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GUILTY
Second-degree unintentional murder

GUILTY
Thrid-degree murder

GUILTY
Second-degree manslaughter

MINNEAPOLIS — Fol-
lowing nearly a year of protest, 
introspection and raw emotion, 
former Minneapolis officer 
Derek Chauvin, who last May 
held a knee down on George 
Floyd’s neck for more than 9 
minutes, has been found guilty 
of second-degree murder and two 
other charges in Floyd’s death.

Chauvin has been remanded 
to the custody of Hennepin 
County. He was led out of the 
courtroom in handcuffs.

Over about three weeks of 
testimony in court, Minnesota 
prosecutors have repeatedly told 
jurors to "believe your eyes" and 
rely on that video.

"This case is exactly what 
you thought when you saw it 
first, when you saw that video. 
It is exactly that. You can believe 
your eyes," prosecuting attorney 
Steve Schleicher said in closing 
arguments. "This wasn't policing. 
This was murder."

The guilty verdicts led to 
cries of joy among those gath-
ered in Minneapolis at the spot 
where Floyd took his final breath. 
Floyd family attorney Ben Crump 
and the Floyd family released a 
statement praising the verdicts.

"Painfully earned justice 

has arrived for George Floyd's 
family and the community here 
in Minneapolis, but today's ver-
dict goes far beyond this city and 
has significant implications for 
the country and even the world," 
Crump said in a statement. "Jus-

tice for Black America is justice 
for all of America. This case is a 
turning point in American history 
for accountability of law enforce-
ment and sends a clear message 
we hope is heard clearly in every 
city and every state."

The defense called seven 
witnesses of its own -- but not 
Chauvin himself, as he invoked 
his Fifth Amendment right not 
to testify.

Chauvin convited on all counts

Members of the Congressional Black Caucus, including (from left) Rep. Barbara Lee (D-CA), Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE), Rep. Robin Kelly (D-IL) and 
caucus chair Rep. Joyce Beatty (D-OH) react to the verdict in the Derick Chauvin murder trial in the Rayburn Room at the U.S. Capitol on April 20, 2021. 
(Photo by Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)

Former Minneapolis police officer Derek Chauvin was led out of the courtroom in handcuffs after a jury found him 
guilty on all three counts related to the killing of George Floyd. Jamie Yuccas has the latest.

B AT O N 
ROUGE, La. 
– The convic-
tion of Derek 
Chauvin will 
never fully re-
pair the dam-
age caused by 
his unwarranted 
injustice against 
George Floyd, 
but the verdict 
has exemplified 
that we can only 
move forward when we address 
the mistreatment of marginalized 
communities at the hands of those 
sworn to protect them.

Today’s verdict does bring ac-
countability. We must continue to 
work towards a community dedi-
cated to justice through transpar-
ency and accountability. We must 
continue to close the gap between 
law enforcement and our commu-
nity. We must continue to build 
stronger institutions while build-
ing public trust.

My prayer is this is a step to-
wards healing, but most of all a 
message that all men must be treated 
equally. It is at this time I ask all 
of you to join me in offering my 
continued sympathy and prayers 
to the family of George Floyd, and 
to all who have been waiting for 
justice and closure for far too long.

Statement by 
Mayor Sharon 
Weston Broome 
on the convic-
tion of Derek 
Chauvin

Gov. John 
Bel Edwards 
issued the fol-
lowing state-
ment about the 
guilty verdict 
in the Derek 
Chauvin trial.

Gov. Ed-
wards said:

“ To d a y , 
I am thankful 
that the criminal 
justice system dispensed justice 
to George Floyd’s family and to 
society.

While today’s verdict will not 
bring George Floyd back, nor will 
it erase years of damaging racism 
and violence, it is a positive step 
forward that Derek Chauvin was 
held fully accountable for Floyd’s 
death.

All people, regardless of the 
color of their skin, deserve to be 
treated fairly, equally and with dig-
nity by members of law enforce-
ment. Officers should never resort 
to excessive force when they are 
dealing with the public. For that 
reason, we should all be encour-
aged that so many career law en-
forcement officials testified to the 
criminality of Chauvin’s actions.

I join many Americans and 
Louisianans in grieving along-
side the Floyd family, and I pray 
this verdict will give them some 
measure of peace. I also pray that 
all people in our state and our na-
tion will stand together, learn from 
one another, reject violence, and 
embrace neighborly love.”

Statement from 
Gov. Edwards 
on the Verdict 
in the Derek 
Chauvin Trial

Mayor 
Sharon 
Weston 
Broome

Gov. 
John Bel 
Edwards

"While today’s verdict will 
not bring George Floyd 
back, nor will it erase 
years of damaging rac-
ism and violence, it is 
a positive step forward 
that Derek Chauvin was 
held fully accountable for 
Floyd’s death."

Today’s verdict does 
bring accountability. We 
must continue to work 
towards a community 
dedicated to justice 
through transparency and 
accountability. We must 
continue to close the gap 
between law enforcement 
and our community. We 
must continue to build 
stronger institutions while 
building public trust.
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BATON ROUGE, La. — 
Louisiana’s health department 
told the state’s vaccine providers 
Tuesday to stop administering the 
Johnson & Johnson coronavirus 
vaccine immediately, after federal 
officials announced they are in-
vestigating possible links between 
the one-shot vaccine and severe 
blood clots.

“Louisiana takes vaccine 
safety very seriously, and this 
pause should give the public and 
providers confidence the system of 
monitoring and safety checks are 
working as intended,” the health 
department said in its advisory to 
hospitals, clinics and pharmacies 
distributing vaccine doses.

“If you are a provider with 
J&J doses, while you should pause 
administration, please continue to 
store them in your refrigerator,” 
the advisory said.

Ochsner Health quickly 
shifted a Tuesday vaccination 
event in New Orleans that planned 
to use Johnson & Johnson shots 
to instead use the Pfizer vaccine. 
Louisiana’s largest health system 
said it was contacting all patients 
with scheduled appointments for 
the one-dose J&J vaccine to notify 
them that they’ll receive one of 
the available two-dose vaccines.

“We have adequate supply 
of Pfizer and Moderna vaccines 
and will not need to cancel or re-

schedule upcoming appointments 
or vaccine events,” Ochsner Health 
said in its statement.

The Franciscan Missionar-
ies of Our Lady Health System 
— which operates Our Lady of 
the Lake Regional Medical Center 
in Baton Rouge, among its nine 
hospitals — also announced it was 
shifting entirely to the Pfizer and 
Moderna vaccines for its immu-
nization events.

Several community vacci-
nation events that planned to use 
Johnson & Johnson vaccines were 
being rescheduled or switching to 
other vaccines.

Louisiana pauses use of Johnson & Johnson COVID-19 vaccine

An employee with the LA Dept. of Health fills a J&J shot during a drive-through 
shot give-away with the help of the Louisiana National Guard at the St. Tammany 
Parish Fair Grounds in Covington, La., Friday, April 9, 2021. See VACCINE, on page 2

See CHAUVIN, on page 2
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New Orleans, LA – Fol-
lowing the jury's verdict find-
ing Derek Chauvin guilty, Sen. 
Karen Carter Peterson released 
the following statement:

“I’m grateful for today’s 
verdict, but we should be clear – 
there is nothing that can give true 
justice to the family of George 
Floyd. It shouldn’t take nation-
wide protests to hold one police 
officer accountable in court. And 
it shouldn’t take an international 
movement to bring awareness 
to the police brutality that com-
munities of color have faced off-
camera for years.

"The current criminal jus-
tice and policing systems in place 

can’t protect 
Black lives 
because they 
weren’t cre-
ated to. That’s 
why we have 
to transform 
them f rom 
the ground up. 
Today’s ver-
dict is a start 
for the heal-
ing George 
Floyd’s family deserves, but 
real justice means reimagining 
criminal justice and policing in 
our country so no family has to 
endure this type of heartbreak 
ever again.”

Sen. Karen Carter Peterson 
Statement on Jury Verdict 
in Derek Chauvin Trial

Sen. Karen 
Carter 
Peterson

BATON ROUGE, La. — Eight 
candidates seeking to be Louisiana 
State University’s next president 
were chosen Wednesday by a search 
committee for interviews, includ-
ing the leader of another college 
system in the state and Gov. John 
Bel Edwards’ top budget adviser.

LSU is seeking a new president 
in the middle of a sexual misconduct 
scandal, which was seen as damp-
ening interest in the job, which has 
been open since an interim president 
took over the position in January 
2020.

The Advocate reports that 23 
candidates submitted applications to 
oversee a system that includes col-
leges, medical schools, a law school 
and research institutions across the 
state. The president also works as 
chancellor of Louisiana’s flagship 
university in Baton Rouge.

The eight semifinalists will 
be interviewed Monday and Tues-
day, with the search committee ex-
pected to pick finalists on April 
30 to submit to the LSU Board of 
Supervisors.

Contenders to be interviewed 
include Commissioner of Admin-
istration Jay Dardenne, the gov-
ernor’s chief budget adviser who 
runs the day-to-day operations of 
state government, and University 
of Louisiana System President Jim 
Henderson, who heads the state’s 
largest public university system 
with nine colleges and 90,000 
students.

Also to be interviewed are:

• Laurence Alexander, profes-
sor and chancellor at the University 
of Arkansas at Pine Bluff.

• Maj. Gen. Ron Clark, Army 
chief of staff for the United States 
Indo-Pacific Command.

• Kelvin Droegemeier, former 

director of the White House Office 
of Science and Technology Policy 
under former President Donald 
Trump’s administration.

• Rustin Moore, professor and 
dean of the College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Ohio State University.

• Mary Ann Rankin, professor 
and former senior vice president 
and provost at the University of 
Maryland, College Park.

• Retired Army Lt. Gen. Jeff 

Talley, president & CEO of con-
sulting firm The P3i Group, LLC.

The university system is 
searching for a new leader in the 
midst of a scandal after a scathing 
independent report released earlier 
this year detailed years of LSU’s 
widespread mishandling of claims 
of sexual harassment, domestic 

8 semifinalists for Louisiana 
State University’s top job

Insurance Agent/Owner
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Defense attorney Eric Nelson 
argued that Chauvin's use of force 
was unattractive but appropriate 
and said he was distracted by a 
crowd of hostile bystanders on the 
scene. He also argued that Floyd 
died due to fentanyl and meth-
amphetamine use, his resistance 
of officers and his underlying 
heart problems, rather than due 
to Chauvin's actions.

The Minnesota Department 
of Corrections says Chauvin was 
booked into Minnesota Correc-
tional Facility-Oak Park Heights 
just before 5 p.m., as part of an 
agreement with the Hennepin 
County Sheriff’s Office.

According to a pool report, 
George Floyd’sbrother, Philonise 
Floyd, was praying in the court-
room before the verdict was read.

“I was just praying they 
would find him guilty,” he said 
after the conviction. “As an Afri-
can American, we usually never 
get justice.”

Family members of George 
Floyd, along with attorney Ben 
Crump and Rev. Al Sharpton, 
held a press conference about an 
hour after the verdict was read. 
Sharpton first led a prayer with 
the family.

“Let’s lean into this moment 
and let’s make sure that this mo-
ment will be documented for our 
children as they continue on the 
journey to justice knowing that 
the blood of George Floyd will 
give them a trail to find a way to 
a better America,” Crump said.

The verdict was read in Hen-
nepin County court just after 4 
p.m. Tuesday. In addition to the 
second-degree murder conviction, 
the jury found Chauvin guilty of 
third-degree murder and second-
degree manslaughter.

“George Floyd mattered. He 
was loved by his family and his 
friends,” Attorney General Keith 
Ellison said at a press conference 
Tuesday afternoon. “But that isn’t 
why he mattered. He mattered be-
cause he was a human being. And 
there is no way that we can turn 
away from that reality.”

President Joe Biden and Vice 
President Kamala Harris spoke 
Tuesday evening on Chauvin’s 
conviction.

Darnella Frazier, who re-
corded the video of Floyd’s death 
that spread quickly online on May 
25, 2020, wrote on Facebook that 
“justice has been serve

In a statement released 
Tuesday evening, Minneapolis 
Police Chief Medaria Arradondo 
— who fired Chauvin one day 

after Floyd’s death, and testified 
against him in his trial — thanked 
the jurors for “their immense re-
sponsibility and honorable civic 
duty.” He also called for peace 
and calm.

“Now is the time to use our 
humanity to lift each other up and 
not tear our City down,” Arra-
dondo said.

It took the jury roughly 10 
hours of deliberation to reach 
their verdict — about four hours 
Monday afternoon and evening, 
and another six hours Tuesday 
starting at 8 a.m.

Chauvin was convicted on 
the following charges:

• Second-degree uninten-
tional murder means causing 
death without intent by commit-
ting a felony.

• Second-degree manslaugh-
ter is causing death by unreason-
able risk.

• Third-degree murder means 
causing death by an “eminently 
dangerous” act, showing a “de-
praved mind.”

Earlier Tuesday, Hennepin 
County court employees were 
notified to stop working at all 
downtown courthouse locations 
and to “exit downtown immedi-
ately.”

Public safety officials said 
there would be no statewide 
curfew Tuesday night. Follow-
ing Chauvin’s conviction, crowds 
gathered at the Hennepin County 
Government Center, George Floyd 
Square at 38th and Chicago and in 
Brooklyn Center, where 20-year-
old Daunte Wright was shot and 
killed by police in the middle of 
Chauvin’s trial.

The maximum penalty on 
second-degree murder charges 
is up to 40 years in prison, and 
the third-degree murder charges 
carries a sentence of up to 25 years 
in prison. The maximum penalty 
on second-degree manslaughter 
is up to 10 years in prison.

Judge Peter Cahill said sen-
tencing will take place in about 
eight weeks.

The jurors heard closing 
arguments in the trial of Derek 
Chauvin Monday. The two sides 
split most significantly on the 
cause of death. The prosecution 
argued that all the law requires 
is that the prosecution prove be-
yond a reasonable doubt is that 
Chauvin’s knee restraint was a 
“substantial cause” of Floyd’s 
death.

The defense stressed that 
Chauvin did what any reason-

Chauvin from page 1

See CHAUVIN, on page 3

See TOP JOB, on page 5

The U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and the 
Food and Drug Administration rec-
ommended the country “pause” use 
of the Johnson & Johnson vaccine 
after six cases of rare blood clots 
were found among the 6.8 million 
people vaccinated with the doses.

“While I understand that this 
news may be concerning, I remain 
committed to working alongside 
public health experts to make sure 
people can get the answers they 
need to make an informed deci-
sion,” Edwards, a Democrat, said 
in a statement.

Louisiana’s health department 
said the blood clots being inves-
tigated “appear to be extremely 
rare.” But the agency said any-
one who received the Johnson 
& Johnson vaccine and develops 
severe headaches, abdominal pain, 
leg pain or shortness of breath 
within three weeks of immuniza-
tion should contact a health care 
provider.

The governor urged people to 

vaCCine from page 1

See VACCINE, on page 3
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able officer would have done and 
said it was wrong to look only at 
nine minutes and 29 seconds when 
Floyd was on the ground.

In a departure from how he has 
looked throughout the trial, Chauvin 
was maskless and looked directly at 
his attorney throughout the three-
hour defense closing statement. For 
the rest of the testimony and the 
prosecution closing he was head 
down, masked and taking exten-
sive notes.

While Nelson’s summation 
was lengthy, it was also complex. 
And that may be why Blackwell 
came back with this statement in 
his rebuttal argument. He said this 
case is not that complicated and that, 
in the state’s view, Chauvin caused 
Floyd’s death.

The line he left the jury with 
was this: “You were told, for ex-
ample, that Mr. Floyd died because 
his heart was too big. You heard that 
testimony. And now having seen 
all the evidence, having heard all 
the evidence, you know the truth. 
And the truth of the matter is that 
the reason George Floyd is dead is 
because Mr. Chauvin’s heart was 
too small.”

Since the trial began last 
month, the prosecution called 38 
people. The defense called seven 
people to testify in court. Chauvin 
was not one of them; he invoked his 
constitutional right not to testify. It 
was a decision that came without 
the jury present.

Now that Chauvin has been 
convicted, next comes the determi-
nation about whether any aggravat-
ing factors existed.

The first possible aggravating 
factor is whether the victim was 
“treated with particular cruelty.” 
The second is if a child was pres-
ent. Witnesses at the scene and who 
testified included two teens who 
were 17 at the time, as well as a 
9-year-old.

“If they find aggravating fac-
tors the judge could go all the way 
up to the statutory maximum, which 
for count one is up to 40 years, count 
two up to 25 years, and count three 
up to 10 years,” attorney Joe Tam-
burino told reporters.

The other three officers in-
volved are charged with aiding 
and abetting, and are expected to 
be tried jointly in August.

Earl Gray, the attorney repre-
senting ex-officer Thomas Lane, 
told reporters he had no comment 
on Chauvin’s conviction.

Chauvin from page 2

By Stacy M. Brown, 
NNPA Newswire 
Senior National Correspondent

The House Judiciary Com-
mittee on Wednesday, April 
14, plans to hold the first-ever 
markup of H.R. 40, the Com-
mission to Study and Develop 
Reparation Proposals for African 
Americans Act.

The 10 a.m. session on 
Capitol Hill will help advance 
legislation first introduced about 
three decades ago that establishes 
a commission to examine slavery 
and discrimination in the United 
States from 1619 to the present 
and recommend appropriate 
remedies.

“Why is this significant 
now to have a markup in this 
historic moment in our his-
tory? The bill was introduced 
a year after the Civil Liberties 

Act that provided reparations 
for our Japanese-Americans, 
and we as African Americans 
supported it,” Congresswoman 
Sheila Jackson-Lee (D-Texas) 
said during a news conference 
with African American media 
members.

“The bill would allow the 
country to finally confront the 
stark social disparities occur-
ring in the African American 
community today and provide 
solutions,” Jackson-Lee, the bill’s 
lead sponsor, stated.

The historic markup of 
H.R. 40 is intended to continue 
a national conversation about 
how to confront the brutal mis-
treatment of African Americans 
during chattel slavery, Jim Crow 
segregation, and the enduring 
structural racism that remains 
endemic to American society 
today added House Judiciary 

Committee Chairman Jerrold 
Nadler (D-NY).

“Long after slavery was 
abolished, segregation and subju-
gation of African Americans was 
a defining part of this nation’s 
policies that shaped its values and 
its institutions,” Nadler remarked.

“Today, we still live with 
racial disparities in access to 
education, health care, housing, 
insurance, employment, and other 
social goods that are directly at-
tributable to the damaging legacy 
of slavery and government-
sponsored racial discrimination,” 
Nadler remarked.

“The creation of a commis-
sion under H.R. 40 to study these 
issues is not intended to divide, 
but to continue the efforts com-
menced by states, localities and 
private institutions to reckon with 

BATON ROUGE, La — The 
2021 Crawfish King Cook-Off will 
look a little different this year!  For 
the health and safety of all Craw-
fish King Cook-Off 2021 will be 
curbside pick-up only.  On Friday, 
May 7, 2021 from 3 – 7pm, a $25 
donation will allow ticket holders 
to drive thru one of three locations 
(Bayou Plaza in Gonzales, the Blue 
Cross Blue Shield campus on Blue-
bonnet, or the BRCC parking lot on 
Florida Boulevard) and receive six 
pounds of crawfish boiled by teams 
competing for the Audience Choice 
award.  All event proceeds directly 
benefit Big Buddy Program and 
Junior Achievement, two organiza-
tions which provide programs and 

services to youth in our community. 
Tickets may be purchased online 
at www.crawfishkingcookoff.com 
until sold out.  Tickets should be 
purchased in advance to secure a 
spot, but tickets will be sold until 
the event is over or sold out.  First 
come, first served.

Event sponsor BASF joins Ju-
nior Achievement and Big Buddy 
Program to host this year’s competi-
tors. Corporate teams bring their 
best boilers, recipes, and techniques, 
all for the chance to be crowned 
Crawfish King by local chefs who 
serve as judges.

To learn more about the 2021 
Crawfish King Cook-Off, visit 
crawfishkingcookoff.com.

Crawfish King Cook-Off 
Competition Celebrates 
8th Year with Curbside Event

U.S. House Prepares Historic 
Session on Reparations Legislation

“The markup of H.R. 40 by the Judiciary Committee is a major step toward the creation of a long-overdue national 
commission to study and develop reparation proposals. (Photo: iStockphoto / NNPA)

See REPARATION, on page 5
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continue getting vaccinated with 
Pfizer and Moderna doses.

Nearly 1.4 million people in 
Louisiana — 30% of the state’s 
total population — have received 
at least one dose of the vaccine, ac-
cording to state health department 
data. More than 966,000 people 
have been fully immunized, about 
21%. That’s far below the thresh-
old that scientists say is needed to 
stop the uncontrolled spread of the 
COVID-19 disease caused by the 
coronavirus.

vaCCine from page 2
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By Charles stanley

Now Saul, still breathing threats 
and murder against the disciples 
of the Lord, went to the high priest, 
2 and asked for letters from him 
to the synagogues at Damascus, 
so that if he found any belonging 
to the Way, both men and women, 
he might bring them bound to Je-
rusalem. 3 As he was traveling, it 
happened that he was approaching 
Damascus, and suddenly a light 
— ACTS 9:1-31

D o  y o u 
know someone 
with a hostile 
attitude toward 
God? It can be 
hard to imagine 
such a person 
accepting the 
Lord’s salvation, 
but no one is be-
yond the reach 
of our loving 
heavenly Father.

Saul of Tar-

sus is a perfect example. This self-
righteous Pharisee was so confident 
of his obedience to God’s Law that 
he couldn’t see his need for a Savior. 
His goal was to get rid of Chris-
tians, but God had other plans for 
his life. Jesus appeared to him in a 
blinding light and confronted him 
about his persecution of the church. 
Saul repented, placed his trust in 
the Savior, and spent the rest of his 
life spreading the good news that 
salvation comes through faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ.

Conviction of sin is an un-
comfortable but important step 
for a life of faith. Before we can 
understand our need for a Savior, 
we must recognize the hopelessness 
of our sinful condition. Then we can 
repent and receive the forgiveness 
of sins through faith in Jesus Christ. 

Like Paul, we are saved only 
because God reached down to res-
cue us. And He will never leave or 
forsake us (Heb. 13:5) but is always 
present to mold us into Christlike-
ness.

RELIGION
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NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Telephone: (225) 926-0246 • Facsimile: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174

Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor        

Hour of Power  .............................................12 Noon Each Wednesday
Sunday School ........................................................................... 8:00am
Church Service  .......................................................................... 9:00am
Communion Service  ............................................. 2nd Sunday 9:00am
Bible Study Wednesday  ............................................................7:00pm
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting .....................................................  6:00pm

NEW BIRTH
FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HOUR OF
POWER

Every Sunday 
at 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

HOLY
COMMUNION

Every Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every 3rd Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every Friday 
at 12 NOON

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Church directory ads starting at $10 per week 
call us for details 225.775.2002

DISCIPLES OUTREACH 

2032 Gore Rd, • Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
Sunday Service .............................. 9:00 am
Sunday School ............................... 8:00 am
Bible Studay .........................Mon.7:00 pm
Saturday Sabbath  .................Sat. 11:00 am

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

M I N I S T R Y

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH 
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

For details call 225.775.2002

$10OO
per week

STARTING AT ONLY•  Church Services and  
programs

• Streaming Live URL
•          FREE first priority 
  announcement place

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway – Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 -    Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Sunday School ................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ...........................................................  10:55 a.m.
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship .......  2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study .................................Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Ministry  ..................................................... Tues 6:00 p.m.

By Tony Evans

Hebrews 11:6 makes it crystal 
clear that without faith you won’t 
see God. This is because without 
faith, you do not please Him. The 
absence of faith results in the ab-
sence of the manifest presence of 
God. In other words, you may know 
He exists, but you won’t necessarily 
experience His existence in your 
day-to-day life. That’s why God 
urges us so often in Scripture to 
live our lives by faith.

He wants us to experience 
Him. 

He desires to intervene in our 
situations. 

He wants to reveal His power 
in our circumstances. 

But it requires our faith to 
participate in the process of His 
providential hand. Remember, faith 
is acting like it is so even when it’s 
not so in order that it might be so 
simply because God said so. Faith is 
verifiable. You never have to guess 
if you have faith because it shows 
up in your walk, not just your talk. 

Faith is made 
real when you 
choose to obey 
God even when 
you cannot see 
the reality or 
rationale of 
your obedience 
from a human 
perspective.

W h a t ’ s 
more:  fai th 
must always 

precede sight. Once you have sight, 
it is no longer faith. That’s why He-
brews 11:1 declares, “Now faith is 
the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” 
If you have to see it first, you have 
cancelled faith. Faith is prior to, 
and apart from, sight. In fact, faith 
leads to sight. But, even so, most 
people first decide what they are 
going to do by what they see. As a 
result, they regularly cancel out the 
supernatural from taking place in 
their lives. Don’t make that mistake, 
for God wants you to experience 
more of Him.

Your Faith Leads to 
an Experience of God

Tony Evans

By Creflo Dollar

When we read the Gospel, it 
is important to read it in its proper 
context. Reading it through the 
Old Testament lens of the Law of 
Moses gives us an outdated inter-
pretation that is no longer valid, but 
reading it through the lens of grace 
reveals the power of the resurrected 
Jesus. When we understand that we 
don’t have to live by old standards 
that no longer apply to us, we’re 
free to rightly divide the Word of 
truth. Correspondingly, we limit 
ourselves when we lift Scriptures 
out of context and wrongly inter-
pret the Word.

Under the Law of Moses, 
punishment and condemnation 
were key motivators, but Jesus re-
placed the law with His grace and 
truth. Before, strict obedience and 

constant atone-
ment for sin 
was necessary 
to please God, 
but faith is all 
that is needed, 
now. The truth 
that Jesus was 
the perfect sac-
rifice for sin 
highlights the 
significance of 
what He did on 
the cross. Let-
ting this get down inside us begins 
to transform us.

For example, Holy Commu-
nion celebrates Jesus’ work on the 
cross but, if we’re not careful, we 
can incorrectly interpret the Scrip-
ture on communion. The apostle 
Paul wrote that whoever partakes 
of communion in an unworthy 

manner eats and drinks damna-
tion to himself. An Old Testament 
mindset immediately goes to sin-
consciousness and condemns us 
as being unworthy to take com-
munion. However, this Scripture 
is actually advising us to examine 
ourselves beforehand; it does not 
say to meditate on our sins and 
avoid communion altogether.

Reading this Scripture in con-
text, we see that we take the bread 
and wine in memory of Jesus, not 
of our sins. Interpreting this in-
correctly traps us in fear, guilt, 
and condemnation. Interpreting 
it correctly frees us to receive, 
by faith, what grace has made 
available. Reading the Word in 
the proper spirit opens our eyes 
to the forgiveness God offers us 
through the new

 

PRAYER:
God, in Your mercy You sent 

us Your Son to replace the condem-
nation and sin-consciousness of the 
old covenant with grace and love. 
You released us from the require-
ments of the Law of Moses and 
gave us freedom through Jesus. 
Thank You for giving us Your 
Spirit to properly interpret what 
You say to us. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

SCRIPTURES:
2 Timothy 2:15
John 1:17
Romans 6:14
Hebrews 11:6
Hebrews 10:1-14
1 Corinthians 11:24, 25, 27-29

The resurrected Jesus transforms us

Creflo dollar

LISTEN LIVE! www.247praiseradio.com

Broadcast Rates
• 15 min  $25.00  4 per month $100.00
• 30 min  $35.00  4 per month $140.00
• 60 min  $43.75  4 per month $175.00

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 225.775.2002 

MILLIONS 
OF LISTENERS
PER HOUR

These special rates are exclu-
sive to the BR Weekly Press 
advertising partner. TheBR 
Weekly Press is an official 
representative and media 
partner of 247 Parise Radio.com

Bt Dr. tony evans

God doesn’t forget anything. 
He couldn’t be God if He could 
forget. He forgives our sins, not 
forgetting that they ever happened, 
but in spite of the fact that they 

did happen. He 
then relates to 
us on the basis 
of forgiveness 
rather than our 
sinfulness.

How often 
have we told 
ourselves that 
we could for-
give someone 
who wronged 
us, but we could 
never forget the offense? We may 
even have tried to forget what hap-
pened, but our efforts failed. The 
fact that the deed comes to our 
minds is not necessarily a problem.

First, if we remember these 
events in pain, perhaps forgiveness 
has not yet occurred. The problem 
is not that we remember but that 

the memory makes us bitter and 
angry. That’s a warning to us that 
forgiveness must take place so that 
we can be released from the bond-
age of these feelings.

Second, God could be using 
these memories for a purpose. For 
example, the apostle Paul remem-
bered when he was a blasphemer 
and a persecutor of the church (see 
1 Timothy 1:12-14). He knew God 
wanted to use those memories in 
his ministry to others.

If God has allowed you to go 
through some painful experiences, 
and if you have forgiven the person 
but still have the memories, God 
wants to use that event for your 
growth and His glory.

Dr. Tony Evans is the founder 
and senior pastor of Oak Cliff Bible 

Fellowship in Dallas, founder and 
president of The Urban Alterna-
tive and author of over 100 books, 
booklets and Bible studies. The 
first African American to earn a 
doctorate of theology from Dallas 
Theological Seminary, he has been 
named one of the 12 Most Effective 
Preachers in the English-Speaking 
World by Baylor University. Dr. 
Evans holds the honor of writing 
and publishing the first full-Bible 
commentary and study Bible by 
an African American. His radio 
broadcast, The Alternative with 
Dr. Tony Evans, can be heard on 
over 1,400 radio outlets daily and 
in more than 130 countries. Dr. 
Evans’ sermons are also streamed 
and downloaded over 20,000,000 
times annually.

Forgiving and Forgetting
“They will all know Me, 
from the least of them to 
the greatest of them,” de-
clares the Lord, “for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and 
their sin I will remember 
no more.”

– Jeremiah 31:34

Dr. Tony 
Evans

Charles
Stanley

The Reach of God’s Love

LET US HELP YOU REACH 
THOSANDS IN THE 247 PRAISE RADIO 

COMMUNITY AND BEYOND
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violence and rape.
The job became open when 

F. King Alexander announced in 
December 2019 that he was leav-
ing for a similar post leading Or-
egon State University. Alexander 
recently resigned from his Oregon 
State job because of his role in the 

mishandling of sexual misconduct 
cases at LSU.

Tom Galligan, then-dean of 
the LSU law school, was asked 
to serve as interim president, a job 
he’s been handling since January 
2020. Galligan had expressed inter-
est in the permanent position, but 
announced Tuesday that he was 
withdrawing from the competition.

Some members of the LSU 

search committee had debated 
whether to postpone the search 
in hopes of attracting academic 
administrators unwilling wade 
into the issues surrounding the 
university at present, according 
to The Advocate. But the panel 
decided to continue the process, 
in anticipation of having a new 
president taking office sometime 
over the summer.

BUSINESS

Ethel's Snack Shack: the 
mere mention of the name should 
bring the images of home cooked 
meals to mind. Smothered pork 
chops, fried catfish, shrimp étouf-
fée; just to name a few items off 
the menu. 

On Wednesday, April 14, 

2021, Ethel's Snack Shack was 
officially inaugurated into the 
Baker Chamber of Commerce 
with a beautiful ribbon cutting 
ceremony.

Carl Fontenot, the owner, 
noted that he has been in own-
ership of the establishment for 

three years after he took over 
the business from his godmother 
Gloria Ned, who was donated the 
shack from the original Ms. Ethel. 

The ribbon cutting was a 
lively event filled with food 
and fellowship! Credit goes to 
Jacqueline Jones, a former em-

ployee, seen with Michel Woods 
our President of the Baker Cham-
ber of Commerce, who advocated 
for Ethel's Snack Shack to join 
the Chamber. 

Ethel's Snack Shack is open 
from 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Mon-
day-Friday.

Ethel's Snack Shack's Ribbon Cutting With the Baker Chamber of Commerce

our past and bring us closer to racial 
understanding and advancement.”

While a specific monetary 
value on reparations isn’t outlined 
in the bill, it does focus on inves-
tigating and presenting the facts 
and truth about the unprecedented 
centuries of brutal enslavement of 
African people, racial healing, and 
transformation.

The bill would fund a commis-
sion to study and develop proposals 
for providing reparations to African 
Americans.

The commission’s mission in-

cludes identifying the role of federal 
and state governments in supporting 
the institution of slavery, forms of 
discrimination in public and private 
sectors against freed slaves and their 
descendants, and lingering adverse 
effects of slavery on living African 
Americans and on society.

“Since its introduction in 1989 
by the late Chairman John Conyers, 
and now through its continued in-
troduction, H.R. 40 has galvanized 
governmental acknowledgment of 
the crime of slavery and its continu-
ing societal impact,” Jackson Lee 
maintained.

“The markup of H.R. 40 by the 
Judiciary Committee is a major step 

toward the creation of a long-over-
due national commission to study 
and develop reparation proposals.

“Through this legislation, we 
will finally be able to confront the 
stark societal disparities occurring 
in the African American community 
today and provide solutions.

“By passing H.R. 40, Congress 
can also start a movement toward 
the national reckoning we need to 
bridge racial divides. Reparations 
are ultimately about respect and 
reconciliation — and the hope that 
one day, all Americans can walk 
together toward a more just future.”

RepaRation from page 3

top Job from page 2

PAID  FOR  BY  C .  DENISE  MARCELLE

(Reuters) - Apple Inc is plan-
ning to expand its advertising busi-
ness by adding a second advertising 
slot in its App Store search page's 
"suggested" section, the Financial 
Times reported on Thursday.

The new advertising slot, 
which will be rolled out by the end 
of the month, will allow advertis-
ers to promote their apps across 
the whole network, rather than in 
response to specific searches, ac-
cording to the report. (https://on.ft.
com/3sG7Ikn)

The report comes as Apple 
plans to send prompts to iPhone 
users to allow apps to use their data 
for personalized advertising, a move 
that has drawn backlash from tech 
rival Facebook Inc, which argues 
the changes will hurt the social 
media company's ad business.

Apple plans to expand ads business - FT

Jacqueline Jones and Michel Woods.  Photo Credit: Wil Norwood 

Carl and Carlos Fontenot.  Photo Credit: Wil Norwood 

Left to Right: Mechelle Marchand-Brumfield, Bishop Michael Smith, Michel Woods, Councilman Robert Young, Belinda Williams, Dedrick Lewis, Amelia Georgetown, 
Carl Fontenot, Clinton DeQuir, Donald Boureaux, Amber Matthews, Councilwoman Glenda Bryant, Evelyn Parker, Jonathon Dearborne, Councilwoman Chauna 
Banks, Pat McCallister, Johnay Hall. Photo Credit: Wil Norwood

he Apple logo hangs inside the glass entrance to the Apple Store on 5th Avenue 
in New York City.
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YOU CAN DISTANCE AND 
STILL BE SOCIAL.

COVID doesn’t have to keep us from 
connecting with the crew. Vaccines 
are here. But until enough of us are 
vaccinated, we need to keep playin’ it 
smart. Mask up, socially distance, and 
avoid indoor gatherings with people 
you don’t live with. We can still stay 
close – even when we’re miles apart.

Learn more at cdc.gov/coronavirus

Get vaccinated when 
it’s your turn.

Brought to you by the  
U.S. Department of Health  
and Human Services.
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