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HUD Secretary
Fudge Vows

to End Appraisal
Bias in
Marginalized
Communities

By MAURICE SAUNDERS
WP Staff Writer

HOUSTON - At the 75th Na-
tional Convention of the National
Association of Real Estate Brokers
(NAREB), U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) Secretary Marcia L. Fudge
delivered a passionate speech,
vowing to combat appraisal bias
and discrimination in the hous-
ing market. The convention at-
tendees were galvanized by her
fiery address, which emphasized
the administration's commitment
to creating housing opportunities
and fairness for marginalized com-
munities.

In her dynamic and inspira-
tional speech, Secretary Fudge re-
counted her experience of living in
a Black neighborhood where her
home, despite being larger, had
a lower value than nearby White
neighborhoods. This personal
insight fueled her determination
to address the issue of appraisal
bias and bring equity to housing
valuations.

Secretary Fudge announced
alandmark collaboration between
HUD and NAREB to tackle ap-
praisal bias in the Black commu-
nity. NAREB's outgoing president,
Lydia Pope, praised the partner-
ship, highlighting its potential to
increase Black wealth and home-
ownership opportunities for Black
families.

The agreement with HUD out-
lines several collaborative actions
to be implemented in the fiscal year
2024, commencing on October 1,
2023. These include online training
sessions for housing counselors to
understand racial appraisal bias,
roundtable discussions to address
bias in specific geographic areas,
and the development of educational
materials to combat appraisal bias.

During her speech, Secre-
tary Fudge emphasized the sig-
nificance of homeownership in
building wealth and expressed her
dedication to positively impact-
ing the lives of Black and Brown
individuals. She also revealed a
policy change that allows rental
history to be used as credit history
for Black borrowers seeking FHA
loans, aiming to expand access to
credit and homeownership oppor-
tunities.

Secretary Fudge's presence at
the convention held particular sig-
nificance as she shares hometown
roots with NAREB President Lydia
Pope, both from Cleveland, OH.
This shared connection exemplifies
the strong ties uniting profession-
als in their pursuit of advancing
equity in the real estate industry.

The secretary's address left
attendees motivated to embrace
the challenges ahead and work
together toward creating a more
equitable and inclusive housing

See GOMMUNITIES, on page 2

ame changer’: New law covers
doula services for private insurance

Gov. John Bel Edwards signs House Bill 272 alongside Rep. Matthew Willard, third from right, Frankie Robertson, right, with her son, Levi ll, and birthing

advocates. (Credit: Photo courtesy of Matthew Willard)

BY: JOSIEABUGOYV, VERITE

Two years after Frankie
Robertson gave birth to her son,
an experience she described as
fairly uneventful, she got preg-
nant again. At the time, she was
the director for the Louisiana
chapter of March of Dimes, a
nonprofit that aims to improve
maternal and infant health.
She had a decade’s experience
in health policymaking, com-
munity education, and national
advocacy, but that knowledge
and expertise did not prevent the

harrowing nature of her second
pregnancy.

When she went in for her
first ultrasound, the doctor no-
ticed she had a dangerous condi-
tion in which the placenta blocks
the birth canal. And on top of
the medical concerns, she had
screened positive for depres-
sion about two months before
she learned she was pregnant.
She underwent an emergency
cesarean section three months
early, and her daughter was in
the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit
for 26 days.

Throughout her turbulent
pregnancy, Robertson kept
thinking about the work she was
doing through March of Dimes:
studying health equity issues and
drawing attention to the Black
maternal health crisis.

“Here I am, a Black woman
at 41,” Robertson said. “And
everything I’m teaching about,
everything that I’m talking to
the media about, everything that
I am breathing, living from the
inner part of my core, wanting
to change things, all of a sudden,
this has happened to me, right?

And I’'m like, ‘This is how this
happens.””

Her difficult pregnancy
inspired her to complete doula
training and eventually to lobby
for the passage of House Bill
272, which mandates private
health insurance reimburse doula
services up to $1,500.

Authored by Representative
Matthew Willard and passed with
bipartisan support, the bill will
become law on Tuesday (Aug.
1), but will not impact insurance

See INSURANGE, on page 2

Mayor Broome
Announces Storm
Debris Removal
to Begin Monday,
August 7

BATON
ROUGE, La.
— Mayor-Pres-
ident Sharon
‘Weston Broome
announced
today the ac-
tivation of the
City-Parish’s
debris removal

program in re- Mayor
sponse to recent Sharon
severe weather Weston
events. The  Broome

City-Parish’s

debris removal contractor, DRC
Emergency Services, will begin
operations Monday, August 7.

“The recent storms that hit
our community damaged prop-
erty, downed trees and power
lines, and impacted our residents
in many other ways,” said Mayor
Broome. “By activating our emer-
gency debris program, I am di-
recting our crews to immediately
help our residents recover from
these storms by collecting their
storm debris as quickly as possible.
I am encouraging any residents
impacted by these storms to use
the coming weekend to place their
debris curbside so that our crews
can efficiently collect it.”

Debris must be placed curb-
side in the public right of way, or
the area of property that extends
from the street to the sidewalk,
ditch, utility pole, or easement.
Only loose debris will be col-
lected, which must not be placed
within four feet of mailboxes, water
meters, fire hydrants, or any other
above-ground utility. Debris should
be clearly separated from regular
garbage and recycling collection
piles.

See BROOME, on page 2

‘Fueled by lies,” Trump charged with seeking to overturn 2020 election

WASHINGTON — A fed-
eral grand jury in Washington,
D.C., indicted Donald Trump on
Tuesday, alleging that Trump and
co-conspirators attempted to sub-
vert the 2020 election to keep the
former president in power through
aseries of illegal actions that cul-
minated in the Jan. 6,2021, attack
on the U.S. Capitol.

The former president faces
four charges in the U.S. District
Court for the District of Columbia
stemming from his actions follow-
ing the November 2020 election,
including conspiracy to defraud
the United States; conspiracy to
obstruct an official proceeding;
obstruction of, and attempt to
block, an official proceeding; and
conspiracy against rights.

“Each of these conspiracies
— which built on the widespread
mistrust the Defendant was creat-

i

Afederal grand jury indicted former President Donald Trump on Aug. 1, 2023.

(Photo by Chet Strange/Getty Images)

ing through pervasive and desta-
bilizing lies about election fraud
— targeted a bedrock function of
the United States federal govern-
ment: the nation’s process of col-
lecting, counting, and certifying the
results of a presidential election,”
the indictment states.

During a brief statement on
Tuesday evening, Special Coun-
sel Jack Smith said that Trump’s
lies about election fraud caused
the “unprecedented assault on the
seat of American democracy” on
Jan. 6.

“As described in the indict-
ment, it was fueled by lies,” Smith
said. “Lies by the defendant aimed
at obstructing a bedrock function
of the U.S. government.”

Smith said he would seek
a speedy trial, so the evidence
prosecutors have gathered can
be tested in court. He added that

investigations into other individu-
als, possibly including six unnamed
co-conspirators listed in the indict-
ment, would continue. He did not
take questions.

The indictment lists Trump’s
false statements about election re-
sults in Arizona, Georgia, Michi-
gan, Nevada, New Mexico, Penn-
sylvania, and Wisconsin.

The 45-page indictment says
Trump knew that his statements
about the election were false. De-
spite declarations from state leaders
and elections officials that no fraud
occurred, Trump continued to say
vote totals were in his favor and
worked with co-conspirators to
influence state legislators to de-
certify results, according to the
indictment.

“Despite having lost, the De-

See ELEGTION, on page 3
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Louisiana Housing Corporation
Expands Roofing Repair Program to Aid
Homeowners Amid Hurricane Season

By HENRY FOSTER,

BATON ROUGE, La. — The
Louisiana Housing Corporation
(LHC) has announced the expan-
sion of the 2023 Blue Tarp Fund
Roofing Repair Program, offering
a lifeline to homeowners needing
roofing assistance during the peak
of this year's hurricane season. On
Monday, July 24th, 2023, the LHC
re-opened the program's waitlist for
eligible homeowners who missed
the initial application window in
February.

Since its launch in February,
the 2023 Blue Tarp Fund Roofing
Repair Program has successfully

granted new roofs to nearly 150
applicants in the parishes of Ascen-
sion, East Baton Rouge, Iberville,
Livingston, and West Baton Rouge.
With the reopening of applications,
eligible homeowners will have
the opportunity to receive much-
needed roofing repairs.

Senator Regina Barrow cham-
pioned the initiative, which was
included in appropriation bills
during the 2021 and 2022 regular
legislative sessions. The legisla-
ture's additional allocation of $1
million during the 2023 regular
legislative session has paved the
way for the program's expansion,
allowing the LHC to assist more

Email: AgnesAndrews@Allstate.com
www.allstateagencies.com/agnesandrews
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homeowners and broaden the
program's reach to include ad-
ditional parishes beyond the
capital region.

Joshua Hollins, the Ex-
ecutive Director of LHC,
expressed the importance of
the re-opening, stating, "By
reopening the application pro-
cess now, this will allow LHC
to expedite any future funding
announcements by having a list
of pre-approved applicants. We
anticipate additional funding
for the program that will allow
us to increase the number of
homeowners we can assist,
expand the boundaries, and
include additional parishes
beyond the capital region."

To qualify for the Blue
Tarp Fund Roofing Repair
Program, homeowners must
own and reside in their home
as their primary residence for
atleast one year before seeking
assistance. The program tar-
gets low-income households,
qualifying applicants earning
below eighty percent (80%)
of the area median income.
Applicants must submit in-
come documentation, such as
pay stubs, benefits summary
sheets, and proof of home
ownership.

"The devastating im-
pact of natural disasters on
homeowners in Louisiana is
well-known," said Executive
Director Joshua G. Hollins.
"The Blue Tarp Fund Roof-
ing Repair Program is one of
the ways we are committed
to helping our communities
recover and rebuild after a di-
saster. We encourage eligible
homeowners to apply for this
program soon."

Homeowners interested
in the 2023 Blue Tarp Fund
Roofing Repair Program can
find more information and
submit applications at the of-
ficial Blue Tarp Fund Roofing
Repair Program website or by
contacting the LHC Disas-
ter Recovery Department at
1-888-454-2001 or 225-763-
8700. Act promptly to secure
assistance during this crucial
time of hurricane season

BROOME from page 1

Residents do not need to
contact the City-Parish once
their debris is placed curbside.
City-Parish teams are regularly
assessing debris removal needs
to direct crews accordingly for
collection.

Debris will be collected
from all affected residential
locations in the City of Baton
Rouge and unincorporated
areas of East Baton Rouge
Parish. Crews cannot collect
debris located in the city limits
of Baker and Zachary.

COMMUNITIES

from page 1

landscape. Secretary Fudge's
rallying call to action, "Stay
Encouraged, Stay Vigilant,
WE NEED YOU. Thank
You!" resonated with the real
estate professionals, inspiring
them to drive positive change
in the industry.

Congressman Carter
Convenes Annual

HBCU Cares Mental
Health Symposium

NEW ORLEANS, L.A. -
Congressman Troy A. Carter,
Sr. (D-La.) convened the annual
“HBCU Cares Mental Health
Symposium” to bring together
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs) president’s
and stakeholders for a discussion
about Black student’s mental
health. This dialogue focused on
themes including reducing isola-
tion, improving campus safety, and
increasing access to health care
providers.

“I was honored to host this
important discussion about the
mental health of our students in
HBCUs. This event took a signif-
icant step forward in promoting
mental well-being in our communi-
ties,” said Rep. Carter. “HBCUs
have long been at the forefront of
empowering generations of Black
Americans, providing them with
the knowledge and tools needed to
excel. However, we cannot ignore
the fact that the mental health chal-
lenges faced by our students and
faculty within these institutions
demand our immediate attention
and collective action. I am confi-
dent that the discussions held will
result in transformative change, not
only within our HBCUs but also
within the broader mental health
landscape.”

In May, Congressman Carter
introduced H.R. 3760, the Mental
Health Workforce Act, to create
more diversity and increase the
number of culturally competent
mental health care providers in the
United States. Numerous barriers

INSURANCE from page 1

policies until Jan. 1,2024. While
nine states and Washington D.C.
offer doula care under Medicaid,
Louisiana will soon become one
of two states to cover doula care
through private insurance (Rhode
Island, which also includes Med-
icaid coverage, became the first
in 2021).

Unlike midwives, who assist
pregnant people during childbirth,
doulas provide a different kind of
service. Victoria Williams, an out-
reach director for the Birthmark
Doula Collective, defines a doula
as a “non-medical physical, emo-
tional, mental, and spiritual sup-
port person that provides education
advocacy to families who are in
the preconception, all the way to
postpartum.

Medical organizations, in-
cluding the American College of
Obstetricians and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention,
have documented doula services'
benefits: lower cesarean section
rates, shorter labor hours, and
fewer complications during and
after birth. And while advocates
and representatives believe this bill
will improve the health of pregnant
people and infants, they also see
it as a baby step in the context of
the maternal health crisis.

The bill comes when a
maternal health care crisis that
disproportionately harms Black
women, is likely to worsen due to
the overturning of Roe v. Wade.
It also comes out of a legislative
session that struck down a series
of other bills pushed by reproduc-
tive justice advocates, including
exceptions to the abortion ban for
cases of rape and incest, and bills
pushed for by doctors, including
legal clarifications on miscarriage
treatment.

“It is by far one of the best
things that came out of the 2023
session,” co-author of the bill Rep.
Delisha Boyd, said.

‘Not a great state if you’re a
pregnant woman.’

The idea for the bill dates
to Willard’s 2019 campaign for
state representative. Knocking on
doors and talking to people in his
district clarified the importance of
prioritizing maternal health. He
learned the troubling statistics —
that Louisiana has the highest rate
of maternal mortality in the country
and a third of the state’s parishes
are maternal health deserts, without
an OB-GYN; that Black women
are four times more likely to die

to access mental health care treat-
ment persists in communities of
color, including the stigma associ-
ated with mental illness, general
distrust of healthcare institutions,
and lack of health insurance. This
bill incentivizes students at HBCUs
to pursue careers as mental health
care practitioners by offering stu-
dent loan forgiveness in exchange
for a commitment to serving com-
munities of color as mental health
practitioners for five years after
graduation.

"HBCU CARES' Executive
Director Anita Jarman had the
privilege of moderating a timely
conversation with Congressman
Troy Carter that emphasized the
vital importance of mental health
resources on HBCC and HBCU
campuses,” said HBCU CARES'
Executive Director Anita Jarman.
“The discussion also highlighted
the significance of the Mental
Health Workforce Act H.R. 3760,
which aims to encourage HBCU
students to pursue careers as mental
health practitioners. Our time in
Oak Bluffs at The Black Joy House
was well served, especially as we
approach a new academic year. It
is very important to note that this is
a united front, with 15 HBCUs at
the helm convening toward mea-
surable, sustainable solutions that
will positively impact our students'
wellbeing."

pregnancy-related deaths than their
white counterparts. “Overall, Loui-
siana is not a great state if you’re
apregnant woman,” Willard said.

During his campaign, he
spoke with Lori Jupiter, a civil
district court judge in New Orleans
who also works as a doula, and she
suggested that he look into doula
and midwifery services as one
way to help address the maternal
health crisis.

Willard authored a bill in 2021
that guaranteed health insurance
coverage for midwifery services
and established a “Doula Registry
Board,” which allowed the birth-
ing community to start working
with the insurance industry so as to
prepare for the passage of the 2023
measure. Robertson represented
birth equity organizations — RH
Impact, the Institute of Women and
Ethnic Studies, and the March of
Dimes — as a strategist and lob-
byist.

“One of the reasons that I
think we got [the insurance indus-
try] to come to the table is because,
you know, access to doula care
can improve birthing outcomes
and when you have better birthing
outcomes, it’s actually cheaper on
the insurance industry, even even
with them paying for a doula and
a midwife and a doctor,” Willard
said. “That will still be cheaper
than if you have a preterm delivery
who has to stay in the NICU for a
week or two.”

Public versus private coverage

While the new law will guar-
antee doula coverage for those with
private insurance, these services
are not guaranteed for publicly in-
sured individuals, concerns advo-
cates. Robertson emphasized that
the bill can potentially be “a big
game changer” when it comes to
doula access.

She noted that Medicaid pro-
viders had the option to revise their
benefits packages last year, and
all but one of the six organiza-
tions modified their services to
reimburse doulas. But the reim-
bursement rates for publicly in-
sured individuals are much lower
than those on private insurance.
For instance, Medicaid provider
AmeriHealth Caritas Louisiana
typically reimburses doula services
up to around $500, a third of what
private insurance companies will
pay when the new law kicks in.

“With Medicaid, there’s much
inequity there,” Robertson said.
“It’s a cause for concern. If you’re
serving a person, you’re serving
a person.”
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fendant was determined to remain
in power,” the indictment reads. “So
for more than two months following
election day on November 3,2020,
Defendant spread lies that there had
been outcome-determinative fraud
in the election and that he had won.”

“These claims were false, and
the Defendant knew that they were
false,” it reads.

The indictment later adds:
“These prolific lies about election
fraud included dozens of specific
claims that there had been substan-
tial fraud in certain states, such as
that large numbers of dead, non-
resident, non-citizen or otherwise
ineligible voters had cast ballots, or
that voting machines had changed
votes for the Defendant to votes
for Biden.”

Trump is leading the field of
Republicans vying to become the
party’s nominee for president in
the 2024 election. The first GOP
primary debate is scheduled for later
this month. Republicans essentially
rebuked the indictment, with many
dismissing it as partisan.

In a statement from his cam-
paign, Trump denied wrongdoing
and called his prosecution politi-
cally motivated.

“This is nothing more than the
latest corrupt chapter in the contin-
ued pathetic attempt by the Biden
Crime Family and their weaponized
Department of Justice to interfere
with the 2024 presidential election,
in which President Trump is the
undisputed front-runner and leading
by substantial margins,” a statement
from the Trump campaign read.

The plans for fake electors

The indictment focuses on
plans by Trump and co-conspira-
tors — four unnamed attorneys, a
U.S. Justice Department official,
and a political consultant — to re-
place legitimate electors in seven
key states, which Joe Biden won,
with fraudulent electors pledged
to Trump.

Federal prosecutors listed
five steps Trump took, escalating
as each effort failed to bring his
desired result.

According to the indictment,
Trump and his co-conspirators pres-
sured state legislators and election

officials in key states to switch the
legitimate election results in those
states from Biden to Trump.

According to the indictment,
Trump and his team organized
fraudulent slates of electors, which
they sought to have replaced the
legitimate Biden electors.

Trump ordered “sham” U.S.
Justice Department investigations
into election crimes in certain states
and considered having DOJ offi-
cials send letters outlining supposed
concerns with the elections in those
states. The indictment reads that
those concerns could then be used as
a pretext to advance the fraudulent
electors.

Trump and his co-conspirators
then pressured Vice President Mike
Pence to use his ceremonial role to
certify the election results on Jan. 6
to authenticate the fraudulent elec-
tors, the indictment reads.

When Pence, who did not have
the legal authority to replace the
electors, declined to participate,
Trump repeated to supporters who
had gathered in Washington that
Pence did have the power to change
the election result and “directed
them to the Capitol to obstruct
the certification proceeding,” the
indictment said.

As the crowd turned violent,
prosecutors alleged that Trump
and his co-conspirators used the
chaos to continue launching claims
of election fraud and attempting to
convince members of Congress to
delay the proceeding.

False statements
about election fraud

Trump “pushed officials in
certain states to ignore the popu-
lar vote; disenfranchise millions of
voters; dismiss legitimate electors;
and ultimately, cause the ascertain-
ment of and voting by illegitimate
electors in favor of the Defendant,”
the indictment says.

Trump and his co-conspirators
worked to establish fraudulent elec-
tors in seven states by “attempting
to mimic the procedures that the
legitimate electors were supposed
to follow under the Constitution
and other federal and state laws,”
according to the indictment.

Those false electors in Arizona,

See ELEGTION, on page 5

Louisiana removes more than 50,000 people from
Medicaid at the start of the disenrollment process

BY: JULIE O'DONOGHUE

Louisiana removed 50,600
people from government-funded
Medicaid health insurance over
the last few weeks as part of the
government program’s massive
disenrollment process nationwide.
But the decision to drop all those
people may not be permanent.

Those kicked out of Medicaid
likely include residents still eli-
gible for the benefits, said Kevin
Litten, spokesman for the Louisi-
ana Department of Health. Many
of them — potentially thousands
— will sign up for the program
again once they discover they’ve
been dropped.

Nearly three-quarters of
this group only lost their Med-
icaid benefits for “procedural
reasons,” such as failing to re-
spond to prompts from the state
health department to renew their
enrollment. A smaller cohort —
approximately 13,000 people —
was kicked off because they do
not meet the income eligibility
requirements, according to data
provided by the state.

The federal government di-
rected Louisiana and other states
to start culling Medicaid rolls in
the spring when the federal public
health emergency for COVID-19
ended. It’s an enormous under-
taking in Louisiana, a poor state
where approximately 2 million
people, 44% of Louisiana resi-
dents, are enrolled in Medicaid.
This year, nearly half of the state’s
$44 billion annual budget will be
spent on health care services.

The federal government pro-
vides the bulk of the funding for
state Medicaid programs, covering
anywhere from a third of the cost
of coverage for adults with dis-
abilities to nearly the entire bill
for children from low-income
families. States put up the rest
of the money.

Louisiana’s Medicaid pro-
gram has ballooned since March
of 2020 when Congress started of-
fering financial incentives to states

Louisiana has dropped over 50,000 people from its Medicaid program since beginning a massive disenroliment
process earlier this year. (Getty Images)

that paused their disenrollment
process. Over three years, the
program grew by nearly 450,000
people, a population larger than
the city New Orleans.

State health officials don’t
expect to see as many people
taken off the Medicaid rolls
through the disenrollment process,
however. Initial estimates given
this spring anticipated a total of
355,000 people would initially
lose coverage, with over 100,000
then being added back or newly
joining the program, resulting in a
net drop of 222 400 by next year.
This equates to a little less than
the population of Caddo Parish,
where Shreveport is located.

In Louisiana, the removals
will take place every month over
the next year. The federal gov-
ernment requires states to try to
reach Medicaid participant mul-
tiple times before taking them out
of the program. Louisiana started
contacting enrollees through a
widespread letter campaign ear-
lier this year.

In total, the state has bud-
geted $195.8 million — the bulk
of it federal funding — to spend on

the Medicaid disenrollment pro-
cess. Approximately $66 million
will go to hospitals, pharmacies
and nonprofits to help their pa-
tients and clients stay enrolled in
the program if they qualify. Other
money is going to advertising,
Medicaid program technology
upgrades and overtime for state
workers in the Medicaid depart-
ment.

Advocates still have concerns
it won’t be enough to keep people
from falling through the cracks.
Many people who are poor ex-
perienced upheaval during the
COVID-19 pandemic. Multiple
hurricanes also hit Louisiana be-
tween 2020 and 2023, causing
people to move.

“That has always been our
concern,” said Jan Moller, with
the Louisiana Budget Project, a
left-leaning think tank that studies
policy affecting low-income fami-
lies. “People live chaotic lives, and
many people’s lives have changed
dramatically since the pandemic's
beginning.”

But conservatives in the Lou-
isiana Legislature suggested the
health department isn’t working
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A Division of Fidelity Bank
NOLALending.com

—_—
FIDELITY BANK

BankWithFidelity.com

THIS MONTH

[ AUGUST]

200 + ME MORNINGS

BREC’s Baton Rouge Zoo

Aug. 8 | 9:30-11:30 a.m.

VIBIN' YOGA

City-Brooks Community Park

Aug. 9 | 5:30-6:30 p.m.

fast enough to trim the Medicaid
rolls and needs to cut its overall
budget. Louisiana is on a slower
timeline for disenrollment and
started the process several weeks
after neighboring states started
dropping people.

“Why do you need more
money if you are going to serve
fewer people?” asked House Rep.
Tony Bacala, R-Gonzales.

Texas has booted 500,000
people from Medicaid since April,
though state workers said as many
as 80,000 people were erroneously
removed from the rolls, according
to the Texas Tribune. Mississippi
has dropped 29,000 people from
its program, according to Mis-
sissippi Today, and Arkansas has
disenrolled 112,000 people.

The concern is that many of
the people who might be losing
coverage across the country are
children from families who missed
a deadline to file the required pa-
perwork.

Louisiana has not provided
details about its disenrollment
figures yet that would indicate
whether children are losing cov-
erage.

CHECK OUT UPCOMING
FALL PROGRAMS!

Perkins Road Community Park

Aug. 23 | 5:30-6:30 p.m.

SUMMER SLAM

Extreme Sports Park

at Perkins Road Community Park

Aug.12 | 3-7 p.m.

SUP DAWG

Greenwood Community Park
Aug.12 | 9-10 a.m. + 10-11 a.m.

+11 a.m.-noon

SATURDAYS IN THE PARK

Lovett Road Park [Sensory Play]
Webb Park [Adult Leisure]

Aug. 12 | 10 a.m.-noon

PERSEID METEOR SHOWER

Highland Road Park Observatory

Aug. 12 |10 p.m.-2 a.m.

SENIOR DAY

Liberty Lagoon
Aug.18 | 3-6 p.m.

SUNSHINE SOCIAL:
TEAM SPIRIT TAILGATE

Milton J. Womack Park
Aug. 18 | 6-9 p.m.

WONDERS OF WILDLIFE

Bluebonnet Swamp Nature Center
Aug.19 | 9 am.-4 p.m.

10 + UNDER TENNIS
TOURNAMENT

Highland Road Community Park
Tennis Center
Aug. 26 | 8:30 a.m.-noon

BREC.ORG/CALENDAR

BREC.ORG/THISMONTH @ © © ©

BREC does not discriminate on the basis of race, creed, color, national origin, sex, disability, age, religion, veteran status or sexual orientation in its programs and activities.
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BISHOP wory .

GREATER NEW BIRTH anNE
FULL GOSPEL FELLOWSHIP

SATURDAY - AUG 26th - 3:00 PM
THE BISHOP’S BANQUET

1700 McHugh, Baker, La. * Trinity Event:Center

Guest Speaker: Bishop Ernest Mills

Musical Guest: Gearld Washington & Fully Restored

Tickets: $25.00 ¢ Tables: $200.00

SUNDAY - AUG 27th - 3:00 PM
THE BISHOP’S SUNDAY CELEBRATION

1700 McHugh, Baker, La. * Trinity Event Center

Speaker: Bishop Ivory D. Payne
Musical Guest: Majestic Emsemble

ReachiThousandsWeekly: €Call 225-77.5-2002
toitakeladvantagelofiour special rates

PRESS CHURCH & PLACES TO WORSHIP

DIRECTORY

Ivory D. Payne
Greater New

Birth FGF

Mark Your Calendar:

Bishop Ivory J. Payne's 88th
Birthday Celebration to be
Held at Trinity Event Center!

BAKER, La.— Greater New
Birth Full Gospel Fellowship is
pleased and excited to announce the
88th Birthday Celebration of Bishop
Ivory J. Payne, their esteemed Senior
Pastor. This momentous occasion
will occur on Saturday, August 26th,
and Sunday, August 27th, at 3:00
PM each day, at the Trinity Event I Bishop Ivory

Center located at 1700 McHugh J. Payne
Road, Baker, La.

The celebration will commence
with "The Bishop's Banquet" on Saturday, August 26th,
at 3:00 PM. This elegant affair will feature Bishop Ernest
Mills, Senior Pastor of New Rising Star Baptist Church
of Baton Rouge, Louisiana as the keynote speaker. The
special musical guest will be Gerald Washington &
Fully Restored. Tickets for "The Bishop's Banquet"
are priced at $25.00 per person, and tables are avail-
able for $200.00.

On Sunday, August 27th, at 3:00 PM, "The Bishop's
Sunday Celebration" will take place, bringing together
friends, family, and well-wishers to honor Bishop Ivory
J. Payne. The keynote speaker for the evening will be
Bishop Ivory D. Payne, Assistant Pastor of Greater
New Birth Full Gospel Fellowship and the son of the
celebrated Bishop. The Special musical guest will
include the Majestic Ensemble of Baton Rouge.

This milestone event is a testament to Bishop Ivory
J. Payne's unwavering commitment and dedication to
his congregation and his invaluable contributions to the
community. Throughout his years of service, Bishop
Payne has touched the lives of countless individuals,
offering guidance, support, and hope.

For more information and to secure your tickets or
tables, don't hesitate to contact the BR Weekly Press at
225.775.2002 or Martha Jarrell-Payne at 225.284.0376.

Don't miss this opportunity to celebrate the 88th
Birthday of Bishop Ivory J. Payne at the Trinity Event
Center. Join us for an unforgettable weekend of praise,
worship, and gratitude as we honor a remarkable man
of faith and community leader.

=

Good Shepherd Full Gospel B.C.

The People’s Church
2865 Mission Drive ® Baton Rouge, 70805 * Telephone (225)356-5873
Bishop H. Hayes, Pastor

Hour of Power

Sunday Sct

Church Servic

Communion ©

Bible Study Wednesd
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting

12 Noon Each Wednexd ay

...... 6 00pm

)

CHRISTIAN CHURCH

4524 East Brookstone Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70805
www.occbr.org
See Website for Service
and Streaming Live Times

BISHOP CHARLES E. WALLACE, PASTOR

YOUR ADVERTISMENT
COULD BE HERE

CALL 225.775.2002
TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone: (225) 775-4106 * Fax: (225) 615-8359
Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

SUNday SChOOl .....c.c.vuiuimieiiiiiiieeeeeeeeeeee e 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service.............. Ist, 3rd. & 4th Sundays ........... 10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship ......... 2nd & 5th Sunday................. 8:00 a.m

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study....... 12:00 p.m.
Disciple Bible Study................. Wednesday ........cccceveevennene 5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry.......c.cccecevueuennene Tuesday .......cccevevvenencnne. 6:00 p.m.

Kingdom Life Family Center

Sundays at 10am
Wednesday Inspirational
Service 7pm

)
¢ Youth ministry every Sunday and Wednesday |
e Women's Ministry 2nd Saturday's

KINGDOM LIFE

BISHOP DESIGNATE DOROTHY DANIEL 4 f"'m
SENIOR PASTOR

- n
HEBREWS 6:1

8894 AIRLINE HWY. BATON ROUGE, LA 70815
www.kingdomlifebr.com

NEW BIRTH

FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

'"THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
— 2 Corinthians 5:17

SUNDAY SUNDAY
WORSHIP SCHOOL
Every Sunday Every Sunday
at 11:30 A.M. at 9:30 AM.
HOLY HOUR OF
COMMUNION POWER
Every 3rd Sunday Every Friday

| at 11:30 AM. at 12 NOON

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH

Dr. Donald R. Ruth, Pastor
820 New Rafe Mayer Road
Baton Rouge, LA 70807
Phone: 225-775-9756

Web Address: saintjohnbc.org

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor

Worship Times:

CrossWalk Classes: Sundays 9:20 AM - 10:30 AM
Sunday Worship Experience: 11:00 AM
Uplift Training: Thursdays 7:00 PM - 8:00 PM

- =]
SPIRAISE:S
YOUR GLOBAL INSPIRATION STATION
LISTEN LIVE! WWW.247PRAISERADIO.COM

LET US HELP YOU REACH
THOSANDS IN THE 247 PRAISE RADIO
COMMUNITY AND BEYOND

These special rates are
exclusive to the BR Weekly
Press advertising partner.
TheBR Weekly Press is an
official representative and media
partner of

247 Parise Radio.com

»

MILLIONS
OF LISTENERS
PER HOUR

/WVM NOMINATED

GOSPEL INTERNET RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR

Broadcast Rates
4 broadcast per month $100
4 broadcast per month $140

4 broadcast per month $175

+15min  $25.00
+30min $35.00

+60min $43.75

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 225.77 5.2002

ALWAYS CRYSTAL CLEAR 24/7 NO MATTER WHERE
YOU ARE IN THE CITY, STATE , COUNTRY OR IN THE WORLD
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BRWEEKLYPRESS
BUSINESS/SERVICE

DIRECTORY

FOR BUSINESS

PANDEMIC AND HURRICANE RECOVERY
SPECIALS CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE
IN THE BRWEEKLYPRESS
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 225.775.2002 TODAY!

Sonya's Creations LLC
Portraits / Weddings / Events

el ] ‘
07 e i
o

- W -
Photography & Custom Design
225-286-9377 sonyacreations@gmail.com
https://linktr.ee/sonyacreations

CYNTHIA M. DUNN,
.. REALTOR

2900 Westford Dr, #401

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70827

Cell: 225.302.4598 » Hm: 225.752.5440
Email: cynthiadunn@innerspacebr.com

GJW Distributors, LLC

13937 Malbec Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net

CARL WOODS www.cjwdistributors.com

President —

{ WTAA ENGINEERS

’// ENGINEERING CONSULTANTS AND CONSTRUCTION SUPPORT SERVICES

“Team Working For Success Through Quality Performance”

Civil Engineers Needed
W.T. Winfield, Manager
2622 North Street, Baton Rouge, LA
222-383-0822 or 1-866-324-WTAA Toll Free
Certified Tax Accountant

MG

Accounting & Finance Group LLC

BEIDGET MONTGOMERY

4910 Monticello Blvd., 5te C
Cell PH: 407.630.2947

BUSINESS

BRCC and Qur Lady of the
Lake Health Break Ground on
Cutting-Edge Nursing Building

and Allied Health Building

BATON ROUGE, LA -In
a significant development for
healthcare education, Baton
Rouge Community College
(BRCC) and Our Lady of the
Lake Health have jointly initi-
ated the construction of a cut-
ting-edge Nursing and Allied
Health Building. The ground-
breaking ceremony took place
at BRCC's Mid City Campus,
located at 201 Community
College Dr. This state-of-the-
art facility will bring together
BRCC's School of Nursing and
Division of Allied Health under
one roof, accommodating exist-
ing programs in Nursing, So-
nography, Surgical Technician,
Phlebotomy, Medical Labora-
tory Technician, and Medical
Assistant. Moreover, it will
enable the addition of high-
demand programs in Respiratory
Care, Physical and Occupational
Therapy, and Athletic Training.

The collaboration between
BRCC and Our Lady of the Lake
Health resulted from a partner-
ship forged last year. The Lake
invested $12 million towards the
$25 million project to support its
construction and development.
The 92,800-square-foot, four-

Shovelng the Future of Healthcare Eduation. Groundbreakin Ceremoy for BRCC's State-of-he-Art ursing

story building will be a beacon
of modern healthcare education,
offering ample space for 1,200
students, including close to 500
nursing students. It will feature
state-of-the-art classrooms,
cutting-edge laboratories, a
simulated hospital, experiential
learning spaces, study zones,
and even a large open gym to
nurture a conducive learning
environment.

The new Nursing and Al-
lied Health Building marks a
significant milestone in BRCC's
legacy and commitment to el-
evating nursing education and
patient care standards. It has
been designed to cater to the
evolving needs of nursing and
allied health professionals, aim-
ing to empower students with
essential skills through hands-on
learning experiences.

Louisiana Governor John
Bel Edwards lauds this partner-
ship for addressing two crucial
areas in the state: community
and technical colleges and
healthcare. By collaborating,
BRCC and Our Lady of the Lake
are taking strides to address the
shortage of healthcare workers,
a pressing priority for Louisi-
ana. This endeavor will create

-

|

v

a pipeline for quality train-
ing of new nurses, fostering a
healthier Louisiana and stronger
communities, especially among
disadvantaged groups seeking
increased economic prospects.

The Nursing and Allied
Health Building is remark-
able for housing cutting-edge
simulation equipment, enabling
students to engage in lifelike
medical scenarios that enhance
critical thinking, decision-mak-
ing abilities, and patient care
techniques. This emphasis on
experiential learning will equip
aspiring nurses and allied health
professionals with practical
skills essential for their future
careers.

Designed by Chasm Archi-
tecture and Mackey Mitchell,
the Nursing and Allied Health
Building is a milestone for
BRCC's Mid City Campus, as
it is the first new classroom on
the campus since 2009. Ratcliff
Construction Company will
serve as the building's general
contractor.

For those interested in
BRCC's Nursing and Allied
Health division, further informa-
tion can be found at mybrcc.edu.

ELECTION from page 3

Georgia, Michigan, Nevada, New
Mexico, Pennsylvania, and Wiscon-
sin met on the same days as legiti-
mate electors, casting fake votes for
Trump and then signing certificates
where they falsely claimed they
were the actual electors.

“Some fraudulent electors
were tricked into participating
based on the understanding that
their votes would be used only if the
Defendant succeeded in outcome-
determinative lawsuits within their
state, which the Defendant never
did,” reads the indictment.

Those false election certifi-
cates were then sent to the vice
president and other government
officials in an attempt for them to
be counted instead of the legitimate
electors when Congress convened
on Jan. 6,2021, to certify the vote.

That morning an associate of
Trump’s, who isn’t named in the
indictment, worked to get false
election certificates from Michi-
gan and Wisconsin to an unnamed
U.S. senator, who was supposed to
deliver those to Pence, according
to the indictment.

According to the indictment,
a staffer for Pence later rejected
efforts to put those false electors
into the vice president’s hands.

Trump’s pressure on Pence

The indictment details Trump’s
efforts to “enlist” Pence to alter the
election results, using Trump and
his co-conspirators’ fraudulent slate
of electors.

The vice president has a cer-
emonial role in certifying presiden-
tial election results.

When Pence remained un-
convinced by the scheme, Trump
began rallying supporters to amass
in Washington, D.C., on the day
Pence would preside over the cer-
tification, the indictment states.

The indictment recounts
Trump’s Dec. 19, 2020, post on
Twitter, in which he wrote, “Big
protestin D.C. on January 6th. Be
there; it will be wild!”

Days later,on Dec. 23, Trump
re-posted a memo titled “Operation
‘PENCE’ CARD,” falsely stating
Pence could disqualify electors
from the states where Trump falsely
claimed voter fraud. That same day,
aperson identified in the indictment
as “co-conspirator 2,” identified as
John Eastman by his attorney, cir-
culated a memo detailing plans for
Pence to declare Trump the winner
unlawfully.

The indictment details multiple
phone calls and conversations in
which Trump pressures the vice
president, including a call from
Pence to wish the president “Merry
Christmas” that quickly turned into
Trump asking Pence to reject elec-
toral votes on Jan. 6.

Visit The Syle Master
"Mr. Super Cool
Keith B. O'Connor"

6180 Airline Hwy
Baton Rouge, La. 70805

225.357.5796

§

For legals, please call the
Classified Department at (225) 225.775.2002
or email brweeklypress@yahoo.com

Baton Konge, LA T0E14

Plonning O Gorage Sale?
Don’t Forget To Place Your Garage Sale Ad! [

Classifieds

Sell your stuff, advertise jobs or a place to rent. You can do it ALL here!

SELL YOUR CAR - 1 month for $80

FIND IT ALL IN THE CLASSIFIEDS « 225.775.2002

| | ADVERTISE YOUR BUSINESS - 1 month for $150 | | ADVERTISE ON 247praiseradio.com |

Student Writers, Photographers
and Graphic Designers WANTED

Hey students! Are you interested in photography, writing or
graphic design? The BR Weekly Press Newspaper wants
you to join their team! You'll get to work with professionals,
create cool content and gain valuable experience. It's a great
opportunity for internships and to build your portfolio.

THE BATON ROUGE WEEKLY PRESS
Call 225.775.2002 or Email hrweeklypress@yahoo.com

If you're interested, call 225-775-2002 or email your resume
to ivory@brweeklypress.com. Let's create something awe-
some together!
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AC Units Donated to
Seniors in Baton Rouge

Fl

g ! it

BATON ROUGE, La —
Mayor-President Sharon Weston
Broome, in collaboration with the
East Baton Rouge Council on
Aging and Capital Area United
Way, announced the donation of
50 air conditioning units to help
seniors in the area cope with the
prolonged high temperatures. The
initiative was made possible by
a generous donation from Nucor
Steel Louisiana, with additional
units being provided to Council
on Aging agencies in neighbor-
ing communities, including St.
James Parish.

South Louisiana has experi-
enced a series of scorching weeks,
with the heat index frequently
surpassing 100 degrees, posing
health risks to the elderly popula-
tion. The 50 air conditioning units
will be distributed through the
EBR Council on Aging to support
seniors during this challenging
period.

Mayor Broome emphasized
her commitment to the well-being
of the community, especially dur-
ing adversity, and expressed her
gratitude to the non-profit organi-
zations and Capital Area United
‘Way for their unwavering support

Air conditioning units for seniors in EBR(City of Baton Rouge Mayor-President)

i

in making this initiative a reality.
Calvin Hart, Vice President
and General Manager of Nucor
Steel Louisiana, praised the part-
nership and the positive impact
it will have on addressing the ur-
gent issue affecting the elderly
population. He emphasized the
business community's responsi-
bility to contribute positively to
the well-being of the community.
Tasha Clark Amar, Execu-
tive Director of East Baton Rouge
Council on Aging, highlighted
the power of partnerships during
challenging times and the signifi-
cance of working together for the
community's well-being.
George Bell, Executive
Director of Capital Area United
Way, expressed his appreciation
for the collective effort in making
this project come to fruition and
ensuring that seniors have access
to essential cooling resources dur-
ing this challenging time.
Seniors in East Baton Rouge
Parish seeking assistance for hot
weather or hurricane prepared-
ness can contact social workers
or case managers with East Baton
Rouge Council on Aging at 225-
923-8000 on a case-by-case basis.

*Underwriting criteria applies.

SPORTS

Southern Jaguars Announces 2023 Football Schedule

BATON ROUGE, LA — The Southern
University football team, under the direc-
tion of 2nd year Head Coach Eric Dooley,
announced their 2023 football schedule
Wednesday during National Signing Day.
The 11-game schedule includes six home
games in A.W. Mumford Stadium, begin-
ning with the Pete Richardson Classic on
September 9th against Jackson State, and
four road games.

SU will open up the season as they travel
to Alabama State (Sept. 2) for a non-confer-
ence game before returning to the friendly
confines of A.W. Mumford Stadium for
another non-conference home game with
Jackson State (Sept. 9). The Jaguars will
open up Southwestern Athletic Conference
(SWAC) play versus Alabama A&M (Sept.
16). After an early bye week, they will travel
to Arkansas Pine-Bluff (Sept. 30).

The Jaguars will then host Florida A&M
(Oct. 7) before welcoming Lincoln University
(CA) (Oct. 14) for the annual homecoming
celebration.

Southern will head to Daytona Beach,
FL, against Bethune-Cookman (Oct. 21) and
then return home to face Texas Southern on
(Oct. 28).

The Jaguars will then head to face Al-
corn State (Nov. 4) before returning home
for the senior day in Mumford Stadium as
they host Prairie View A&M on (Nov. 11).

The 50th Annual Bayou Classic is sched-
uled for November 25th as the Jaguars face
off against Grambling State in the Caesars
Superdome in New Orleans, LA.

Football season tickets can be reserved
by contacting the SU Ticket office at 225-
771-3171. To fill out the 2023 SU Football
Season Ticket Application please visit https://
gojagsports.com/sb_output.aspx ?form=4

Continue to follow our social media
accounts along with GoJagSports.com for
updated information.

Away game times will be released at
a later date.

Continue to follow our social media
accounts along with GoJagSports.com
for updated information. Away game
times will be released at a later date.

for credit scores as low as 580 for qualified applicants®

B September 2 — @ Alabama State

B September 9 — JACKSON STATE
(Pete Richardson Classic) 6:00 PM

B September 16— ALABAMAA&M  6:00 PM
B September 23 — Bye

B September 30 — @ University of Arkansas
Pine-Bluff
B October 7— FLORIDAA&M  6:00 PM

B QOctober 14 — LINCOLN UNIVERSITY
(CA) (Homecoming) 4:00 PM

If you've considered buying a home, now is a good time to stop by BankPlus and get
preapproved” for your mortgage. We'll sit down with you to walk through your loan options

to find solutions that work with your budget and goals. Mortgage programs are available

Buying a home is a big goal. Call 225-706-3432 or visit bankplus.net/baton-rouge-mortgage.

Bank-Ls

MORTGAGE

B October 21 — @ Bethune-Cookman

B October 28 -TEXAS SOUTHERN 4:00 PM
B November 4 — @ Alcorn State

B November 11 — PRAIRIE VIEW A&M
(Senior Day / Military Appreciation Game)
2:00 PM

B November 18 — Bye

B November 25 — Grambling State (50th Annual
Bayou Classic) 1:00 PM

Scan to learn more.

uALKousig  © Copyright 2023 BankPlus.
LENDER Member FDIC.




