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WEATHER INDEX

THUR. 05/11
Mostly Cloudy
High 85°.

WED. 05/10
Partly Cloudy
High 86°.

MON. 0458
Mostly Cloudy
High 86°.

TUE. 05/9
Mostly Cloudy
High 85°.
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Louisiana lawmakers have 
rejected a bill that would have es-
tablished a state minimum wage 
of $10 per hour, with gradual in-
creases to $14 by 2028. House 
Bill 374, sponsored by Rep. Ed 
Larvadain, D-Alexandria, failed 
to pass the House Committee on 
Labor and Industrial Relations 
in a 5-9 vote along party lines 
on Wednesday.

Louisiana is one of five 
states that does not have its own 
minimum wage law, instead rely-
ing on the federal minimum wage 
of $7.25 per hour, which has not 
been increased since 2009. De-
spite overwhelming support from 
Democrat and Republican voters 
in the state for a minimum wage 
increase, Louisiana lawmakers 

have repeatedly rejected such 
proposals in recent years.

In Wednesday's hearing, 
Republicans on the committee 
argued that the “free market” 
should determine how wages are 
set and that the minimum wage 
is only intended for high school 
students and people just getting 
out of prison. However, advo-
cates for the bill argued that the 
minimum wage is necessary to 
lift communities out of poverty.

Peter Robins-Brown, ex-
ecutive director of Louisiana 
Progress, disputed claims that 
minimum wage hikes hurt the 
economy and lead to unemploy-
ment, calling them "scare tactics" 
and stating that research has dis-
proved them. Meanwhile, Jim 

Louisiana Republican lawmakers reject bill to establish state minimum wage
Advocates argue for a $10 minimum 
wage in Louisiana, citing inflation 
and stagnant wages since 2009

Louisiana lawmakers are con-
sidering a proposal to cut unemploy-
ment benefits by half for those who 
lose their jobs, a move that some 
say would disproportionately af-
fect low-income workers. House 
Bill 340, sponsored by Republican 
Rep. Troy Romero, would reduce 
the maximum duration of unem-
ployment benefits from 26 weeks 
to 12 weeks, based on a sliding scale 
indexed to the state's average un-
employment rate. Under the pro-
posed legislation, recipients would 
be entitled to an additional week of 
benefits for every half-percentage 
point increase in the average un-
employment rate over 5%, with a 
maximum of 20 weeks of benefits 
if the average unemployment rate 
is equal to or greater than 8.5%.

Romero said he wants to 
reduce the unemployment taxes 
businesses pay and shore up the 
state's unemployment trust fund. 
Louisiana's GOP lawmakers have 
continuously filed legislation to re-
duce worker benefits over the last 
few years. Critics of the proposal, 
including Louisiana Workforce 
Commission Deputy Secretary 
Margaret Mabile, say the bill will 
mostly hurt low-income workers 
who are currently employed and 
may need assistance until they can 
get re-employed.

The current 26-week allow-
ance gives laid-off workers time 
to find training and increase their 
skills to find better employment, 

Louisiana 
Lawmakers 
Consider 
Cutting 
Unemployment 
Benefits by 
Half, Sparking 
Controversy

Collis Temple III, Chair 
of the Louisiana Board of Re-
gents, has defended diversity, 
equity, and inclusion (DEI) 
measures on college cam-
puses in a statement released 
on Tuesday. Amid attempts by 
Republicans to ban such mea-
sures, Temple emphasized the 
importance of equitable access 
to higher education to achieve 
the state's goal of a postsec-
ondary degree or credential for 
60% of working-age adults.

Temple argued that DEI 
measures are not forces of 
division but practical tools 
that enable every individual 
to reach their full potential. 
He emphasized that learners 

must have the opportunity to 
chart their path to success in 

an atmosphere of respect for 
all differences. By doing so, 
individuals can strengthen 
themselves and their communi-
ties while benefiting the state 
as a whole.

Louisiana's higher educa-
tion leaders are preparing to 
go on the defensive to protect 
DEI measures in the face of 
opposition. The Republican 
State Central Committee re-
cently passed a resolution call-
ing for a ban on DEI measures 
on college campuses, while 
a separate resolution calling 
for Louisiana's colleges and 
universities to report their 
DEI spending is making its 

Louisiana Higher Education Leader Defends DEI 
Measures, Urges Equitable Access to Higher Education

Aerial photo of LSU's Memorial Tower

Collis Temple III, Chair of the 
Louisiana Board of Regents

BATON ROUGE, La.  — 
The Louisiana Department of 
Health (LDH) released final 
water grades for 951 community 
water systems across the state 
today. This process creates ac-
countability for water systems 
and transparency for customers.

The final water grades fol-
low the primary grades that were 
published in January. The primary 
grades may not have included 
data for financial sustainability, 
customer satisfaction, or bonus 
points awarded to a water sys-
tem. The new data included in 
calculating the final grades will 
mean letter grade changes for 
some water systems.

In the future, water system 
grades will be published annually 
on May 1.

The water grades are en-
abled under Act 98 of the 2021 
Regular Session of the Louisiana     
Legislature and are known as the 
Community Drinking Water Ac-
countability Rule. The grades are 
calculated using points assigned 
to seven standards that evaluate 
the infrastructure, sustainability, 
and overall water quality.

State Sen. Fred Mills au-
thored the legislation to provide 
residents with a snapshot of the 
quality of their community water 
systems and to encourage water 
systems to invest in improve-
ments or explore consolidating 
with another water system to 
improve sustainability. Amanda 
Ames, chief engineer for the Lou-
isiana Department of Health, led 
the initiative's implementation.

“Clean drinking water is 
such a fundamentally important 
part of our existence. In my 16 
years as a state legislator, I have 
filed nearly 300 bills. Act 98 is 

LDH releases 
final water 
grades for 
951 Louisiana 
water systems

See LDH, on page 2 See LAWMAKERS, on page 3See EDUCATION, on page 3

The Republican State Central 
Committee recently passed 
a resolution calling for a 
ban on DEI measures on 

college campuses, while a 
separate resolution calling 
for Louisiana's colleges and 
universities to report their 
DEI spending is making its 

way through the state 
legislature.

Louisiana is one of five states that 
does not have its own minimum 
wage law, instead relying on the 
federal minimum wage of $7.25 per 
hour, which has not been increased 
since 2009.

Patterson of the Louisiana Asso-
ciation of Business and Industry 
testified against the minimum 
wage increase, claiming that no 
one in the private sector is mak-
ing that low wage.

Jan Moller of the Louisiana 
Budget Project provided data in 
support of the bill, stating that if 
the federal minimum wage had 
kept up with inflation since 1968, 
it would be equivalent to $14 per 
hour today. Despite these argu-
ments, the bill ultimately failed 
to pass the committee, with Re-
publicans citing concerns about 
the free market and potential 
negative effects on the economy.
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one of the most important be-
cause it educates consumers 
about the quality of their drink-
ing water and holds the opera-
tors of those systems account-
able,” Sen.     Mills said. “I am 
so proud of Amanda Ames and 
her LDH team for bringing this 
bill to life. I have never been 
more pleased with implement-
ing a     legislative concept. 
I know that the water system 
grades will be a     valuable tool 
for consumers and incentivize 
water systems to prioritize their 
infrastructure.”  

"Clean, safe drinking water 
is a basic human need, and 
drinking water infrastructure 
is critical to ensuring that Loui-
sianans have reliable access to 
safe drinking water. Over the 
past several years, more state 
and federal funding has become 
available to water systems that 
will allow them to make the 
improvements that will help 
raise their letter grade," Ames 
said.     "We will continue work-
ing with water systems to iden-
tify the issues contributing to 
low letter grades and provide 
systems with various options 
to improve their operations, fi-
nancial stability, and customer 
satisfaction."

Water grade distribution

A: 386 systems, or 41%
B: 256 systems, or 27%
C: 171 systems, or 18%
D: 56 systems, or 6%
F: 82 systems, or 9%

 "More than 65% of water 
systems in the state received an 
A or B grade. However, 15% 
of systems received a D or 
F and have opportunities for 

improvement," Ames said. 
"Dedicated funding through the 
LDH Drinking Water Revolv-
ing Loan Fund     Program, as 
well as other funding mecha-
nisms, are available to help 
systems  invest in this critical 
infrastructure."

Determining a water sys-
tem's grade

There are seven standards 
evaluated to determine a sys-
tem's grade. These standards 
are:

• Federal water quality 
violations

• State violations
•  Financial sustainability
• Operation and mainte-

nance
• Infrastructure
• Customer satisfaction
• Secondary contaminants 

(iron and Manganese)

Water systems are also 
eligible for up to 10 bonus 
points for maintaining asset 
management plans, a storage 
assessment and maintenance 
program, a sound assessment 
and maintenance program, and 
a capacity development pro-
gram or management training 
program.

The LDH water grades 
page can be found at ldh.la.gov/
watergrade

Note: LDH and Sen. Mills 
will hold a joint technical brief-
ing for the media on determin-
ing water grades at 1 p.m. today 
and answer questions. Members 
of the media may log onto the 
virtual meeting  at the Zoom 
link below:

https://us06web.zoom.
us/j/85989722348

LDH from page 1

A Louisiana legislative 
committee rejected a proposed 
bill that would have imposed a 
tax on certain college football 
tickets to help fund a passen-
ger rail project between Baton 
Rouge and New Orleans. 
House Bill 621, introduced by 
Rep. Mack Cormier, D-Belle 
Chasse, sought to levy a $1 tax 
per ticket on LSU and Southern 
football games. The proposed 
tax was estimated to generate 
approximately $1 million per 
year to support the $1.4 billion 
passenger rail project.

However, the committee 
voted against the bill on a 10-4 
vote. Speaker Pro Tempore 
Rep. Tanner Magee, R-Houma, 
was the primary opponent, 
questioning why the tax only 
applied to football tickets and 

not to other sports or teams like 
the Saints and Tulane. Magee 
also pointed out that the tax 
would disproportionately af-
fect Baton Rouge, while New 
Orleans would not be impacted.

Cormier defended the pro-
posed tax, stating that he only 
wanted to impose it on public 
universities and only on foot-
ball tickets. He said that the 
tax would not apply to Tulane 
and the Saints, and only af-
fected other public universities 
in New Orleans. Meanwhile, 
Rep. Joseph Orgeron joined 
Democrats in supporting the 
bill.

During the committee 
hearing, Rep. Matthew Wil-
lard, D-New Orleans, echoed 

Louisiana legislative 
committee rejects proposed 
college football ticket tax

National Urban League 
President Marc H. Morial will 
address spring graduates of 
Southern University and A&M 
College on Friday, May 12, in the 
F.G. Clark Activity Center. The 

ceremony — culminating with 
awarding bachelor’s, master’s, 
and doctoral degrees — begins at 
10 a.m. and is open to the public.

Morial is the transformative 
leader of the National Urban 

League, the nation’s largest 
historic civil rights and urban 
advocacy organization. Before 
his 15-year tenure, he served as a 
lawyer and Louisiana state sena-
tor. He is perhaps best known as 
one of the most prolific mayors 
of New Orleans and past presi-
dent of the U.S. Conference of 
Mayors. He and his father, the 
late Ernest “Dutch” Morial, made 
history as the first Black father 
and son to be elected mayor of 
a major city in the nation.  

A published author, Mo-
rial has a leading voice on the 
national stage in regard to jobs, 
education, housing, health, vot-
ing rights, equity, and entrepre-
neurship. His leadership book, 
“10 Leadership Lessons That 
Help You Inspire, United, and 
Achieve,” has been widely ac-
claimed, and his column, “To 
Be Equal,” reaches hundreds of 
thousands. He is the host of the 
weekly syndicated television 
show, “America’s Black Forum.”

Morial, who is an alumnus 
of the University of Pennsylvania 
and Georgetown University Law 
Center, respectively, has been 
recognized as one of the 100 
most influential Black Ameri-
cans by Ebony Magazine, one 
of the top 50 Non-Profit Leaders 
by the Non-Profit Times, one of 
the 100 Most Influential Black 
Lawyers in America. He is also 
an inductee into the International 
Civil Rights Walk of Fame in 
Atlanta.

National Urban League 
President Marc Morial to 
address spring graduates

National Urban League President Marc H. Morial

See TAX, on page 3
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way through the state legislature.
Temple's statement comes in 

response to the renewed attention 
on DEI measures in Louisiana, 
with higher education leaders 
and academic organizations 
pushing back against attempts 
to curb their effectiveness. De-
spite ongoing debate about the 
efficacy of DEI measures, both 
sides agree that equitable access 
to higher education is essential 

EDucation from page 1

Mabile said. She added that the 
proposal would push many low-
income workers back into poverty 
and into a workforce that does 
not make any exemptions for the 
cost of going to work. Employers 
will not save any money under 
the proposed legislation. She said 
that the state will pay out smaller 
amounts in unemployment ben-
efits but won't be able to use that 
money for other things because 
it will pile up in the restricted 
unemployment trust fund.

LWC Secretary Ava Cates 
said the proposal's most signifi-
cant consequences would happen 
during times like the pandemic 
that cause unemployment rates to 
spike quickly. She said that laid-
off workers would be locked into 
fewer benefits for an entire year 
based on unemployment rates of 

the previous month. Unemploy-
ment rates also differ significantly 
according to geographic areas 
within the state, with metropolitan 
areas having significantly higher 
rates than other parts of the state. 
According to the National Em-
ployment Law Project, sliding-
scale programs like Romero is 
proposing disproportionately hurt 
communities of color.

Republicans on the com-
mittee remain unconvinced by 
the LWC leadership's testimony. 
Romero said that if the proposal is 
approved, lawmakers could enact 
new legislation to use the money 
or lower the unemployment tax 
rates. He believes the proposal 
will improve the state in the long 
run. "I think in the future, and 
the state's going to be better off 
by doing this, I really believe…
Once it's in place, I think you'll 
see some positive results," he said.

LawmakErs from page 1

A legislative proposal to 
lock into Louisiana law the rights 
of landowners who lease their 
property to solar and wind farm 
operators has renewable energy 
advocates uncomfortable.

Senate Bill 154, sponsored 
by Sen. Bret Allain, R-Franklin, 
would tuck protections for in-
dividual property owners into 
Louisiana’s mineral code, a mas-
sive section of statutes related 
mostly to oil and gas exploration.

Allain’s bill cleared the 
Senate Committee on Natural 
Resources last week without 
objection from other lawmakers, 
but some in the renewable energy 
industry and other policy experts 
expressed their opposition. 

Several lobbyists who spoke 
against the bill did so only in 

vague terms and failed to explain 
exactly how placement in the 
mineral code would hinder the 
renewable energy industry. Only 
one offered some specificity.

Camille Manning-Broome is 
president of the Center for Plan-

ning Excellence, a Louisiana non-
profit that provides best-practice 
guidance on policy related to 
infrastructure and community 
design. She told lawmakers the 
bill would make Louisiana an 
outlier among other states that 

have approved laws on wind and 
solar leasing.

The state’s mineral code is 
designed for industries that ex-
tract resources from below the 
earth’s surface, where land use 
rights carry a unique array of ob-

ligations and liabilities, she said.
“For wind and solar, leasing 

is properly viewed through the 
lens of surface rights,” Manning-
Broome said. “They are more 
akin to agriculture or hunting.”

Allain said everything in 
his bill came from current law 
pertaining to oil and gas, but he 
did acknowledge his legislation 
is not an official product of the 
state’s Emerging Energy Codi-
fication Task Force. 

Allain established the task 
force last year in an effort to de-
velop legislation like SB 154, 
but the panel’s final report isn’t 
due until Feb. 9, 2024 — after 
Allain’s term in office ends.

“As you know, I will not be 
here next year because of term 
limits, and I thought it was im-
portant that I get a leasing bill 
for emerging energy on the books 
here,” he told the committee last 
week.

In a phone interview, Man-

ning-Broome explained that fold-
ing wind and solar leasing into 
the mineral code unnecessarily 
complicates the law and can make 
it less accessible to the public.

“We shouldn’t rush into laws 
like this,” she said. “It’s really 
critical that we’re very smart, 
intentional and deliberate, and 
we want to ensure a transparent 
process in creating this law. Let 
the task force do its work.” 

Ownership of mineral rights 
can be very complicated, and 
Louisiana is home to an entire 
industry of lawyers who special-
ize in the subject, though Allain 
sees that as a benefit to using 
the mineral code for solar and 
wind. He even appointed the di-
rector of the Louisiana Mineral 
Law Institute, Keith Hall, to the 
Emerging Energy Codification 
Task Force. 

The bill is now pending on 
the Senate floor.

Renewable energy advocates suspicious of leasing legislation

 Rows of solar modules generate electricity at UL-Lafayette’s Photovoltaic Applied Research and Testing (PART) Lab on 
Aug. 9, 2021. (Wes Muller/Louisiana Illuminator)

Bill would put 
solar and wind 
leasing into state 
mineral code

BATON ROUGE, La. — Get 
ready to shake your tail feathers 
at the ninth Annual Crawfish Boil 
and Music Festival, 'Buggin' on 
the Bluff', hosted by the Southern 
University Alumni Federation 
Home Chapter. It's all happening 
on Saturday, May 6th, from noon 
until 6 p.m. on the lawn of the 
Mayberry Dining Hall at South-
ern University in Baton Rouge.

This year, we have a lineup 
that'll have you on your feet all 
day. Zydeco musician Chris Ar-
doin and the Human Jukebox 
band will be taking the stage. 

So grab your lawn chair, bring 
your appetite, and prepare to 
dance the day away.

The event is expected to 
draw in over 800 alumni, friends, 
and supporters, so you can bet 
it will be a blast. And if that's 
not enough, there will also be a 
vendor fair market with tons of 
local goodies to explore.

"It's a party for everyone!" 
exclaimed Home Chapter Presi-
dent Brian Adams. "Come out 
and show your support for our 

university while enjoying some 
amazing food and music. Plus, 
all the net proceeds will go to-
wards scholarships for deserving 
students. It's a win-win!"

So make sure to take ad-
vantage of the fun. Mark your 
calendars and get ready to join 
the party at 'Buggin' on the Bluff'!

Tickets are $35 for crawfish 
or fried fish. Visit https://www.
suhomechapter.org/general-6 to 
purchase tickets. 

Crawfish, Music, and Fun: Buggin' on the Bluff is Back

Magee's concerns. However, 
he proposed amendments that 
would expand the tax to include 
events in New Orleans, making 
the cost more equitable. Cormier 
expressed openness to amending 
the bill on the house floor.

Committee Chair Stuart 
Bishop, however, did not allow 
the bill to move forward, forc-
ing a vote that ultimately failed. 
The rejection of the bill means 
that the passenger rail project 

tax from page 2

BY: WESLEY MULLER
Louisiana Illuminator
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Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor        

Hour of Power  .............................................12 Noon Each Wednesday
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Communion Service  ............................................. 2nd Sunday 9:00am
Bible Study Wednesday  ............................................................7:00pm
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting .....................................................  6:00pm

NEW BIRTH
FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HOUR OF
POWER

Every Sunday 
at 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

HOLY
COMMUNION

Every Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every 3rd Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every Friday 
at 12 NOON

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Church directory ads starting at $10 per week 
call us for details 225.775.2002

DISCIPLES OUTREACH 

2032 Gore Rd, • Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
Sunday Service .............................. 9:00 am
Sunday School ............................... 8:00 am
Bible Studay .........................Mon.7:00 pm
Saturday Sabbath  .................Sat. 11:00 am

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

M I N I S T R Y

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH 
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

For details call 225.775.2002

$10OO
per week

STARTING AT ONLY•  Church Services and  
programs

• Streaming Live URL
•          FREE first priority 
  announcement place

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway – Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 -    Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Sunday School ................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ...........................................................  10:55 a.m.
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship .......  2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study .................................Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Ministry  ..................................................... Tues 6:00 p.m.

By Tony Evans

Hebrews 11:6 makes it crystal 
clear that without faith you won’t 
see God. This is because without 
faith, you do not please Him. The 
absence of faith results in the ab-
sence of the manifest presence of 
God. In other words, you may know 
He exists, but you won’t necessarily 
experience His existence in your 
day-to-day life. That’s why God 
urges us so often in Scripture to 
live our lives by faith.

He wants us to experience 
Him. 

He desires to intervene in our 
situations. 

He wants to reveal His power 
in our circumstances. 

But it requires our faith to 
participate in the process of His 
providential hand. Remember, faith 
is acting like it is so even when it’s 
not so in order that it might be so 
simply because God said so. Faith is 
verifiable. You never have to guess 
if you have faith because it shows 
up in your walk, not just your talk. 

Faith is made 
real when you 
choose to obey 
God even when 
you cannot see 
the reality or 
rationale of 
your obedience 
from a human 
perspective.

W h a t ’ s 
more:  fai th 
must always 

precede sight. Once you have sight, 
it is no longer faith. That’s why He-
brews 11:1 declares, “Now faith is 
the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” 
If you have to see it first, you have 
cancelled faith. Faith is prior to, 
and apart from, sight. In fact, faith 
leads to sight. But, even so, most 
people first decide what they are 
going to do by what they see. As a 
result, they regularly cancel out the 
supernatural from taking place in 
their lives. Don’t make that mistake, 
for God wants you to experience 
more of Him.

Your Faith Leads to 
an Experience of God

Tony Evans

By Creflo Dollar

When we read the Gospel, it 
is important to read it in its proper 
context. Reading it through the 
Old Testament lens of the Law of 
Moses gives us an outdated inter-
pretation that is no longer valid, but 
reading it through the lens of grace 
reveals the power of the resurrected 
Jesus. When we understand that we 
don’t have to live by old standards 
that no longer apply to us, we’re 
free to rightly divide the Word of 
truth. Correspondingly, we limit 
ourselves when we lift Scriptures 
out of context and wrongly inter-
pret the Word.

Under the Law of Moses, 
punishment and condemnation 
were key motivators, but Jesus re-
placed the law with His grace and 
truth. Before, strict obedience and 

constant atone-
ment for sin 
was necessary 
to please God, 
but faith is all 
that is needed, 
now. The truth 
that Jesus was 
the perfect sac-
rifice for sin 
highlights the 
significance of 
what He did on 
the cross. Let-
ting this get down inside us begins 
to transform us.

For example, Holy Commu-
nion celebrates Jesus’ work on the 
cross but, if we’re not careful, we 
can incorrectly interpret the Scrip-
ture on communion. The apostle 
Paul wrote that whoever partakes 
of communion in an unworthy 

manner eats and drinks damna-
tion to himself. An Old Testament 
mindset immediately goes to sin-
consciousness and condemns us 
as being unworthy to take com-
munion. However, this Scripture 
is actually advising us to examine 
ourselves beforehand; it does not 
say to meditate on our sins and 
avoid communion altogether.

Reading this Scripture in con-
text, we see that we take the bread 
and wine in memory of Jesus, not 
of our sins. Interpreting this in-
correctly traps us in fear, guilt, 
and condemnation. Interpreting 
it correctly frees us to receive, 
by faith, what grace has made 
available. Reading the Word in 
the proper spirit opens our eyes 
to the forgiveness God offers us 
through the new

 

PRAYER:
God, in Your mercy You sent 

us Your Son to replace the condem-
nation and sin-consciousness of the 
old covenant with grace and love. 
You released us from the require-
ments of the Law of Moses and 
gave us freedom through Jesus. 
Thank You for giving us Your 
Spirit to properly interpret what 
You say to us. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

SCRIPTURES:
2 Timothy 2:15
John 1:17
Romans 6:14
Hebrews 11:6
Hebrews 10:1-14
1 Corinthians 11:24, 25, 27-29

The resurrected Jesus transforms us

Creflo dollar

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 • Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

Sunday School .................................................................. 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service..............1st, 3rd. & 4th Sundays ...........  10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship .........2nd & 5th Sunday .................8:00 a.m

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study .......12:00 p.m. 
Disciple Bible Study.................Wednesday ........................5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry...........................Tuesday ...........................6:00 p.m.
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Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting 
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 
to take advantage of our special ratesto take advantage of our special rates

Broadcast Rates

Commercial Spot Rates

• 15 minutes  $40 4 per month $160
• 30 minutes  $65 4 per month $260
• 60 minutes  $75 4 per month $300

• 100 Spots $125
• 150 Spots $168 
• 200 Spots $250

All shows must include an intro and an outro.
•  $50 talent fee for production of intro and outro.
• All broadcast scheduling depends on availability

All shows must include an into and an outro.
• $50 talent fee for commercial spot production
• Production of commercial spot script. TBD

These special rates are exclusive to Interfaith Gazette advertising partners. The Interfaith Gazette is an 
official representative and media partner of Global Impact Media LLC.

FREE Programming available for
Interfaith Gazette Advertising Partners.
When you purchase: 
• Full Page Advertisement
• Half Page Advertisement
•  Interfaith Church Sportlight Listing with

Web Page Directory:
• Church Name • Pastor Name • Location
• Time of Service • Contact Info •  link to
your website • Social Media links.

GOSPEL INTERNET RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR

Interfaith Gazette
PUBLISHER Bishop Marjorie Holt, Ph.D.419.214.0730

LISTEN LIVE! www. interfaithgazette.com

Advertise during the DORINDA
CLARK COLE RADIO SHOW. Call for 
details.

LISTEN LIVE! WWW.247PRAISERADIO.COM

Broadcast Rates
• 15 min  $25.00   4 broadcast per month $100
• 30 min  $35.00  4 broadcast per month $140
• 60 min  $43.75  4 broadcast per month $175

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 225.775.2002 

MILLIONS 
OF LISTENERS
PER HOUR

These special rates are  
exclusive to the BR Weekly 
Press advertising partner. 
TheBR Weekly Press is an 
official representative and media 
partner of  
247 Parise Radio.com

LET US HELP YOU REACH 
THOSANDS IN THE 247 PRAISE RADIO 

COMMUNITY AND BEYOND

ALWAYS CRYSTAL CLEAR 24/7 NO MATTER WHERE 
YOU ARE IN THE CITY, STATE , COUNTRY OR IN THE WORLD

YOUR ADVERTISMENT 
COULD BE HERE

CALL 225.775.2002 
TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE

RELIGION

BY CREFLO DOLLAR 

The external environment 
believers operate in every day 
is far from ideal. If we’re not 
careful, the negative messages 
t h e  w o r l d 
sends us can 
make us feel 
like sinners 
on their way 
to hell. How-
ever,  Jesus 
bled and died 
to change the 
trajectory of 
our final des-
tination after 
our  ear th ly 
lives are done. When the enemy 
attacks us with negative thinking 
regarding our righteousness and 
salvation, we can trust in Jesus’ 
powerful blood to guarantee our 
entrance into heaven.

The devil tries his best to 
get us to doubt our knowledge of 
the truth of who we are in Jesus 
Christ, and to question whether 
or not we’re really saved. He 
points to what we’ve done in the 
past, and suggests that maybe 
God won’t accept us anymore 
because of our actions. This is a 
dangerous way to think because 
it opens the door to destruction. 
“My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge…” (Hosea 
4:6).

Our salvation isn’t based 
on anything we do, but on what 
Jesus already did. Therefore, 
nothing we could ever do is 
stronger than what He accom-
plished on the cross. Our stand-
ing as saved, redeemed people 

of faith can never change. This 
is comforting and reassuring in 
the midst of the devil’s spiritual 
onslaughts.

Jesus’ blood carries great 
power not only in the physical 
realm, but also in the spiritual 
realm. It gives us authority on 
the earth now, and secures our 
future with Him later. In the Old 
Testament, the people shed the 
blood of sacrificial animals to 
atone for their sins. Believing 
that the blood that Jesus shed 
has permanently broken the 
power of sin puts us in right-
standing with God and keeps us 
there. “But now in Christ Jesus 
ye who sometimes were far off 
are made nigh by the blood of 
Christ” (Ephesians 2:13). 

Jesus gave believers the 
same power that God gave Him. 
In the physical realm, this en-

ables us to dominate over the 
power of the devil, and nothing 
he does can hurt us. Because 
of His great love for us, God 
also gave us helpers in the su-
pernatural realm to protect and 
minister to us. “Therefore, angels 
are only servants—spirits sent to 
care for people who will inherit 
salvation” (Hebrews 1:14, NLT).

God has made some amaz-
ing promises to us, His children, 
and we have every right to expect 
all of them to come to pass in 
our lives. Being covered in the 
blood means we have victory in 
life, deliverance from trouble, 
supernatural protection from 
evil, and prosperity in everything 
we do. We’ve been freed from 
sin, fear, deception, sickness, 
and everything else Satan tries to 
use against us. When the world 
struggles with insufficiency, we 

lack nothing. “But my God shall 
supply all your need according 
to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 4:19).

When we plead the blood, 
we can have the utmost confi-
dence in God’s Word concerning 
everything that touches our lives. 
Unlike the promises others make 
to us, the ones God makes to us 
are trustworthy and stand for-
ever. “…You know with all your 
heart and soul that not one of all 
the good promises the Lord your 
God gave you has failed. Every 
promise has been fulfilled; not 
one has failed” (Joshua 23:14, 
NIV). When everything around 
us that seems true shifts and we 
can’t count on it in a pinch, the 
blood of Jesus is the one thing 
we can rely on.

Righteous and redeemed only by Christ'a Blood

Creflo  
Dollar

Jeremiah 29:11 is a verse 
that has brought comfort and 
encouragement to countless in-
dividuals throughout the ages. 
In this verse, God declares that 
He knows the plans He has for 
us, plans to prosper us and not 
harm us, and plans to give us 
hope and a future. I know when 
the word prosper is used many 
first thoughts are of financial 
gain. God's prosperity plan is 
so much more than money. It 
includes your health, relation-
ships man to man and man to 
God, and yes even your finan-
cial well-being. He just wants 
you to trust his plan.

But what does it mean to 
trust in God's plans? Trusting 
in God's plans means acknowl-
edging that His ways are higher 
than ours and that His plans 
for us are more significant 
than anything we could ever 
imagine. It means surrender-
ing our plans and desires to 
Him and seeking His guidance 
and direction in every area of 
our lives.

Trusting in God's plans 
also means understanding that 
the path to our future may not 
be easy or painless. We may 
face struggles and challenges 
along the way, but we can have 
confidence that God is with 
us and that He is using those 
struggles to shape us into the 
person He created us to be.

God's plans are not always 
what we expect but they are 
always good. He uses every 
experience, every struggle, and 
every setback to prepare us for 
the future He has planned for 
us. His plans are designed to 

give us hope 
a n d  a  l o t , 
even when 
we can't see 
it ourselves.

T r u s t -
ing in God's 
p l ans  a l s o 
means being 
patient and 
pe r s i s t en t . 
We may not 
see immediate results, but we 
can trust that God is working 
behind the scenes and will 
bring His plans to fruition in 
His time.

It's important to note that 
trusting in God's plans doesn't 
mean we won't face challenges 
or difficult circumstances. 
However, it does mean that we 
can meet those challenges with 
hope and confidence, knowing 
that God is in control and His 
plans for us are good.

Trusting in God's plans 
requires faith, which is not 
always easy. But as we seek 
Him in prayer and study His 
word, we can grow in our faith 
and deepen our trust in Him. 
We can learn to rely on His 
wisdom and guidance to make 
decisions rather than on our 
understanding.

In conclusion, if you're 
feeling lost or uncertain about 
the future, hold on to the prom-
ise of Jeremiah 29:11. Trust 
that God has good things in 
store for you and that He is 
working everything out for 
your good. With Him by your 
side, you can face any chal-
lenge, overcome any obstacle, 
and walk confidently into the 
future He has prepared for you.

Hope and a Future: 
Trusting in God's Plans

Ivory 
D. Payne

RIGHTEOUS RIGHTEOUS 
& REDEEMED& REDEEMED

BY IVORY D. PAYNE
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The Louisiana House of 
Representatives has passed a 
tax incentive worth $180 mil-
lion to keep film productions 
in the state. If approved by the 
Senate and signed by the gov-
ernor, studios will continue to 
receive incentives that will help 
bring more jobs, money, and 
production to the state.

Katie Pryor, the Executive 
Director of the Baton Rouge 

Film Commission, praised the 
tax break for making Louisi-
ana competitive in the global 
film market by providing stage 
space, an excellent crew, and 
fantastic locations. She believes 
it will keep Baton Rouge in the 
eyes of filmmakers who want 
to shoot there.

However, only some people 
support the incentive. State 
Rep. Richard Nelson criti-

cized the proposal, calling it a 
waste of money. He cited the 
$170 million budget for NCIS 
New Orleans, which he says is 
equivalent to the entire budget 
of the New Orleans Police De-
partment.

In contrast, State Rep. 
Mandie Landry supported the 
bill, highlighting the job op-
portunities and payroll taxes 
paid by the film industry. She 

said the tax incentive would 
help provide stability and cre-
ate steady jobs for people who 
previously worked as waiters 
and waitresses.

If approved, the tax break 
will remain in place for another 
decade, providing a stable en-
vironment for film studios and 
bringing in new productions to 
the state.

Louisiana House Passes Tax Incentive Worth $180 
Million to Boost Film Industry, Now Headed to Senate

If approved, the tax break will remain in place for another decade, providing a stable environment for film studios and bringing in new productions to the state.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA IN 
AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA JUVENILE DIVISION
CASE NO. JS21560
NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION FOR TERMINATION 
PARENT-CHILD
RELATIONSHIP 
In the Matter of: 
ELIZABETH MONK DOB: July 22, 2009
Person under 18 years of age.

TO: Fadia Erica ElMohamed aka Fadia Monk 
 Petitioners, Brandon Vincent Monk and Jessica LeeAnn 
Monk, having filed with this Court a verified Petition to Terminate 
Parent-Child Relationship between Elizabeth Monk and her Natural 
Mother, Fadia Erica ElMohamed aka Fadia Monk.
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a hearing on the Petition 
to Terminate Parent-Child Relationship is scheduled for the 22nd 
day of June, 2023, at the hour of 9:15 o’clock, a.m. (Arizona time), 
before the Honorable Pamela Gates in the Maricopa County Superior 
Court, Juvenile Division at the Old Court House located at : 125 
West Washington Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85003, for the purpose 
of determining whether any parent named herein is contesting the 
allegations in the Petition for Termination.
 The hearing will be virtual. You may contact the division at 
602-506-6391. You may use the following link https://tinyurl.com/
jbazmc-juj17 to connect to the hearing or call in at the time of the 
hearing to 917-781-4590 and use Conference ID: 447-368-555#.
You have a right to appear as a party in this proceeding.  The failure 
of a parent to appear at the initial hearing, the pretrial conference, 
the status conference or the termination adjudication hearing without 
good cause may result in an adjudication terminating the parent-
child relationship of that parent.
Failure to appear at a hearing may result in a finding that the 
parent has waived legal rights, including the right to trial to a jury, 
and is deemed to have admitted the allegations in the motion 
or petition for termination.  The parent shall be advised that the 
hearings may go forward in the absence of the parent and may 
result in the termination of parental rights based upon the record 
and evidence presented.  
In the event a named parent appears and enters a contest to the 
allegations, a trial will be scheduled for a later date. If a named 
parent does not contest the allegations, then that parent’s rights 
shall be terminated on the above date and time.
 The above-named individual may obtain a copy of the Notice 
of Hearing and Petition to Terminate Parent-Child Relationship by 
submitting a written request to: Kristy B. Blackwell, Attorney at 
Law, 3920 S. Alma School Rd., Ste. 5, Chandler, AZ 85248.
A request for reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities 
must be made to the Court by parties at least three (3) working 
days in advance of a scheduled court proceeding.

Systems Services, Inc  seeks an 
Odoo Developer in Baton Rouge, LA

Duties: Analyze user needs & reqt’s to determine feasibility of 
design considering time & cost; Support & customize the Odoo 
(Enterprise Resource Planning) ERP software platform; Maintain, 
customize, & optimize existing business software for clients; 
Create & develop custom business applications based on clients’ 
needs to streamline & improve day-to-day business processes, 
debug potential/existing bugs in the systems/fix them; Custom-
ize business applications & their UI design, manage databases, 
dev’p APIs, write scripts & scheduled actions, design reports 
& create new custom applications. Review & inspect; General 
Ledger data in Odoo databases & provide answers to customer 
tickets regarding the financial results; Work w software dev’t 
team & others on project status, proposals, technical issues.

Req’t: Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Computer Science, Computer 
Engineering, or related degree; College-level course work in an 
Intro U.S. Accounting course; 1 year Odoo development exp, 
must include customizing existing apps and creating new modules 
with clean and re-usable code in different Odoo versions (V12, 
V13, V14, V15); 6 months’ programming exp with JavaScript, 
XML, HTML, and SQL; 6 months’ exp using Python, GitHub, 
Odoo.SH, and Docker; Candidate must be able to successfully 
extend an Odoo module given a set of customer specifications.

Apply: https://www.ssibtr.com/jobs/detail/odoo-software-de-
veloper-5

BUYING OR SELLING
Call 225.775.2002
www.brweeklypress.com

Hey students! Are you interested in photography, writing or 
graphic design? The BR Weekly Press Newspaper wants you to 
join their team!  You'll get to work with professionals, create cool 
content and gain valuable experience. It's a great opportunity 
for internships and to build your portfolio.

If you're interested, call 225-775-2002 or email your resume 
to ivory@brweeklypress.com. Let's create something awe-
some together!

CLASSIFIEDS

FIND IT ALL IN THE CLASSIFIEDS • 225.775.2002
CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

Student Writers, Photographers 
and Graphic Designers WANTED
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SPORTS NEW FROM THE CITY 
OF BAKER NEWS

 To stay up to date on what is happening in the city subscribe to email and text messaging at 
https://cityofbakerla.com/wp/subscribe/.

The BREC Strategic Planning Community 
Advisory Committee is seeking applicants who 
will set the foundation for future Community 
Advisory Committees, as well as future Friends 
of BREC Parks, through their new Community 
Engagement Policy.

This committee will be a part of making 
their community's voice heard.

BREC is looking for a diverse group to 
comprise this 15-member committee. 

Being recipients of a grant from the Trust 
for Public Land for this project will allow BREC 
to compensate each CAC member a total of at 
least $1,000, with eligibility for additional funds 

for those members who qualify for financial 
assistance.

If you are interested or if you know a com-
munity resident that would be interested in being 
a part of this endeavor with us, please encourage 
them to apply at the link below.

BREC will begin reviewing applications by 
May 22, 2023, so that they can begin the selec-
tion process by the beginning of June.

Apply today at Survey Participation visit 
https://survey.sogolytics.com/survey1.aspx?k=
RQsRTSSRYsQQXsPsPsP&lang=0 (sogolyt-
ics.com)

BREC Strategic Planning 
Community Advisory Committee 
Accepting Applications

FREE ADMISSION
LIVE MUSIC 

150+ VENDORS 
 FREE KIDS FUN ZONE

DINOSAURS!

 DENHAM SPRINGS 

SPRING 
FESTIVALFESTIVAL
APRIL 29, 2023     9 AM - 4:30 PM

Sponsored by:  
The Advocate,   

The Livingston Parish News, 
Pierce CMS, 

Livingston Parish CVB

BATON ROUGE, LA – The 
Southern University Lady Jag-
uars have emerged as the 2023 
SWAC Women's Basketball Tour-
nament Champions after defeating 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff in the Final. 
The Lady Jags secured their first 
NCAA Tournament Appearance 
since 2019 with a 62-52 victory 
in the championship game.

Southern University Lady Jaguars 
Win 2023 SWAC Women's Basketball 
Tournament Championship

Southern University Lady Jaguars

FRENCH MANICURE™
PANICLE HYDRANGEA
NOW JUST $24.60+ SHIPPING!

MOTHERʼS DAY 
IS MAY 14TH!

Place your order today!
     Call 844-970-1077 and mention this ad 
     or visit naturehillsdeal.com/bloom43

     Call 
     or visit      or visit      or visit      or visit      or visit 

Legislative leaders have re-
vealed that LSU women’s basket-
ball coach Kim Mulkey’s desire 
to renovate the Pete Maravich 
Assembly Center (PMAC) might 
come to fruition this year. House 
Speaker Pro Tempore Rep. Tanner 
Magee confirmed that there’s a 
chance the money would be set 
aside in the state construction 
budget, House Bill 2. However, 
how much funding would be al-
lotted remains unknown, and it's 
unlikely that the PMAC renova-
tions would receive more than the 
new LSU Library, which is set to 
receive $3.2 million in the current 
budget cycle.

LSU officials were surprised 
by this news, as the university did 
not request any funding for the 
PMAC in its capital outlay re-
quests to the state. Mulkey had 
made the request for state fund-
ing for the renovation or replace-
ment of the PMAC on April 19 
during LSU Day at the Capitol, 
an annual event where LSU stu-
dents, researchers, administrators, 
coaches, and athletes gather to 
showcase the university.

According to Magee, Mulkey 
had stated that the PMAC's de-
graded condition posed a safety 
risk to her players during a con-
versation with legislative lead-
ers. However, some state leaders, 
including Governor John Bel Ed-
wards, have questioned the pro-
posal, emphasizing the need for 
a new library instead.

Rep. Barry Ivey had initially 
opposed the plan, citing the uni-
versity’s $631 million upkeep 
backlog, but later softened his 
stance, stating that he would 
support funding for high prior-
ity needs, such as safety.

LSU officials hope that any 
improvements to the PMAC would 
benefit the entire campus. How-
ever, some lawmakers are con-
cerned that funding for the PMAC 
renovations might result in cuts to 
other projects in the state’s con-
struction budget. Lawmakers are 
currently meeting to determine 
how to allocate funds for the fis-
cal year starting July 1.

The Lady Golden Lions had 
a two-point lead at halftime and 
maintained a 41-38 lead after three 
quarters. However, the Lady Jag-
uars made a strong comeback in 
the final period, scoring 24 points 
and holding their opponents to 
12 points. Southern University's 
defense was instrumental in their 
win, limiting Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
to only 26.7% from the floor.

Southern's Head Coach, 
Funchess, expressed his pride 
in his team's performance. "We 
fought hard and never gave up. 
We knew we had to stay focused 
and continue playing aggressively 
until the end. Our players executed 
the game plan perfectly, and it 
paid off."

The Lady Jaguars dominated 
the game, scoring six fast break 
points, ten points off turnovers, 
and 24 points in the paint. They 

also had an impressive 60% in 
3-point shots, eight defensive re-
bounds, and 55 court points com-
pared to Pine Bluff's 21. The Lady 
Jags took the lead at 5:54 in the 
fourth quarter and never looked 
back, clinching the championship.

The Lady Jaguars' journey to 
the championship was challeng-
ing, as they had to overcome the 
defending conference champions, 
Jackson State, in a nail-biting 
semifinal. Southern University 
finished the season with an 18-14 
overall record and a 12-6 record 
in the SWAC.

With this victory, the Lady 
Jaguars have secured a place in 
the NCAA tournament, which 
will be their first appearance in 
four years. Southern University 
fans are already looking forward 
to seeing their team compete on 
the national stage.

LSU Women's 
Basketball Coach 
Kim Mulkey's 
Request for 
Stadium Renovation 
Sparks Debate in 
Louisiana


