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BAKER, La. - Teachers in one 
school district could get a big raise, 
but the district would have to close 
a school. It would be an $11,000 
pay raise, moving Baker from one 
of the lowest starting pay to one 
of the highest.

There is no denying that 
schools in Baker need a serious 
boost. The overall performance 
of the district’s schools has left 
the community needing profound 
changes.

“Ultimately, if you are going 
to turn academics around, it will 
happen at the classroom level,” 
said acting Superintendent J.T. 
Stroder.

He proposes a plan to keep 
his best teachers and not lose them 
to neighboring districts.

“The students in Baker de-
serve consistency in the classroom. 
A big part is two-fold. One is reten-
tion. We want to keep our people. 

Two, we want more than a handful 
of applicants,” explained Stroder.

That retention means com-
petitive pay. The starting salary for 

teachers in Baker is about $41,000. 
Stroder is proposing an $11,000 
pay raise. That would increase 
starting pay to about $52,000 for 
new teachers.

“Currently, we are 11 out of 
12 with teacher pay. This would 
move us into second place,” added 
Stroder.

Angela Brown, the president 
of the East Baton Rouge Federation 
of Teachers and School Employ-
ees, says the raise would bring 
their pay to the southern regional 
average.

“Teachers are like all other 
work employees,” said Brown. 
“They have bills that must be paid. 
To ensure that, they have to make 
a living wage. In Baker, they are 
not doing that.”
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WEATHER INDEX

THUR. 05/25
Mostly Cloudy
High 89°.

WED. 05/24
Partly Cloudy
High 86°.

MON. 05/22
Mostly Cloudy
High 91°.

TUE. 05/23
Mostly Cloudy
High 87°.
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The Louisiana Senate gut-
ted legislation Tuesday aimed 
at giving women serving prison 
sentences for killing their al-
leged abusers a chance at release 
and then voted in favor of an 
altered version of the bill. Ad-
vocates for domestic violence 

survivors now say the measure 
won’t do much to help the incar-
cerated women it was intended 
to assist.

Louisiana prosecutors ag-
gressively lobbied for changes 
to Senate Bill 215 that two 
women senators, Regina Bar-
row, D-Baton Rouge, and Beth 
Mizell, R-Franklinton, spon-
sored. 

“This is not a get out of jail 
card,” Barrow told lawmakers 
Tuesday before the legislation 
was altered against her wishes. 
“There’s a lot that would have 
to transpire for an individual to 
get [released from prison under 
the legislation].”

By changing the bill’s lan-
guage, senators avoided having 
to take an awkward vote on a 
proposal that could be construed 
as soft on crime in an election 
year, but that is also supported 
by sexual assault and domestic 
violence survivors.

The bill is now headed to 

the Louisiana House for consid-
eration, but it’s unclear whether 
Barrow and other supporters 
will want to move forward 
with the legislation in its cur-
rent form. The senator may try 
to find a House member who 
can put the measure back into 
a format that she favors. 

“It doesn’t provide any 
retroactive relief [for incarcer-
ated women] whatsoever,” said 
Stanislav Moroz, a law profes-
sor who represents incarcerated 
women through Tulane Univer-

Louisiana Senate guts bill aiding 
women who killed alleged abusers

Controversial decision deals a blow to efforts for 
justice and support of abuse survivors

“Teachers are 
like all other work 
employees,” said 
Brown. “They have 
bills that must be 

paid. To ensure that, 
they have to make a 

living wage. In 
Baker, they are not 

doing that.”

Baton Rouge, LA –  Mayor-
President Sharon Weston Broome 
today announced the return of 
the Summer of Hope initiative, 
a community-led violence reduc-
tion campaign that aims to restore 
hope to families and make neigh-
borhoods safer. The initiative will 
run 15 weeks during the summer 
months when young people are 
out of school and violence typi-
cally increases.

“Last year, our Summer of 
Hope initiative helped reduce ho-
micides by 23% over a 12-week 
period,” said Mayor-President 
Broome. “This year, we are ex-
panding the initiative to 15 weeks 
and adding new programs and 
events. We are committed to 
working with our community 
partners to create a safer and 
more hopeful future for all Baton 
Rouge residents.”

The Summer of Hope initia-
tive will focus on four key areas:

 Street outreach: This will 
include grassroots community en-
gagement activities such as door-
to-door canvassing, neighborhood 
walks, and resource events.

Joy and hope events: These 
events will promote joy, creativ-
ity, and fun in neighborhoods 
that experience high levels of 
violence.

Dialogues, conversations, 
and community connections: 
These will be courageous com-
munity discussions that challenge 
our thinking around the issue of 
public safety and build proactive 
solutions.

Programs and initiatives: 
These will focus on providing 
personal and professional devel-
opment opportunities for youth 
through employment, literacy, and 
exposure to a variety of experi-
ences. Additionally, we will focus 
on neighborhood revitalization 
and organizing efforts.

In addition to the Summer 
of Hope initiative, the Mayor’s 
Youth Workforce Experience 
will provide youth and young 
people with summer jobs and 
professional development. The 
program will accept 500 youth 
this year and will provide a num-
ber of resources. including:

• Job training

Mayor Broome 
Announces Return 
of Summer of Hope 
Initiative in BR

See HOPE, on page 3

BATON ROUGE, La. — 
Louisiana is set to implement a 
new law to expunge misdemeanor 
possession charges, offering relief 
to individuals burdened by past of-
fenses. The legislation, known as 
HB286, passed unanimously in the 
state legislature, signaling a broad 
consensus on the need for criminal 
justice reform.

Rep. Delisha Boyd, a Demo-
crat from New Orleans, sponsored 
the bill to address the negative im-
pact of previous marijuana pos-
session charges on employment 
opportunities. Under the new law, 
individuals with a history of misde-
meanor possession will have their 
records cleared, allowing them to 
pursue various careers without the 
stigma of past convictions.

Louisiana has been progres-
sively adopting a more lenient 
approach to marijuana, with a 
notable milestone achieved in 
2021 when the governor signed a 
bill decriminalizing possession of 
up to 14 grams of the substance. 
However, the full legalization of 
marijuana has yet to materialize, 
prompting lawmakers to take ac-
tion to mitigate the consequences 
of prior possession charges.

Regarding the law's potential 
benefits, Rep. Boyd highlighted 
the opportunities it would create 
for affected individuals. "They'll 
now have the ability to go into the 
workforce and get licensing to be a 
barber, a hairdresser, to be a realtor 
even," she explained.

See BILL, on page 3 See LAW, on page 2

Legislation Sen. Regina Barrow, D-Baton Rouge, sponsored to help incarcerated women who killed their alleged abusers was gutted by the Louisiana 
Senate on Tuesday (May 16, 2023). (Photo by Greg LaRose/Louisiana Illuminator)

See SCHOOLS, on page 2
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Baker School District Presents Ambitious Plan for Teacher Salary Increases

“Ultimately, if you are going to turn academics around, it will happen at the 
classroom level,” said acting Superintendent J.T. Stroder.
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Initially, Rep. Boyd had 
proposed expunging all records 
related to possession of 14 grams 
or less. However, after consulting 
with the district attorney's office 
and the Sheriff's Association, it 
became apparent that a more tar-
geted approach was necessary. 
As a result, the law will focus 
on expunging misdemeanor con-
victions of marijuana possession 
prior to a specific legal change 
called the Glover change, exclud-
ing cases involving significant 
quantities.

The current expungement 
process in Louisiana carries a 
hefty price tag of nearly $600. 
HB286 seeks to alleviate this 
financial burden by reducing 
the cost by 50% for marijuana 
possession charges. While Rep. 

Boyd acknowledged the desire 
for a fee-free process, she high-
lighted the streamlining of the 
application and the reduction of 
fees as significant improvements.

The unanimous support for 
the bill reflects a rare consen-
sus among lawmakers. Moving 
forward, the challenge lies in 
determining the final details of 
the expungement process. Offi-
cials have emphasized the goal of 
tailoring the law to benefit indi-
viduals who have only one simple 
possession charge on their record.

With the passage of HB286, 
Louisiana is taking a step toward 
rectifying the consequences 
of past marijuana possession 
charges. The law's implementa-
tion will relieve countless indi-
viduals seeking to rebuild their 
lives  and pursue meaningful op-
portunities without the burden of 
a criminal record.
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In an effort to gain federal ap-
proval for a natural gas storage 
project in south Louisiana, Sempra 
LNG lobbyists crafted letters for 
Louisiana elected officials to send 
to federal regulators in support of 
the project.

Last fall, the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
greenlit the Hackberry gas storage 
project, which involves converting 
underground domes constructed 
in the 1970s to mine for salt into 
storage space for up to 25.5 billion 
cubic feet of natural gas. Sempra 
LNG has been trying to build the 

project in Cameron Parish since 
2006, when the company planned 
to store gas in the caverns from its 
liquefied natural gas (LNG) import 
facility. Horizontal drilling and hy-
draulic fracturing later created a 
surplus in U.S. natural gas, which 
is primarily composed of methane, 
a potent greenhouse gas.

The oil and gas industry 
searched for a market for the fossil 
fuel, using it as a main ingredient 
in synthetic fertilizers, amping up 
plastic production, and, beginning 
in 2016, exporting it overseas.  In 
2018, Sempra notified FERC that 
the company hadn’t gone through 
with the gas storage project because 

of unfavorable market conditions 
and requested to reapply for ap-
proval if market conditions im-
proved. The company refiled in 
January 2021 as liquefied natural 
gas exports grew.

That same year Sempra lobby-
ists reached out to Louisiana Sen. 
Mike Reese and Rep. Les Farnum 
for help in the last few days of the 
federal public commenting period 
on the project. Coordination be-
tween Sempra lobbyists and the 
elected officials was discovered 
in emails obtained through record 
requests by Documented, an in-
vestigative watchdog group, and 
reviewed by DeSmog.

Despite Louisiana’s vulner-
ability to climate change and warn-
ings from international scientists 
that new fossil fuel development 
must stop in order to avoid worsen-
ing climate disasters, elected offi-
cials in Louisiana have continuedto 
use the weight of their offices to 
aid fossil fuel firms in developing 
projects in the state. In Septem-
ber 2021, Jim Nickel — with the 
Baton Rouge-based lobbying firm 
Courson Nickel — emailed Rep. 
Farnum with a request. Sempra 
is among the companies that the 
lobbying firm actively represents, 
according to the Louisiana Ethics 
Administration Program.

“We are looking to get some 
comments in to the FERC in sup-
port of the Hackberry Storage Proj-
ect,” Nickel wrote to Rep. Farnum 
on Friday, Sept. 24, 2021. “They 
are due this Sunday – September 
26. Sorry for the last minute re-
quest.”

Nickel added that he would 
provide a draft letter for Farnum 
to send to FERC. Gay Courson, 
also with Courson Nickel, sent a 
similar email to Sen. Mike Reese 
the same day. The next day the 
senator wrote back, “Below is 
evidence of my submittal,” with 
a digital receipt of submission from 

LNG lobbyists ghost wrote Louisiana officials’ 
letters supporting gas storage project

Despite Louisiana’s vulnerability to climate change and warnings from international scientists that new fossil fuel devel-
opment must stop in order to avoid worsening climate disasters, elected officials in Louisiana have continuedto use the 
weight of their offices to aid fossil fuel firms in developing projects in the state.

BAKER, La. — The City of 
Baker proudly announced today 
that it has received an unmodified 
opinion for its Fiscal Year 2022 
audit, signaling a high level of 
assurance in the accuracy and ad-
herence to accounting rules and 
regulations regarding the prepa-
ration of financial information 
and statements. This achievement 
marks the fifth consecutive year 
in which the city has obtained an 
unmodified opinion, solidifying 
the effectiveness of its financial 
processes and commitment to 
fiscal responsibility.

The audit, performed by 
Bruno and Tervalon, a Jackson-
based firm, thoroughly exam-
ined the city's financial activities 
from July 1, 2021, through June 
30, 2022. During the regularly 
scheduled meeting on March 28, 
2022, Mr. Akanji, representing 
Bruno & Tervalon, LLP, provided 
the Baker City Council with a 
comprehensive overview of the 
results outlined in the City of 
Baker's Annual Financial Report 
for 2022.

The unmodified opinion 
confirms that the financial state-
ments were fairly and completely 
presented, accurately depicting 
the city's financial position. 
Notably, the audit revealed that 
44% of the governmental funds 
were allocated to public safety, 
encompassing expenses associ-
ated with the city's fire and police 
departments. Additionally, public 
works expenditures experienced 
a 3% increase, rising from 22% in 
2021 to 25% in 2022. The public 
works department's responsibili-
ties encompass repairing local 
roadways, maintaining side-

walks, ensuring proper drain-
age, and responding to weather-
related emergencies. Moreover, 
general government expenses 
saw a 2% reduction, declining 
from 17% to 15%. This category 
covers the purchase of goods and 
services, including employee 
compensation, to promote the 
welfare, safety, and general well-
being of Baker's residents. Other 
expenses included economic/
recreation at 4%, debt service - 
capital leases at 2%, and capital 
outlay at 10%.

The significance of the an-
nual audit lies in its ability to 
showcase transparency in finan-
cial reporting, which fosters trust 
and confidence among investors, 
the public, and potential credi-
tors. Financial statements play 
a crucial role in assessing an or-
ganization's creditworthiness, 
and an unqualified audit opinion 
serves as a testament to the city's 
financial integrity. Furthermore, 
the audit enables the city to con-
tinue receiving federal, state, and 
local grant funding for capital 
projects and expenses, maximiz-
ing the benefits for its citizens.

When asked about the 
audit results, Mayor Waites ex-
pressed satisfaction, stating, "I 
am pleased with the outcome 
of this audit, as it underscores 
our commitment to maintain-
ing fiscal responsibility while 
enhancing the quality of life for 
our residents. We approach this 
matter with great seriousness, 
ensuring that Baker residents 
understand our dedication to 
being responsible custodians 
of taxpayer dollars."

City of Baker, Louisiana, 
Achieves Clean Audit Report 
for Fiscal Year 2022

Law from page 1

But Stroder proposes reduc-
ing the number of classroom 
teachers from 77 to about 58 to 
get there.

“We are trying to absorb 
as many positions as possible 
through retirement and attrition,” 
noted Stroder.

The move would increase 
the student/teacher ratio from 12 
to one to 16 to one. Brown said 

that should not be an issue.
“In terms of state regulations, 

that is low. Most teachers would 
welcome that,” she pointed out.

The plan also includes con-
solidating all students from four 
to three campuses.

“Typically, there is a ratio 
district can operate at that bal-
ances their budget,” said Stroder.

The school board is set to 
meet on June 6 to consider the 
proposal and its budget for the 
next school year.

SchooL from page 1

BY: SARA SNEATH
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at work. Representative Larry 
Frieman, a Republican from Abita 
Springs and a workers' compen-
sation attorney, also opposed the 

bill, acknowledging the issue faced 
by medical marijuana users in the 
workplace but admitting that he did 
not have a solution. Frieman stated, 
"It's gonna take a lot of bringing 
the experts to the table from labor 
lawyers and business and everyone 
else to figure out how this is gonna 
work."

This bill builds upon Landry's 
previous efforts to protect the labor 
rights of medical cannabis users. 
In 2022, she sponsored a proposal 
to prevent state employees from 
being fired due to medical mari-
juana use and to prohibit discrimina-
tion against prospective employees 
based on their legal medical mari-
juana usage.

Furthermore, Landry estab-
lished a task force last year to study 
medical marijuana use and provide 
recommendations for protecting 
workers. While the committee ap-
proved a set of recommendations, 
most of them faced opposition from 
LABI's representative on the study 
committee.
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sity’s Women’s Prison Project.
Domestic violence survivor 

advocates estimate more than 30 
women are incarcerated in Louisi-
ana for killing or hurting a person 
who subjected them to domestic 
violence, sexual assault or human 
trafficking. Some women are also 
behind bars for crimes they com-
mitted while under the coercion 
of an abuser, they said. 

The advocates had hoped to 
create an avenue for the prison 
sentences of abuse survivors to 
be reevaluated. 

The country’s understanding 
of domestic violence has shifted 
over the past three decades, but 
women convicted of killing their 
abuser years ago don’t have many 
opportunities to have their cases 
reconsidered. In Louisiana, people 
convicted of murder serve life sen-
tences without the opportunity of 

parole, meaning many older cases 
have never been reexamined.  

The bill’s supporters are run-
ning up against a political senti-
ment in which legislators have 
looked to extend prison sen-
tences, not shorten them. Gov. 
John Bel Edwards has also never 
said whether he supports the pro-
posal. The governor has released 
a handful of incarcerated women 
convicted of killing their abusers 
through clemency, but it wasn’t 
clear whether he thinks the legisla-
tion was necessary. 

The Louisiana District Attor-
neys Association put a lot of pres-
sure on lawmakers in recent days 
to change the bill. They argued the 
original proposal was too broad 
and might lead to the release of 
serial killers and people on death 
row. As previously written, the bill 
would allow a serial killer to be 
potentially released on a defense 
of childhood abuse, they said.

Barrow attempted to address 
the prosecutors’ concerns by add-

ing an amendment that said a per-
son could only use the proposed 
defense if the alleged abuser had 
committed violence against her in 
the two months before their kill-
ing. This was meant to address the 
possibility of a serial killer using 
childhood abuse as an excuse for 
an adult killing spree.

But Barrow’s amendment 
wasn’t enough. Sen. Franklin Foil, 
R-Baton Rouge, forced Barrow to 
adopt essentially an entirely new 
bill, with language that would no 
longer help incarcerated women 
who are currently behind bars. Foil 
said the new language removed 
the district attorneys’ opposition 
to the legislation. 

District attorneys might have 
been faced with more work had the 
legislation passed in its previous 
form. They likely would have had 
to put together arguments to fight 
the release of women who qualified 
for a second look at their case under 
the older version of the legislation.

Local prosecutors also have a 

record of trying to block the release 
of incarcerated women who argue 
they were wrongfully imprisoned 
for killing their abusers.

Former Orleans Parish District 
Attorney Leon Cannizzaro opposed 
the release of Catina Curley, even 
after the Louisiana State Supreme 
Court threw out her conviction.

Curley was sentenced to life 
in prison for killing her abusive 
husband, but the Supreme Court 
found her attorney erred in not 
presenting expert testimony on 
domestic violence during her trial. 
At a new trial, she was acquitted.

Jefferson Parish District At-
torney Paul Connick opposed the 
release of Beatrice Taylor, a woman 
the governor let out of prison 
through clemency two years ago. 
Taylor was serving a life sentence 
without the possibility of parole 
for killing her abusive boyfriend. 
The morning of his death, Taylor 
said he had broken her foot and 
threatened to murder her.

• Mental health services
• Substance abuse treatment
• Education and tutoring
•  Nutritious food
• Mentoring

The Mayor’s Youth Work-
force Experience and the Sum-
mer of Hope initiative are part 
of Mayor-President Broome’s 
commitment to making Baton 
Rouge a safer and more hope-
ful community for all residents. 
Notifications of Acceptance for 

MYWE will be emailed and 
mailed by Friday.

In the coming weeks, an 
event calendar for Summer of 
Hope will be announced with 
updates on an almost weekly 
basis. Event information will 
be shared with local media and 

posted on the social media pages 
for Mayor Broome and Safe 
Hopeful Healthy BR.

Those interested in partner-
ing, sponsoring or volunteering 
for Summer of Hope events 
should visit summerofhopebr.
com or contact shhbr@brla.gov.

hope from page 1

BiLL from page 1

The House Labor Committee 
made progress on Thursday as they 
advanced a bill aimed at safeguard-
ing employees who use medical 
marijuana, ensuring they are not 
disqualified from receiving unem-
ployment benefits. Representative 
Mandie Landry, a Democrat from 
New Orleans, sponsored House 
Bill 351, which narrowly passed 
the committee with a 6-5 vote. Sev-
eral committee members expressed 
their support for the bill based on 
Landry's commitment to finding a 
compromise with the Louisiana As-
sociation of Business and Industry 
(LABI).

Landry introduced the bill in 
response to the lack of consumer 
protections in the state, despite the 
legalization of medical marijuana 
and the regulation of growers and 
sellers. She highlighted the prob-
lematic situation where Louisiana 
residents purchase legal medical 
marijuana but subsequently lose 
their jobs, making it difficult for 

them to afford the product. Landry 
remarked, "We have a very strange 
circle here with the government not 
being very good at selling mari-
juana."

During the bill presentation, 
Landry was joined by Representa-
tive Joe Marino, an Independent 
from Gretna and the chair of the 
state's Medical Marijuana Com-
mission. Marino convinced Landry 
not to defer the bill voluntarily, and 
together they pledged to work on 
it before it undergoes a vote on the 
House floor.

In committee, the bill was 
amended to remove provisions that 
would have offered protection for 
worker's compensation claims. De-
spite these changes, LABI expressed 
concerns about the language in the 
bill. Wayne Fontana, a member of 
LABI, stated to the committee, "The 
language in the bill says a qualify-
ing medical marijuana patient who 
receives a recommendation shall 
not be disqualified for unemploy-

ment benefits. So if somebody is 
impaired, gets fired as a result of 
hurting themselves or others, then 
they still would be able to get un-
employment benefits."

Landry dismissed these con-
cerns as misleading, clarifying that 
she did not intend to pass a law 
allowing employees to be under 
the influence of marijuana while 

Proposal Advances to Protect Employees' Medical Marijuana Use
Louisiana House Labor Committee approves bill safeguarding workers' access to unemployment benefits
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Representative Mandie Landry advocates for the advancement of House Bill 351, which seeks to safeguard employees 
who use medical marijuana from losing their unemployment benefits, during the House Labor Committee session.

The Louisiana House of 
Representatives approved House 
Bill 396 on Thursday, aiming to 
simplify the voter registration 
process for formerly incarcerated 
individuals. Sponsored by State 
Representative Sam Jenkins, the 
bipartisan bill passed with a 63-34 
vote. It mandates the creation of a 
user-friendly application form by 
the Louisiana Secretary of State 
to reinstate voter registration for 
this group.

Contrary to popular belief, 
Louisiana's state constitution 
does not permanently strip voting 
rights from convicted felons. The 
constitution only suspends voting 

rights during imprisonment, pro-
bation, or parole, as interpreted 
by the Louisiana Supreme Court. 
The state legislature extended the 
suspension to include the five years 
following release. Convicted felons 
can register or re-register to vote 

after this period without requiring 
a pardon or expungement.

Despite existing provisions, 
misconceptions about voting rights 
persist among the public and elec-
tion officials. During a committee 
hearing, Jenkins highlighted the 
need to simplify the process, which 
had become convoluted. Former 
prisoners testified about confusion 
and barriers they faced when trying 
to register.

Gregory Finney's case exem-
plified the challenges. The Secre-
tary of State's Office claimed his 
voter registration was suspended 
for a previous conviction, despite 
him never having registered before. 

Jenkins proposed a reinstatement 
form to streamline the process and 
differentiate between those with 
suspended registrations and first-
time registrants.

The bill also clarifies that 
applicants can submit their docu-
ments through mail, fax, or ap-
proved electronic means, resolv-
ing confusion regarding in-person 
submissions.

Next, the bill moves to the 
Louisiana Senate for consideration. 
If passed, it would improve voter 
registration for formerly incarcer-
ated individuals, promoting inclu-
sivity and democratic participation.

Louisiana House Passes Bill for Easier Voter 
Registration of Formerly Incarcerated Individuals
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RELIGION

NEW HOPE BAPTIST CHURCH
5856 Greenwell Springs Road • Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70806

Telephone: (225) 926-0246 • Facsimile: (225) 925-8022
Toll Free: 888-700-6174

Websites: www.newhopebr.com

Rev. Leo Cyrus Sr., Pastor

Dr. Donald Ruth, Pastor        

Hour of Power  .............................................12 Noon Each Wednesday
Sunday School ........................................................................... 8:00am
Church Service  .......................................................................... 9:00am
Communion Service  ............................................. 2nd Sunday 9:00am
Bible Study Wednesday  ............................................................7:00pm
Sister/Brotherhood Meeting .....................................................  6:00pm

NEW BIRTH
FULL GOSPEL MINISTRIES

'THE NEW LIFE' Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new 
creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

— 2 Corinthians 5:17

Radio Broadcast 1st and 3rd Sunday WXOK at 8:00am

Bishop I. J. Payne, Pastor

1283 Rosenwald Road
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807

SUNDAY 
SCHOOL

HOUR OF
POWER

Every Sunday 
at 9:30 A.M.

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

HOLY
COMMUNION

Every Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every 3rd Sunday 
at 11:30 A.M.

Every Friday 
at 12 NOON

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some; but exhorting one another: and so much 
the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

CHURCH 
DIRECTORY

Church directory ads starting at $10 per week 
call us for details 225.775.2002

DISCIPLES OUTREACH 

2032 Gore Rd, • Baton Rouge, LA 70807 
Sunday Service .............................. 9:00 am
Sunday School ............................... 8:00 am
Bible Studay .........................Mon.7:00 pm
Saturday Sabbath  .................Sat. 11:00 am

We Don't Count Numbers. We Make Numbers Count

M I N I S T R Y

Bishop Thelma Pearl Senior Pastor
Bishop Michael Pearl, Assistant Pastor

THE BRWEEKLY PRESS CHURCH 
DIRECTORY ADVERTISE YOUR

For details call 225.775.2002

$10OO
per week

STARTING AT ONLY•  Church Services and  
programs

• Streaming Live URL
•          FREE first priority 
  announcement place

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway – Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 -    Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Sunday School ................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ...........................................................  10:55 a.m.
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship .......  2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study .................................Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Ministry  ..................................................... Tues 6:00 p.m.

By Tony Evans

Hebrews 11:6 makes it crystal 
clear that without faith you won’t 
see God. This is because without 
faith, you do not please Him. The 
absence of faith results in the ab-
sence of the manifest presence of 
God. In other words, you may know 
He exists, but you won’t necessarily 
experience His existence in your 
day-to-day life. That’s why God 
urges us so often in Scripture to 
live our lives by faith.

He wants us to experience 
Him. 

He desires to intervene in our 
situations. 

He wants to reveal His power 
in our circumstances. 

But it requires our faith to 
participate in the process of His 
providential hand. Remember, faith 
is acting like it is so even when it’s 
not so in order that it might be so 
simply because God said so. Faith is 
verifiable. You never have to guess 
if you have faith because it shows 
up in your walk, not just your talk. 

Faith is made 
real when you 
choose to obey 
God even when 
you cannot see 
the reality or 
rationale of 
your obedience 
from a human 
perspective.

W h a t ’ s 
more:  fai th 
must always 

precede sight. Once you have sight, 
it is no longer faith. That’s why He-
brews 11:1 declares, “Now faith is 
the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” 
If you have to see it first, you have 
cancelled faith. Faith is prior to, 
and apart from, sight. In fact, faith 
leads to sight. But, even so, most 
people first decide what they are 
going to do by what they see. As a 
result, they regularly cancel out the 
supernatural from taking place in 
their lives. Don’t make that mistake, 
for God wants you to experience 
more of Him.

Your Faith Leads to 
an Experience of God

Tony Evans

By Creflo Dollar

When we read the Gospel, it 
is important to read it in its proper 
context. Reading it through the 
Old Testament lens of the Law of 
Moses gives us an outdated inter-
pretation that is no longer valid, but 
reading it through the lens of grace 
reveals the power of the resurrected 
Jesus. When we understand that we 
don’t have to live by old standards 
that no longer apply to us, we’re 
free to rightly divide the Word of 
truth. Correspondingly, we limit 
ourselves when we lift Scriptures 
out of context and wrongly inter-
pret the Word.

Under the Law of Moses, 
punishment and condemnation 
were key motivators, but Jesus re-
placed the law with His grace and 
truth. Before, strict obedience and 

constant atone-
ment for sin 
was necessary 
to please God, 
but faith is all 
that is needed, 
now. The truth 
that Jesus was 
the perfect sac-
rifice for sin 
highlights the 
significance of 
what He did on 
the cross. Let-
ting this get down inside us begins 
to transform us.

For example, Holy Commu-
nion celebrates Jesus’ work on the 
cross but, if we’re not careful, we 
can incorrectly interpret the Scrip-
ture on communion. The apostle 
Paul wrote that whoever partakes 
of communion in an unworthy 

manner eats and drinks damna-
tion to himself. An Old Testament 
mindset immediately goes to sin-
consciousness and condemns us 
as being unworthy to take com-
munion. However, this Scripture 
is actually advising us to examine 
ourselves beforehand; it does not 
say to meditate on our sins and 
avoid communion altogether.

Reading this Scripture in con-
text, we see that we take the bread 
and wine in memory of Jesus, not 
of our sins. Interpreting this in-
correctly traps us in fear, guilt, 
and condemnation. Interpreting 
it correctly frees us to receive, 
by faith, what grace has made 
available. Reading the Word in 
the proper spirit opens our eyes 
to the forgiveness God offers us 
through the new

 

PRAYER:
God, in Your mercy You sent 

us Your Son to replace the condem-
nation and sin-consciousness of the 
old covenant with grace and love. 
You released us from the require-
ments of the Law of Moses and 
gave us freedom through Jesus. 
Thank You for giving us Your 
Spirit to properly interpret what 
You say to us. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

SCRIPTURES:
2 Timothy 2:15
John 1:17
Romans 6:14
Hebrews 11:6
Hebrews 10:1-14
1 Corinthians 11:24, 25, 27-29

The resurrected Jesus transforms us

Creflo dollar

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 • Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

Sunday School .................................................................. 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service..............1st, 3rd. & 4th Sundays ...........  10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship .........2nd & 5th Sunday .................8:00 a.m

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study .......12:00 p.m. 
Disciple Bible Study.................Wednesday ........................5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry...........................Tuesday ...........................6:00 p.m.

DIRECTORY
BRWEEKLYPRESS  CHURCH & PLACES TO WORSHIP

Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some; but exhorting 
one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching. - Hebrews 10:25

Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 Reach Thousands Weekly. Call 225-775-2002 
to take advantage of our special ratesto take advantage of our special rates

Broadcast Rates

Commercial Spot Rates

• 15 minutes  $40 4 per month $160
• 30 minutes  $65 4 per month $260
• 60 minutes  $75 4 per month $300

• 100 Spots $125
• 150 Spots $168 
• 200 Spots $250

All shows must include an intro and an outro.
•  $50 talent fee for production of intro and outro.
• All broadcast scheduling depends on availability

All shows must include an into and an outro.
• $50 talent fee for commercial spot production
• Production of commercial spot script. TBD

These special rates are exclusive to Interfaith Gazette advertising partners. The Interfaith Gazette is an 
official representative and media partner of Global Impact Media LLC.

FREE Programming available for
Interfaith Gazette Advertising Partners.
When you purchase: 
• Full Page Advertisement
• Half Page Advertisement
•  Interfaith Church Sportlight Listing with

Web Page Directory:
• Church Name • Pastor Name • Location
• Time of Service • Contact Info •  link to
your website • Social Media links.

GOSPEL INTERNET RADIO STATION OF THE YEAR

Interfaith Gazette
PUBLISHER Bishop Marjorie Holt, Ph.D.419.214.0730

LISTEN LIVE! www. interfaithgazette.com

Advertise during the DORINDA
CLARK COLE RADIO SHOW. Call for 
details.

LISTEN LIVE! WWW.247PRAISERADIO.COM

Broadcast Rates
• 15 min  $25.00   4 broadcast per month $100
• 30 min  $35.00  4 broadcast per month $140
• 60 min  $43.75  4 broadcast per month $175

CALL FOR MORE DETAILS 225.775.2002 

MILLIONS 
OF LISTENERS
PER HOUR

These special rates are  
exclusive to the BR Weekly 
Press advertising partner. 
TheBR Weekly Press is an 
official representative and media 
partner of  
247 Parise Radio.com

LET US HELP YOU REACH 
THOSANDS IN THE 247 PRAISE RADIO 

COMMUNITY AND BEYOND

ALWAYS CRYSTAL CLEAR 24/7 NO MATTER WHERE 
YOU ARE IN THE CITY, STATE , COUNTRY OR IN THE WORLD

YOUR ADVERTISMENT 
COULD BE HERE

CALL 225.775.2002 
TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE

RELIGION

DR. JAMES L. SNYDER

I had a frightening expe-
rience the other day. I know 
I must be getting old because 
things that never frightened me 
before frighten me. I also see 
things I never saw before.

Going into the bathroom one 
morning, I looked in the mirror, 
and my grandfather looked back 
at me. I almost passed out. With 
great haste, I left the bathroom, 
rushed to the living room, and sat 
down to think a little bit. What 
just happened?

I hadn't thought of my 
grandfather for a long time, 
and now here I am, looking at 
myself in the mirror and seeing 
my grandfather. Oh boy. How 
did he get in my mirror?

I knew my grandfather was 
old, at least from my perspective 
when I knew him. One thing I 
remember about him was how 
much he complained about his 
bones. You could hear his knees 
crack whenever he would get 
up from a chair. I never could 
understand that.

Not until recently did I dis-
cover that this was not a ploy; 
rather, he had aching and creak-
ing bones.

It seems that I have inherited 
his creaking bones. Now I know 
what he was going through back 
then, and it wasn't a ploy.

I have no idea how many 
bones I have in my body, but I 
am discovering new bones that 
are starting to creak daily. I didn't 
know I had so many bones.

After thinking about my 

grandfather and his creaking 
bones, I went back into the bath-
room to chat with him, but in-
stead of him being in the mirror, 
there I was. I am my grandfather!

If it were just creaking 
bones, I wouldn't be too con-
cerned. But looking in the mirror 
this morning caused me to see 
that old age is really ugly. I have 
more wrinkles than I can count 
on my face. Where do those 
wrinkles come from?

I should start counting my 
wrinkles every morning to ensure 
I have the same amount from the 
day before. Of course, there must 
be some good to these wrinkles, 
or I wouldn't have so many.

I think I have become the 
standard for old age with my 

musical bones and flourishing 
wrinkles. I sure could use some 
advice from my grandfather 
about this situation.

I went to The Gracious Mis-
tress of the Parsonage and told 
her I thought I needed to go to 
a body shop to see if I could get 
a new body. "Do you have any 
recommendations?"

She looked at me up and 
down and then said, "Just re-
member, it'll cost you an arm and 
a leg." And then she laughed as 
though it was funny.

I wasn't laughing on the 
inside.

Later that day, I checked 
my Bible for verses dealing with 

These Old Bones of Mine

See OLD BONES, on page 5

BY IVORY PAYNE
 

 In a soci-
ety obsessed 
wi th  com-
parison and 
the pursuit 
of external 
val idat ion, 
it is crucial 
to delve into 
the depths of 
our being and 
truly under-
stand the im-
measurable value of our own 
anointing. As believers seeking 
guidance from the scriptures, 
we find wisdom and inspiration 
in 1 Corinthians 12:4: "There 
are different kinds of gifts, 
but the same Spirit distributes 
them."

Within the intricate tapes-
try of humanity, God has lov-
ingly woven a unique anointing 
into the fabric of each individ-
ual's life. Just as a master artist 
employs a diverse palette to cre-
ate a masterpiece, the Creator 
has bestowed upon us a myriad 
of spiritual gifts, talents, and 
callings. These gifts, given by 
the same Spirit, are not meant 
to be disregarded or compared 
but embraced and celebrated.

Valuing our own anoint-
ing begins with acknowledging 
the divine intention behind our 
uniqueness. God, in His infi-
nite wisdom, designed us with 
a purpose in mind—a purpose 
that can only be fulfilled by 
fully embracing and utilizing 
the gifts we have been granted. 
Each gift, no matter how small 
it may seem, has the power to 
impact lives, bring about trans-
formation, and glorify God's 
name.

When we recognize and 
honor our own anointing, we 
are freed from the shackles of 
comparison and envy. We learn 
to appreciate the beauty and rich-

ness of diversity within the body 
of Christ. Rather than dimin-
ishing ourselves by longing for 
someone else's anointing, we 
foster an atmosphere of unity, 
respect, and mutual appreciation.

Valuing our own anointing 
also requires us to cultivate a 
spirit of stewardship. We are 
entrusted with these gifts, and 
it is our responsibility to nurture 
them, develop them, and utilize 
them to their fullest potential. 
By investing time, effort, and 
resources into honing our gifts, 
we become effective instruments 
of God's grace and love in the 
world.

Furthermore, when we 
value our own anointing, we 
inspire others to do the same. 
By embracing our uniqueness, 
we encourage others to embrace 
their own and embark on their 
own transformative journeys. 
We become part of a community 
that celebrates and uplifts one 
another, recognizing that each 
anointing is a precious contribu-
tion to the collective mission of 
spreading God's love and truth.

In conclusion, valuing our 
own anointing is an act of faith 
and self-acceptance. It is a rec-
ognition that we are fearfully 
and wonderfully made, and that 
our unique gifts have a profound 
purpose in God's divine plan. Let 
us treasure the anointing placed 
upon us, nurture it with humil-
ity and gratitude, and use it to 
bring light, hope, and healing 
to a world in need. Remember, 
there are different kinds of gifts, 
but the same Spirit distributes 
them, and it is in valuing our 
own anointing that we embrace 
our true identity and become 
vessels of God's abundant 
blessings.

Value Your Own Anointing

Ivory 
D. Payne

Emptying the cupboards, 
Urban Christian Artist Lawrence 
Hancock serves another dose of 
vocals that evokes and compels 
the heart on his 9th album, Wait-
ing For You, on Symphonic Dis-
tribution.

“Hearing great music with a 
great message inspires the listener. 
There’s something magical about 
the creativity when those things 
intersect. Lawrence mastered this 
element with this album. The audi-
ence is in store for pure ear candy.”

The Stellar Award Nominated 
singer/composer/producer held 
back nothing in the pursuit of 
capturing his relationship with 
God in this follow-up to the cel-
ebrated Don’t Stop Caring album. 
Waiting For You features 14 songs 
taking listeners on a cosmic ride 
to a place of eternal perspective, 
leaving everything behind. The 
repeat button will be engaged.

Lawrence Hancock 
Releases Highly 
Awaited 9th Album: 
"Waiting For You"

See HANCOCK, on page 5
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13937 Malbec Ave.
Baton Rouge, LA 70816

Ph: 225-292-0305
Cell: 225-405-3427
Fax: 225-292-0307

Email: cjw7@att.net
www.cjwdistributors.com

BUSINESS
DIRECTORY
BRWEEKLYPRESS 

BUSINESS/SERVICE

FOR BUSINESSFOR BUSINESS
PANDEMIC AND HURRICANE RECOVERY 
SPECIALS CALL TO RESERVE YOUR SPACE 

IN THE BRWEEKLYPRESS 
BUSINESS DIRECTORY 225.775.2002 TODAY!

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE STATE OF ARIZONA IN 
AND FOR THE COUNTY OF MARICOPA JUVENILE DIVISION
CASE NO. JS21560
NOTICE OF HEARING ON PETITION FOR TERMINATION 
PARENT-CHILD
RELATIONSHIP 
In the Matter of: 
ELIZABETH MONK DOB: July 22, 2009
Person under 18 years of age.

TO: Fadia Erica ElMohamed aka Fadia Monk 
 Petitioners, Brandon Vincent Monk and Jessica LeeAnn 
Monk, having filed with this Court a verified Petition to Terminate 
Parent-Child Relationship between Elizabeth Monk and her Natural 
Mother, Fadia Erica ElMohamed aka Fadia Monk.
 NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a hearing on the Petition 
to Terminate Parent-Child Relationship is scheduled for the 22nd 
day of June, 2023, at the hour of 9:15 o’clock, a.m. (Arizona time), 
before the Honorable Pamela Gates in the Maricopa County Superior 
Court, Juvenile Division at the Old Court House located at : 125 
West Washington Street, Phoenix, Arizona 85003, for the purpose 
of determining whether any parent named herein is contesting the 
allegations in the Petition for Termination.
 The hearing will be virtual. You may contact the division at 
602-506-6391. You may use the following link https://tinyurl.com/
jbazmc-juj17 to connect to the hearing or call in at the time of the 
hearing to 917-781-4590 and use Conference ID: 447-368-555#.
You have a right to appear as a party in this proceeding.  The failure 
of a parent to appear at the initial hearing, the pretrial conference, 
the status conference or the termination adjudication hearing without 
good cause may result in an adjudication terminating the parent-
child relationship of that parent.
Failure to appear at a hearing may result in a finding that the 
parent has waived legal rights, including the right to trial to a jury, 
and is deemed to have admitted the allegations in the motion 
or petition for termination.  The parent shall be advised that the 
hearings may go forward in the absence of the parent and may 
result in the termination of parental rights based upon the record 
and evidence presented.  
In the event a named parent appears and enters a contest to the 
allegations, a trial will be scheduled for a later date. If a named 
parent does not contest the allegations, then that parent’s rights 
shall be terminated on the above date and time.
 The above-named individual may obtain a copy of the Notice 
of Hearing and Petition to Terminate Parent-Child Relationship by 
submitting a written request to: Kristy B. Blackwell, Attorney at 
Law, 3920 S. Alma School Rd., Ste. 5, Chandler, AZ 85248.
A request for reasonable accommodation for persons with disabilities 
must be made to the Court by parties at least three (3) working 
days in advance of a scheduled court proceeding.

Systems Services, Inc  seeks an 
Odoo Developer in Baton Rouge, LA

Duties: Analyze user needs & reqt’s to determine feasibility of 
design considering time & cost; Support & customize the Odoo 
(Enterprise Resource Planning) ERP software platform; Maintain, 
customize, & optimize existing business software for clients; 
Create & develop custom business applications based on clients’ 
needs to streamline & improve day-to-day business processes, 
debug potential/existing bugs in the systems/fix them; Custom-
ize business applications & their UI design, manage databases, 
dev’p APIs, write scripts & scheduled actions, design reports 
& create new custom applications. Review & inspect; General 
Ledger data in Odoo databases & provide answers to customer 
tickets regarding the financial results; Work w software dev’t 
team & others on project status, proposals, technical issues.

Req’t: Bachelor of Science (B.S.) in Computer Science, Computer 
Engineering, or related degree; College-level course work in an 
Intro U.S. Accounting course; 1 year Odoo development exp, 
must include customizing existing apps and creating new modules 
with clean and re-usable code in different Odoo versions (V12, 
V13, V14, V15); 6 months’ programming exp with JavaScript, 
XML, HTML, and SQL; 6 months’ exp using Python, GitHub, 
Odoo.SH, and Docker; Candidate must be able to successfully 
extend an Odoo module given a set of customer specifications.

Apply: https://www.ssibtr.com/jobs/detail/odoo-software-de-
veloper-5

BUYING OR SELLING
Call 225.775.2002

www.brweeklypress.com

CLASSIFIEDS

FIND IT ALL IN THE CLASSIFIEDS • 225.775.2002
CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS CLASSIFIEDS

Hey students! Are you interested in photography, writing or 
graphic design? The BR Weekly Press Newspaper wants you to 
join their team!  You'll get to work with professionals, create cool 
content and gain valuable experience. It's a great opportunity 
for internships and to build your portfolio.

If you're interested, call 225-775-2002 or email your resume 
to ivory@brweeklypress.com. Let's create something awe-
some together!

Student Writers, Photographers 
and Graphic Designers WANTED

� Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

� Free Pickup & Towing.

� Top Tax Deduction.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (888) 651-6230 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (888) 651-6230

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your vehicle 
for FREE -  at a time and 

place convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

888-651-6230
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (888) 651-6230.

bones, but I had never thought 
of these verses before.

Psalms 51:8, "Make me to 
hear joy and gladness; that the 
bones which thou hast broken 
may rejoice."

Psalms 34:20, "He keepeth 
all his bones: not one of them 
is broken."

I am a proponent of joy, 
but I never thought of bones 

being associated with joy. As 
I get older, I am discovering 
just how important my bones 
are. From now on, whenever 
one of my bones creaks, I will 
rejoice to know that God keeps 
all my bones.

Dr. James L. Snyder lives 
in Ocala, FL with the Gracious 
Mistress of the Parsonage. 
Telephone 1-352-216-3025, 
e-mail jamessnyder51@gmail.
com, website www.jamessny-
derministries.com.

oLd BoneS from page 4

When asked, Where does 
the music keep coming from? 
Lawrence answers, “I really 
don’t know! I start composing 
the music and growing from 
a very simple place into these 
songs that capture me. I’m blown 

away when it’s done. ”
When you get to your favor-

ite platform, make sure you fol-
low and subscribe, as Lawrence 
wants to connect!

This album will be com-
memorated with a limited supply 
of the industry’s first LP Style 
Digital Download Card to guide 
the listening experience.

hancock from page 4

BATON ROUGE, La. — All 
casinos in Baton Rouge reported 
a month of losses in April, ac-
cording to the Louisiana Gaming 
Control Board's latest figures re-
leased on May 15. Revenue from 
the state's riverboat casinos and 
Harrah's New Orleans reached 
$200.7 million during the month, 
marking an 8% decline compared 
to the $218.8 million recorded in 
April 2022.

Additionally, the board re-
ported that sports betting reve-
nue for April amounted to $22.9 
million, with a handle of $217.7 
million. Online sports betting con-
tributed $21.6 million in revenue 
from a handle of $190 million. 
Sports betting at physical casi-

nos generated $1.8 million from 
a handle of $19.7 million.

Analyst Joseph Greff of J.P. 
Morgan mentioned in a note that 
April's calendar was unfavorable 
for the industry, as it had nine 
weekend days in 2023, compared 
to ten in 2022. However, the cal-
endar for May was considered 
neutral, with both years having 
eight weekend days.

Among the Louisiana dis-
tricts, Lake Charles properties 
emerged as the top revenue 
generators in April, bringing 
in $76.7 million. Although this 
represented a slight increase of 
0.7% compared to the previous 
year, L'Auberge Casino Resort 
Lake Charles led the way with 

Baton Rouge Casinos Experience Declining April Revenue

Baton Rouge casinos face declining April revenue as industry challenges persist. 

revenue of $27.1 million, closely 
followed by Golden Nugget Lake 
Charles with $26.1 million. Delta 
Downs Racetrack Casino Hotel 
contributed $14.8 million, while 
Horseshoe Lake Charles (formerly 
Isle of Capri Lake Charles) re-
ported $8.7 million in revenue.

In the Shreveport/Bossier 
district, properties experienced 
a decline in revenue, amount-
ing to $50.3 million, marking a 
year-over-year decrease of 10.3%. 
Margaritaville Resort Casino con-
tributed $20.3 million, Horseshoe 
Bossier City reported $11.9 mil-
lion, and Bally's Shreveport Ca-
sino & Hotel totaled $9.3 million.

New Orleans district proper-
ties recorded revenue of $45.3 
million in April, representing a 
significant year-over-year de-

crease of 19.5%. Harrah's New 
Orleans led the properties in the 
region with revenue of $21.3 mil-
lion, followed by Boomtown Ca-
sino & Hotel with $10.2 million. 
Treasure Chest Casino generated 
$7.3 million during the month.

Baton Rouge district casinos 
generated $21.9 million in rev-
enue for the month, indicating a 
year-over-year decrease of 5.9%. 
L'Auberge Casino Hotel led the 
district with $16.3 million, while 
Hollywood Casino Baton Rouge 
brought in $4.5 million and the 
Belle of Baton Rouge Casino 
Hotel generated $1.1 million.

Finally, Evangeline Downs 
Racetrack & Casino in St. Landry 
Parish reported revenue of $6.5 
million, which represented a de-
crease of 7.4% from March 2022.
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The NAACP Baton Rouge 
Branch Freedom Fund Scholar-
ship Gala will be held on June 
17th, 2023. We are seeking spon-
sors and would love to have you 
as a sponsor for such a great 
event. The available sponsorship 
and partnering opportunities are 
available and attached for your 
convenience.

This year, we have decided 
to start a new tradition in cele-
brating our annual Freedom Fund 
Gala alongside the celebration 
of freedom with the Juneteenth 
Holiday! This gala will feature a 
keynote speaker, live band, and 
DJ. It is the chapter’s annual pre-
miere fundraiser, and tickets will 
be $100 each, with a projected 
attendance of 500 guests. It will 
be held at the Crown Plaza Ex-
ecutive Center Ballroom at 4728 
Constitution Ave, Baton Rouge, 
LA 70808.

The funds raised will help 

the NAACP Baton 
Rouge Branch's 
m i s s i o n  t o 
c o n t i n u e 
fostering a 
more robust 
and health-
ier commu-
nity related 
t o  c i v i c , 
e c o n o m i c , 
educat ional , 
and civil rights. 
The funds are also 
used to award four scholar-
ships to East Baton Rouge Parish 
students.

This celebratory event will 
highlight the NAACP branch’s 
historical importance. It will 
honor five outstanding commu-
nity leaders in four categories: the 
Dr. Ernest Johnson Civil Service 
Award, the Trailblazer Award, 
Amazing Woman Award, and 
the Aspiring Youth Award. Also, 

the 2023 scholarship 
recipients will share 

how they will 
benefit from the 
NAACP Schol-
arship and the 
entrance essay 
that all schol-
arship candi-

dates submit 
for award con-

sideration.
We move for-

ward with the mo-
mentum of our theme: Free 

At Last, yet The Work Contin-
ues! This evening will begin as 
guests are welcome on the red 
carpet. The doors will open at 
6:30 p.m., and the ballroom will 
open at 7:00 p.m. The program 
will begin promptly at 7:30 p.m. 
with dinner and conclude with 
live entertainment.

The NAACP Baton Rouge 
Branch is a nonpartisan 501(C)4 

organization that encourages the 
informed and active participation 
of the citizens in the government 
and influences public policy 
through education and advocacy. 
We request your support of the 
Freedom Fund Gala, our mission, 
and our events by partnering or 
choosing a sponsorship level.

For additional information, 
don’t hesitate to contact the 
NAACP Baton Rouge Branch 
Freedom Fund Gala Chairpersons 
Evette Moore and Y’Mine Mc-
Clanahan, also our Second Vice 
President, at brnaacpfreedom-
fundgala@gmail.com.

To purchase tickets or for 
further information, please visit 
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
baton-rouge-branch-naacp-pres-
ents-juneteenth-freedom-fund-
gala-registration-596114744247

2023 NAACP Freedom Fund Gala Celebrates 
Juneteenth and Resumes Annual Tradition
"Join us for the NAACP Baton Rouge Branch Freedom Fund Scholarship Gala: Celebrating 
Freedom and Honoring Community Leaders at the Juneteenth-inspired Event!"

Call 844-970-1077 and mention this ad
or visit naturehillsdeal.com/bloom43

Hours: M-F 8am-5pm, Sat 9am-1pm CST

+ Shipping+ Shipping

Exclusively at Nature Hills Plant Nursery!

FRENCH MANICURE™

PANICLE HYDRANGEA

B a k e r , 
Lou i s i ana  - 
Mayor Darnell 
Waits, a beacon 
of leadership 
and unity in 
Baker, Louisi-
ana, is delighted 
to announce the 
highly antici-
pated Mayor's 
Prayer Break-
fast, set to take 
place on Friday, 
June 30, 2023, at 
the Baker Mu-
nicipal Center. 
This transfor-
mative event, 
organized by 
the  Mayor ' s 
Office, prom-
ises an unfor-
gettable morn-
ing of prayer, 
reflection, and 
community engagement.

Titled "Embracing Hope, 
Uniting Hearts: Mayor's Prayer 
Breakfast 2023," this year's edi-
tion is poised to uplift and inspire 
attendees. Beginning promptly at 
6:30 am, the event welcomes all 
members of the Baker community 
to gather in the spirit of camaraderie 
at the esteemed Baker Municipal 
Center, located at 3325 Groom 
Road.

Renowned Guest Speaker 
Congressman Troy A. Carter, a 
highly respected figure recognized 
for his unwavering dedication to 
service, will grace the event with 
his remarkable insights and inspi-
rational words. Representative 
Carter's exceptional oratory skills 
and profound message will leave a 
lasting impact on all those present, 
encouraging them to embrace hope 
and unite their hearts in the face of 
challenges.

Mayor Darnell Waits extends 
his heartfelt appreciation to the resi-
dents of Baker for their steadfast 
support and invites them to join him 
in this remarkable opportunity to 
strengthen the bonds that make 
Baker a thriving community. The 
Mayor's Prayer Breakfast is a pow-
erful reminder of the significance of 
faith, compassion, and resilience, 
especially in these unprecedented 
times.

Tickets for the Mayor's Prayer 
Breakfast are available for purchase. 
To purchase tickets, call City Hall at 
(225) 778-0300 or visit the official 
city website at https://cityofbakerla.
com/. Early registration is strongly 
advised to secure a place at this 
transformative event.

Join Mayor Darnell Waits, 
esteemed Guest Speaker Repre-
sentative Troy Carter, and fellow 
community members at the Baker 
Municipal Center on June 30, 2023, 
at 6:30 am. This event promises an 
extraordinary opportunity to unite, 
find solace in prayer, and connect as 
one robust and resilient community.

Mayor Darnell Waits 
Invites Community 
to Prayer Breakfast 
with Congressman 
Troy Carter

Mayor 
Darnell Waits

Congressman 
Troy A. Carter
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