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Rain
High 69°.
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Cloudy
High 77°.
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Sunny
High 74°.
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BATON ROUGE, La — Re-
visions Made to African American 
Studies Curriculum by College 
Board Amid ControversyBaton 
Rouge, Louisiana is one of the 
sixty schools across the country 
participating in a pilot program for 
a new African American Studies 
course. The course has received 
national attention due to the 
threat by Florida Governor Ron 
DeSantis to ban it in his state. The 
revised curriculum, released by 
the College Board, which over-
sees Advanced Placement (AP) 
exams, has downplayed certain 
aspects that had previously drawn 
criticism from DeSantis and other 
conservatives.

The official curriculum for 
the course no longer includes top-
ics such as Black Lives Matter, 
slavery reparations, and queer 
life, which were included in the 
original curriculum. These topics 
will only be a part of a sample 
list that states and school systems 
may choose from for student proj-
ects. The College Board stated 
that the revisions to the course 
were mostly complete prior to 
DeSantis’ objections.

Despite DeSantis’ objec-
tions, the course is expanding to 
hundreds of high schools in the 
next academic year, guided by the 
revised curriculum. The College 

Board stated that developers con-
sulted with over 200 colleges, in-
cluding several historically black 
institutions, and took input from 

teachers participating in the pilot 
program.

 Senior Kahlila Bandele, 
who is enrolled in the course 

at Baton Rouge Magnet High 
School, stated that she doesn’t 
feel that the course is attempting 
to indoctrinate students. Bandele 

also stated that in contrast to the 
African American Studies course, 

Unveiled: Revised African American 
Studies Curriculum Despite Controversy

A group of students at Baton Rouge Magnet High School in Louisiana were taught AP African American studies on Monday, Jan. 30, 2023 by an instructor. The 
school is one of 60 across the country testing the new course, which has received nationwide attention after being banned in Florida.

See STUDIES, on page 2

WASHINGTON, D.C. – 
Congressman Troy A. Carter, Sr. 
(D-La.) released the following 
statement recognizing the start of 
Black History Month 2023:

“Today marks the start of 
Black History Month – a time to 
honor and celebrate the accom-
plishments, culture, history, and 
essence of the Black experience 
in the United States of America.

“Black History Month is 
about reflecting on our past and 
uplifting one another to support 
our communities. I’m grateful to 
be from Louisiana, where we know 
the importance of reaping what 
we sow. Community service has 
always been a central part of my 
mission as a Black man, a public 
servant, an advocate, a legislator, 
and most importantly – a father.

“We also must ensure that 
young people know our history 
and use it as the driving force 
behind their passions. I want to 
expand education opportunities for 
students because learning is key to 
unlocking their potential. I wouldn't 
be the man I am today without my 
experiences at an HBCU.

“This February, I recommit to 
advancing policies that defend civil 
and voting rights, promote racial 
justice, educate our children, and 
invigorate our local economies. I 
will be at the forefront of the work 
we still need to do to guarantee 
equality for everyone.”

Congressman 
Troy Carter’s 
Statement 
Celebrating 
Black History 
Month 2023

Congressman Troy A. Carter, Sr.

Washington— Rep. Joyce 
Beatty (D), on Wednesday, the 
first day of Black History Month, 
reintroduced the Black History 
is American History Act, which 
would require Black history to 
be part of the American History 
and Civics Academies’ competi-
tive grants. 

The grants are administered 
by the Department of Education 
and used to help improve stu-
dent achievement in elementary 
school subjects such as American 
history. 

The legislation would 
make it so educators and stu-

dents would learn about Black 
history in workshops related 
to American history, promote 
resources available from the 
National Museum of African 
American History and Culture 
and pressure the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress to 
include Black history in their 
tests, according to a statement 
from the congresswoman. 

“Black history is American 
history, and it is under unprec-
edented attack,” Beatty said. 
“Black history is crucial to un-
derstanding the complexity of 
our nation’s past, present and fu-

ture — not just slavery and civil 
rights. By incentivizing schools 
and educators to teach Black his-
tory in the classroom, we can 
all learn important lessons in 
our country’s ongoing journey 
toward creating a ‘more perfect 
Union’ for all Americans.”

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis 
(R) recently rejected the pilot 
Advanced Placement African 
American studies course for its 
inclusion of Black queer history 
and promotion of authors asso-
ciated with critical race theory. 
This academic framework in-
volves looking at how racism 

has historically been embedded 
in American law and institutions.

The College Board released 
a revised version of the course 
on Wednesday that was decried 
by activists who said the orga-
nization bowed to DeSantis’s 
demands. 

The College Board said it 
had been working on changes 
to the course before DeSantis 
voiced his complaints and con-
tends the final version is “an 
unflinching encounter with the 
facts and evidence of African 
American history and culture.

Joyce Beatty reintroduces Black 
History is American History Act

The Congressional Black Caucus held a press conference to discuss the dangers of erasing Black History. #BlackHistory is American history, & we 
cannot erase the past because it was painful. We must educate ourselves & our children to ensure that we are not doomed to repeat our mistakes.

THE BATTLE FOR  BLACK HISTORY CONTINUES!

F O R T 
L A U D E R -
DALE, Fla.— 
Florida Gover-
nor Ron DeSan-
tis has rejected 
t he  Co l l ege 
Board’s  Ad-
vanced Place-
ment African 
A m e r i c a n 
Studies course, 
claiming that it 
pushes a politi-
cal agenda and constitutes “indoc-
trination” rather than education. 
The Florida Department of Educa-
tion has told the College Board that 
the course will be barred unless 
changes are made. The state is-
sued a chart on Friday that claims 
that the course promotes the idea 
that modern American society op-
presses Black people, other mi-
norities and women and includes a 
chapter on “Black Queer Studies” 
that is deemed inappropriate by 
the administration.

DeSantis claimed that the 
course violates the Stop WOKE 
Act that he signed into law last 
year. The act prohibits instruction 
that defines people as necessarily 
oppressed or privileged based on 
their race. Some of the writers cited 
in the course argue that modern 
U.S. society endorses white su-
premacy while oppressing racial 
minorities, gays and women.

Florida House Democratic 
Leader Fentrice Driskell criticized 
the rejection of the course as “cow-
ardly” and said it “sends a clear 
message that Black Americans’ 
history does not count in Florida.” 
The College Board, which has been 
developing the African American 

Debate Erupts 
Over Florida's 
Rejection of 
African American 
Studies Course

Florida 
Governor 
Ron DeSantis

See DEBATE, on page 3

“Black History Month is 
about reflecting on our 
past and uplifting one 
another to support our 
communities."
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her European History course does 
not address the experiences of 
black people.

DeSantis, who may run for 
president in 2024 as a Republi-
can, stated that he is blocking 
the course in Florida because it 
promotes a political agenda. He 
also stated that Florida’s educa-
tion standards require teaching 
black history as part of the core 
curriculum and that he wants 
education, not indoctrination. A 
spokesperson for DeSantis stated 
that the state education depart-
ment is reviewing the revised 
curriculum to ensure compliance 
with Florida law.

Despite the College Board’s 
assurances, the notion that the 
course was changed due to po-
litical controversy has generated 
fresh outrage. David Johns, the 
executive director of the National 
Black Justice Coalition, stated 
that it was “infuriating” to hear 
that parts of black history were 

being traded for political reasons.
The course has been well-

received by students at schools 
where it has been introduced. In 
Baton Rouge, the high demand 
for the course has led to Emmitt 
Glynn, a teacher at Baton Rouge 
Magnet High School, having to 
teach the course to two classes 
instead of just one. Glynn’s stu-
dents read selections from “The 
Wretched of the Earth” by Frantz 
Fanon and had a lively discussion 
about the text, connecting it to 
topics like the conflict between 
colonizers and Native Americans 
and police violence in Memphis, 
Tennessee.

Glynn stated that he is proud 
of the connections his students 
are making between the past and 
present and that they are not only 
learning history, but also mak-
ing history. Glynn believes that 
by providing his students with 
information, he is able to see light 
bulbs go off in their minds and 
that they are able to understand 
how the information affects them.

StudieS from page 1

n The Shreveport Police  
Department has resolved  
a lawsuit

The Shreveport Police De-
partment has resolved a lawsuit 
brought by 37-year-old Black 
man, Brandon Kennedy. Ken-
nedy claimed an officer, Montrell 
Jackson, violently assaulted him 
outside a Family Dollar store after 
he expressed his support for the 
Black Lives Matter movement 
in 2020. A second officer, Justin 
White, witnessed the assault but 
did not intervene, according to 
court documents. Kennedy was 
taken to a psychiatric hospital for 
a mental health evaluation but 
was not arrested. The terms of 
the settlement are unknown as 
the ACLU of Louisiana, which 
represented Kennedy, declined 
to discuss them, and the Shreve-
port Police Department did not 
respond to a request for infor-
mation. The police department 
stated it did not admit liability 
in the settlement and that both 
officers remain employed follow-
ing a cleared investigation. The 
lawsuit was part of the ACLU of 
Louisiana's Justice Lab, which 
has filed 51 cases on excessive 
force, racial profiling, and other 
issues against law enforcement 
in the state.

n The Louisiana Department 
of Health has added a new  
medical condition, acrania, to 
its list of exceptions

The Louisiana Department 
of Health has added a new medi-
cal condition, acrania, to its list of 
exceptions for the state's abortion 
ban. The emergency rule, which 
came into effect on Jan 27, now 
includes 25 medical diagnoses 
that allow a person to terminate 
a pregnancy. Acrania, a disorder 
where a fetus develops without a 
complete skull, was added to the 
list after a Baton Rouge resident 
was denied an abortion for the 
same diagnosis last year. The 
emergency rule was released last 
month as the previous one was 
lapsing, but it's unclear when a 
permanent regulation might be put 
in place. The current and proposed 
rules have received criticism from 
both anti-abortion advocates and 
doctors for different reasons. Anti-
abortion advocates want the list of 
exceptions to be abolished, while 
doctors find the state's rules on 
medical exceptions confusing 
and not reflective of the medi-

cal practices.

n Facial Recognition Tool Led 
to Mistaken Arrest, Lawyer Says 
 Louisiana authorities’ use of 
facial recognition technology 
led to the mistaken-identity 
arrest of a Georgia man on a 
fugitive warrant, an attorney 
said in a case that renews atten-
tion to racial disparities in the 
use of the digital tool.

Randall Reid, 28, was jailed 
in late November in DeKalb 
County, Georgia.

His attorney, Tommy Calog-
ero, said authorities erroneously 
linked Reid to purse thefts in Jef-
ferson Parish and Baton Rouge. 
Reid, arrested on Nov. 25, was 
released Dec. 1.

Reid is Black, and his arrest 
brings new attention to the use of 
a technology critics say results in 
a higher rate of misidentification 
of people of color than of white 
people.

“They told me I had a war-
rant out of Jefferson Parish. I said, 
‘What is Jefferson Parish?’” Reid 
said. “I have never been to Loui-
siana a day in my life. Then they 
told me it was for theft. So not 
only have I not been to Louisiana, 
I also don’t steal.”

n "LSU President Holds 
Closed-Door Meeting with Ti-
gerland Bar Owners Following 
Underage Drinking Tragedy"  
 LSU President William Tate 
held a closed-door meeting with 
bar owners in the Tigerland area 
on Friday, following the loss of 
Reggie's liquor license after the 
death of Madison Brooks. Brooks 
was believed to have been served 
alcohol at the bar and her blood 
alcohol content was four times 
the legal limit, despite her being 
underage.

Tate declined to reveal the 
details of the meeting, but ac-
knowledged that they still have 
work to do to combat underage 
drinking. He stated that the meet-
ing was critical as many students 
frequent the area, and the goal 
is to minimize risk by securing 
the area.

All business owners in the 
area were reportedly in atten-
dance, and Tate reported that 
everyone seemed open to work-
ing together to improve the situ-
ation. The meeting was not open 
to the public.

News Breifs

BATON ROUGE, La.  — A 
$45 million funding bill to address 
soaring homeowner insurance rates 
in hurricane-battered Louisiana 
was overwhelmingly approved by 
Louisiana lawmakers Friday and 
sent to Gov. John Bel Edwards for 
his signature.

The Senate approved the 
House-passed bill 37-1 after a de-
bate Friday afternoon. It then went 
back to the House for quick final 
approval of Senate amendments, 
bringing a close to a five-day spe-
cial session Edwards called at the 
urging of Insurance Commissioner 
Jim Donelon.

The measure, backed by Do-
nelon, will fund an incentive pro-
gram to provide grants to qualified 

insurance companies as an incen-
tive to have them write policies in 
the state. Edwards’ office said he 
will sign the bill when he officially 
receives it — possibly as early as 
Monday.

Sen. Barrow Peacock, a Boss-
ier City Republican, cast the only 
vote against the bill in the Senate. 
He noted similar expenditures fol-
lowing Hurricane Katrina in 2005 
and questioned whether the vulner-
able state should let the free market 
take care of the situation.

“Are we going to have to do 
this every time we have several 
storms hit our state in a two- to 
three-year period?” Peacock asked 
the bill’s Senate sponsor, River 
Ridge Republican Kirk Talbot.

Talbot said the bill is badly 
needed by many families and that 
Louisiana has moved to avert future 
insurance catastrophes, including 
with the adoption of stronger build-
ing codes.

“We need to pass this bill and 
get relief to people who need it,” 
Talbot said.

The bill was approved 90-8 
by the House earlier in the special 
session.

Gov. John Bel Edwards, a 
Democrat, had called the session 
at the urging of Donelon, refer-
ring to the effort as a “first step 
in addressing Louisiana’s ongoing 
insurance issues.”

The state’s insurance crisis, 
similar to one in Florida, followed 
rough hurricane seasons in 2020 
and 2021 when the state was hit by 
Delta, Laura, Zeta and Ida. Some 
companies went insolvent and oth-
ers stopped writing policies in the 
state following a deluge of claims.

Lawmakers last year passed 
the incentive program but did not 
put any significant money behind 
it, hence the $45 million funding 
bill. Under the program, qualified 
companies will be awarded grants 
between $2 million and $10 mil-
lion. In return, those insurers must 
provide 100% matching funds for 
the grant.

Donelon has said 10 insur-
ers are interested in participating 
in the program, including seven 
already operating in Louisiana. 
While the commissioner said he 
can’t guarantee that the program 
will decrease premiums, he hopes 
it will “stabilize” the market.

He also said he hopes it will 
allow about 40,000 policyholders 
to leave the state’s insurer of last re-
sort, Louisiana Citizens. The state-
run safety-net insurance company, 
which is required to charge 10% 
above market prices, is about to 
boost its rates by 63%.

Louisiana Citizens has 
120,000 residential policies. In 
2021 it had 41,000 policies.

Louisiana lawmakers OK funding 
to draw insurers to state

Storm-damaged furniture an debris sit outside the Galliano home of Paula Bermudez on Oct. 5, 2021 — six weeks after 
Hurricane Ida. (Wes Muller/Louisiana Illuminator)
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BY STACY M. BROWN
NNPA Newswire Senior 
National Correspondent

That’s enough of racism and 
bigotry, says Rep. Sheila Jackson 
Lee.

The Democratic representa-
tive from Texas has introduced 
House Resolution 61, which 
would amend Title 18 of the 
United States Code to broaden 
the definition of hate crimes, with 
the goal of preventing and pros-
ecuting hate crimes motivated by 
white supremacy and conspiracy 
to commit such crimes.

The text of the bill reads as 
follows: “A person commits a 
white supremacy inspired hate 
crime when white supremacist 
ideology has motivated the plan-
ning, development, preparation, 
or perpetration of actions that 
constituted a crime or were un-
dertaken in furtherance of activity 
that, if effectuated, would have 
constituted a crime.”

With respect to any infor-
mation or evidence obtained 
by the Department of Justice of 
any unlawful action specified in 
Jackson-Lee’s bill, the DOJ shall 
have the authority to conduct op-
erations and activities pursuant to 
such crimes.

The Department of Justice 
(DOJ) would also be authorized to 
conduct investigations, intervene, 
and take any other measures it 
deems necessary and appropriate 
to prevent, mitigate, or stop any 
potentially violent action.

The Department of Justice’s 
Uniform Crime Reporting Pro-
gram would keep track of white 
supremacist-inspired hate crimes 
and other related actions, and Jus-
tice Department officials would 
have the authority to prosecute 

those responsible for them.
Jackson Lee has requested 

that the DOJ report its findings 
annually to the relevant Congres-
sional committees.

Rep. Lauren Boebert, a Re-
publican from Colorado, claimed 
the legislation “makes a mockery 
of the First Amendment.”

While Boebert, a right-wing 
leader, misrepresented the leg-
islation after reading a mislead-
ing news article, Jackson Lee 
schooled her on Twitter.

“First of all, it took me about 
32 seconds of reading the article 
you cited to understand that none 
of you know what you are talk-
ing about,” Jackson Lee scolded.

To be convicted of a hate 
crime in some jurisdictions, “H.R. 
61 simply deals with adding white 
supremacy to a list of reasons,” 
the Texas Democrat explained.

She elaborated:
“So, when the article states 

that ‘only white people can be 
charged with’ this crime, that’s 
flagrantly false.

“Your argument assumes 
that only white people can hold 
white supremacist views and that 
only certain groups of people can 
perpetrate violence motivated by 
white supremacy.

“I would hope now that your 
argument would not shift to ‘why 
is white supremacy being added 
to this law?’ That would be egre-
gious.

“Yes, white supremacy 
should be added to this law. Why? 
Because as Director Wray testi-
fied, it’s a major domestic terrorist 
threat.”

Democrat Introduces 
Anti-White Supremacy Bill, 
Schools Republican on Hate

The Department of Justice’s Uniform Crime Reporting Program would keep 
track of white supremacist-inspired hate crimes and other related actions, 
and Justice Department officials would have the authority to prosecute 
those responsible for them.

BY: ARIANA FIGUEROA
Coutesy of Louisiana Illuminator

WASHINGTON — The 
Congressional Black Caucus met 
with President Joe Biden and Vice 
President Kamala Harris Thursday 
evening to urge the administra-
tion to use its executive power for 
law enforcement reform, following 
criminal charges for police officers 
in the killing of a Black man in 
Memphis, Tennessee. 

“My hope is this dark memory 
spurs some action that we’ve all 
been fighting for,” Biden said.

Tyre Nichols, a 29-year-old 
Black man, was beaten by five 
Memphis police officers during 
a traffic stop on Jan. 7 and died 
three days later. The five police of-
ficers have been fired and indicted 
in connection with his death.

After the city released video 
footage of the beating last week, 
protests against police brutality 
have continued, along with calls 
from Democratic lawmakers to 
reform policing.  Some would like 
to change qualified immunity, legal 
precedents that protect government 
officials, such as law enforcement 
officials, from many lawsuits stem-
ming from accusations of viola-
tions of constitutional rights.  

Biden said he hopes there can 
be progress on police reform.

“We gotta stay at it as long as 
it takes,” Biden said.

Members of the Congressio-
nal Black Caucus who visited the 
White House included Democratic 
Reps. Steven Horsford of Nevada, 
James Clyburn of South Carolina, 
Joe Neguse of Colorado and Sheila 
Lee Jackson of Texas and Demo-
cratic Sens. Cory Booker of New 
Jersey and Raphael Warnock of 
Georgia.

“The death of Tyre Nichols 
is yet another example of why we 
do need action,” Horsford said to 
Biden in the Oval Office. “We 
need your help to make sure we 
can get the legislative actions that 
are necessary to save lives and to 
make public safety the priority that 

it needs to be for all communities.”
Any legislation relating to po-

lice reform would likely originate 
in the Senate, as House Speaker 
Kevin McCarthy has not said much 
about such legislation since Nich-
ols’ death, and voted against the 
George Floyd Justice in Policing 
Act, which the House passed in 
2020. 

George Floyd was a Black 
man murdered by Minnesota 
police officer Derek Chauvin in 
2020, who was filmed kneeling 
on Floyd’s neck for more than 
nine minutes. It sparked national 
outrage and protests against police 
brutality and racism.

Talks between Booker and 

Republican Sen. Tim Scott of 
South Carolina about a policing 
accountability bill, such as the 
George Floyd bill, fell apart in 
the Senate.

Scott on Thursday wrote on 
Twitter that the House’s George 
Floyd bill is a nonstarter.

“I’ve been working toward 
common ground solutions that 
actually have a shot at passing,” 
Scott wrote on Twitter. “Solutions 
to increase funding and training 
to make sure only the best wear 
the badge.” 

The House last year did pass, 
on a bipartisan basis, four bills that 
provided grants to small law en-
forcement agencies, funding for 

mental health professionals to re-
spond to calls in which people are 
in distress and funding for crime-
solving technology. 

Those bills were the Invest to 
Protect Act, the Break the Cycle of 
Violence Act, the Mental Health 
Justice Act and the VICTIM Act.

Biden also signed into law 
late last year the Law Enforce-
ment De-Escalation Training Act 
of 2022, which directs the Justice 
Department to develop training 
situations for de-escalation tactics 
and responding safely to a mental 
health crisis. A $124 million grant 
was provided for law enforcement 
agencies to develop those de-es-
calation practices.   

Congressional Black Caucus meets with 
Biden to push for police accountability

Sen. Raphael Warnock (D-Georgia), center, and fellow members of the Congressional Black Caucus meet with U.S. President Joe Biden in the Oval Office at the 
White House on Feb. 2, 2023. Members of the caucus encouraged the administration to push for national law enforcement reform in the wake of several high-profile 
killings of unarmed Black men, most recently the beating death of Tyre Nichols by Memphis, Tennessee, police officers. (Photo by Chip Somodevilla/Getty Images)

Studies course for a decade, is 
currently testing it at 60 high 
schools nationwide, though no 
school or state is required to offer 
it after its scheduled rollout.

The College Board has not 
responded to requests for com-
ment since Friday but issued a 
statement last week saying that 
it encourages feedback and will 
consider changes. The state criti-
cized five living authors, three 
of whom responded to an email 
from the Associated Press. One 
of the authors, Yale University 
Professor Roderick Ferguson, 
claimed that the quote cited by 

the state came from an interview 
about his book “One-Dimen-
sional Queer,” which he said is 
a discussion of issues such as 
employment discrimination and 
police violence against minority 
communities.

UCLA history Professor 
Robin D.G. Kelley, another au-
thor criticized by the state, said 
that his 2016 piece “Black Study, 
Black Struggle” is a challenge to 
student activists to move their 
efforts beyond the campus and 
to fight for justice for all people, 
including those who may once 
have been oppressors. He added 
that his piece is based on thor-
ough research.

debate from page 1
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CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway – Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 -    Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Elenora Mackey Cushenberry, Th.D, Senior Pastor
Rev. Tiffanie C. Postell, Associate Pastor

Sunday School ................................................................ 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service ...........................................................  10:55 a.m.
Youth Sunday & Contemporary Worship .......  2nd Sun. 8:00 a.m.
Bible Study .................................Wed. 12:00 Noon and 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Ministry  ..................................................... Tues 6:00 p.m.

By Tony Evans

Hebrews 11:6 makes it crystal 
clear that without faith you won’t 
see God. This is because without 
faith, you do not please Him. The 
absence of faith results in the ab-
sence of the manifest presence of 
God. In other words, you may know 
He exists, but you won’t necessarily 
experience His existence in your 
day-to-day life. That’s why God 
urges us so often in Scripture to 
live our lives by faith.

He wants us to experience 
Him. 

He desires to intervene in our 
situations. 

He wants to reveal His power 
in our circumstances. 

But it requires our faith to 
participate in the process of His 
providential hand. Remember, faith 
is acting like it is so even when it’s 
not so in order that it might be so 
simply because God said so. Faith is 
verifiable. You never have to guess 
if you have faith because it shows 
up in your walk, not just your talk. 

Faith is made 
real when you 
choose to obey 
God even when 
you cannot see 
the reality or 
rationale of 
your obedience 
from a human 
perspective.

W h a t ’ s 
more:  fai th 
must always 

precede sight. Once you have sight, 
it is no longer faith. That’s why He-
brews 11:1 declares, “Now faith is 
the assurance of things hoped for, 
the conviction of things not seen.” 
If you have to see it first, you have 
cancelled faith. Faith is prior to, 
and apart from, sight. In fact, faith 
leads to sight. But, even so, most 
people first decide what they are 
going to do by what they see. As a 
result, they regularly cancel out the 
supernatural from taking place in 
their lives. Don’t make that mistake, 
for God wants you to experience 
more of Him.

Your Faith Leads to 
an Experience of God

Tony Evans

By Creflo Dollar

When we read the Gospel, it 
is important to read it in its proper 
context. Reading it through the 
Old Testament lens of the Law of 
Moses gives us an outdated inter-
pretation that is no longer valid, but 
reading it through the lens of grace 
reveals the power of the resurrected 
Jesus. When we understand that we 
don’t have to live by old standards 
that no longer apply to us, we’re 
free to rightly divide the Word of 
truth. Correspondingly, we limit 
ourselves when we lift Scriptures 
out of context and wrongly inter-
pret the Word.

Under the Law of Moses, 
punishment and condemnation 
were key motivators, but Jesus re-
placed the law with His grace and 
truth. Before, strict obedience and 

constant atone-
ment for sin 
was necessary 
to please God, 
but faith is all 
that is needed, 
now. The truth 
that Jesus was 
the perfect sac-
rifice for sin 
highlights the 
significance of 
what He did on 
the cross. Let-
ting this get down inside us begins 
to transform us.

For example, Holy Commu-
nion celebrates Jesus’ work on the 
cross but, if we’re not careful, we 
can incorrectly interpret the Scrip-
ture on communion. The apostle 
Paul wrote that whoever partakes 
of communion in an unworthy 

manner eats and drinks damna-
tion to himself. An Old Testament 
mindset immediately goes to sin-
consciousness and condemns us 
as being unworthy to take com-
munion. However, this Scripture 
is actually advising us to examine 
ourselves beforehand; it does not 
say to meditate on our sins and 
avoid communion altogether.

Reading this Scripture in con-
text, we see that we take the bread 
and wine in memory of Jesus, not 
of our sins. Interpreting this in-
correctly traps us in fear, guilt, 
and condemnation. Interpreting 
it correctly frees us to receive, 
by faith, what grace has made 
available. Reading the Word in 
the proper spirit opens our eyes 
to the forgiveness God offers us 
through the new

 

PRAYER:
God, in Your mercy You sent 

us Your Son to replace the condem-
nation and sin-consciousness of the 
old covenant with grace and love. 
You released us from the require-
ments of the Law of Moses and 
gave us freedom through Jesus. 
Thank You for giving us Your 
Spirit to properly interpret what 
You say to us. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.

SCRIPTURES:
2 Timothy 2:15
John 1:17
Romans 6:14
Hebrews 11:6
Hebrews 10:1-14
1 Corinthians 11:24, 25, 27-29

The resurrected Jesus transforms us

Creflo dollar

CAMPHOR MEMORIAL
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

8742 Scenic Highway - Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70807
Telephone:  (225) 775-4106 • Fax:  (225) 615-8359

Rev. Kermit Curtis “KC” Roberson, M.Div., MPA Senior Pastor

Sunday School .................................................................. 9:30 a.m.
Worship Service..............1st, 3rd. & 4th Sundays ...........  10:55 a.m.
Contemporary Worship .........2nd & 5th Sunday .................8:00 a.m

(And any Sunday that falls on a Holiday)
Bible Study........ Wednesday, Men’s Mid-Day Study .......12:00 p.m. 
Disciple Bible Study.................Wednesday ........................5:30 p.m.
Prayer Ministry...........................Tuesday ...........................6:00 p.m.
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RELIGION

Get ready for a night of 
soul-stirring inspiration and 
electrifying gospel music! 
The 24th Annual Super Bowl 
Soulful Celebration is here and 
bringing some of the biggest 
names in gospel to the stage 
for an unforgettable night of 
faith, hope, and joyful inspira-
tion. Headliners Patti LaBelle, 
Kierra Sheard, and Tye Tribbett 
will lead the charge, accompa-
nied by other talented artists like 
Israel Houghton and the NFL 
Players Choir, celebrating its 

15th anniversary.
Radio personality Willie 

Moore Jr. will emcee the event, 
bringing his infectious energy 
to the stage as the only inspira-
tional music event sanctioned 
by the NFL. With Philadelphia 
Eagles Quarterback and Super 
Bowl LVII contender Jalen 
Hurts being honored with the 
“Faith In Action” award, rec-
ognizing NFL players making 
a difference off the field, this 
promises to be a night to re-
member.

Join us at Mesa Arts Center 
on Feb. 8th at 7:30 pm MT for 
this uplifting celebration, and be 
a part of the legacy that Melanie 
Few, founder of the Super Bowl 
Soulful Celebration, is proud to 
have built with the NFL over 
the past 24 years. As she states, 
"It's an honor and a privilege!" 
Don't miss out on this one-of-
a-kind evening that promises 
to bring faith, hope, and joyful 
inspiration to the biggest game 
on earth.

Patti Labelle, Kierra Sheard And Tye Tribbett 
To Headline Super Bowl Soulful Celebration

Headliners Patti LaBelle, Kierra Sheard, and Tye Tribbett will lead the charge, accompanied by other talented 
artists like Israel Houghton and the NFL Players Choir, celebrating its 15th anniversary.

BY CREFLO DOLLAR

Our minds are amazingly 
powerful tools. What we think and 
believe influences the choices we 
make and the actions we take. Our 
success in life directly correlates to 
the degree we change our mindset 
to line up with God’s Word. If we 
want to change for the better and 
see measurable progress, letting 
Him renew our minds is the key. 

Our confessions are a vital 
component in this process. Con-
fessing the wrong thing blocks 
our progress, which is why it’s so 
important to confess in agreement 
with what God has said. However, 
to even know what to confess, we 
need to learn to think differently. 
We mustn’t be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the 
renewing of our mind; this opens us 
up to learn God’s good and perfect 
will concerning us.

God’s Word is eternal and 
true and has been forever settled 
in heaven. By His grace, He has 
given us the authority to speak it 
over situations in our lives to change 
things. We can call into existence 
things that be not as thou they were; 
the authority to bring dead things 

back to life is in our mouth. Jesus 
did it when He spoke to Lazarus 
and brought him back to life; we 
have the same ability to speak life 
into dead situations.

It's impossible to continue 
along a train of thought when 
we open up our mouth and speak 
something else, because our words 
interrupt our thoughts and redirect 
them elsewhere. This is how we 
renew our minds when a thought 
contradictory to God’s Word pops 
into our head. Death and life are in 
the power of the tongue. Consis-
tently speaking life puts us on the 
right track to bringing our thoughts 
into alignment with God’s thoughts.

 PRAYER:
God, learning to think like you 

puts us in a powerful position. You 
gave us all a mouth and a tongue 
to enable us to speak Your Word 
and declare Your thoughts out loud. 
We’re grateful for this. In Jesus’ 
name, amen.

• Scriptures:
• Romans 12:2
• Psalm 119:89
• Romans 4:17
• John 11:1-44
• Proverbs 18:21

The Power Of The Renewed Mind

Creflo Dollar is a founder and senior pastor of World Changers Church Inter-
national (WCCI). He’s a world-renowned Bible teacher, sought-after conference 
speaker, and bestselling author with hundreds of books, CDs, and DVDs in 
distribution worldwide.

"Make me know Your ways, O Lord; 
teach me Your paths." (Psalm 25:4)

Much of your life, whether it 
shows up in successes or failures, will 
be determined by your priorities. What 
you put first in your thoughts, desires, 
and choices will affect the fruit or con-
sequences you then face.

Jesus spoke about our priorities in 
the longest sermon He ever preached 
while on earth, which is recorded in 
Scripture as the Sermon on the Mount. 
In this sermon, He addressed believers, 
originally His disciples, and primarily 
spoke about the kingdom. The center-
piece of the kingdom revolves around 
one verse in Matthew 6:33, which 
states, "But seek first His Kingdom 
and His righteousness, and all these 
things will be added to you."

The word "first" is the key in this 
passage. A diminishing of the value of 
this word has led to a diminishing of 
the experience of God in many people's 
lives. To live life to its fullest and to 
accomplish and experience all that God 
has created you to do, God and His 
kingdom must be first. God cannot be 
just one among many, but must be first.

However, the problem in most 
people's lives today is that God is 
merely in the vicinity and not first. 
People often say they don't have enough 
time for God, which means that God is 
not first place in their lives. A person 
will always make time for what is first 
and what matters most.

Reflection: Consider what it 
means for God to be first in your life 
and what it looks like. Think about 
where God comes in second or later in 
your life and how you can put Him back 
in first place. Pray for the strength to 
make God first in your life and experi-
ence all that He has created you to do.

Priorities Shape 
Life Outcome
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PUBLIC NOTICE

Invitation to Bid (REBID) North Transfer Center Construction 
Solicitation #2023-NorthtransitCenter-003  

The Capital Area Transit System (CATS), a political subdivision of the 
State of Louisiana, operating the public transit system ni EBR Parish is 
accepting Proposals for North Transfer CenterConstruction. Sealed bids 
are due to CATS Procurement Department by April 10, 2023 at 10:00 am 
(local time) at 2250 Florida Blvd., Baton Rouge, LA 70802. Acopy of this 
ITB can be found on CATS and State Procurement websites at: http://
www.brcats.com/page/procurement and https://wwwcfprd.doa.louisiana.
gov/osp/lapac/deptbids.cfm 
Bidders may submit written questions to: catsprocurement@breats.com 
until Friday, March 10, 2023. Bidders are reminded to check CATS website 
and State Procurement websites often for addendums issued to this ITB. 
CATS is an Equal Opportunity Employer.
A mandatory pre bid conference and job site visit will be held 9:00 
am, February 24, 2023 at 350 N. Donmoor St, Baton Rouge, La. 70806.

BUSINESS

If you're buying an investment property, 
it may make sense to buy it using a limited 
liability corporation (LLC). While there are 
certain hurdles you'll have to clear, buying a 
house with an LLC can have many legal and 
financial benefits. Here's how to buy a house 
with an LLC, as well as what to know before 
doing it.

You can work directly with a financial ad-
visor to help you choose the best tax route for 
your business that will have a positive impact 
on your personal taxes. 

The Basics of Buying a House With an LLC
LLCs are used for real estate because they 

protect the property owner from a lawsuit. For 
instance, if you form an LLC to own your rental 
properties, if there's an issue and a tenant sues, 
they won't be suing you. They'll be suing the 
LLC, leaving your name out of it. There are also 
some tax benefits to owning a property with an 
LLC, depending on the type of LLC.

To start buying a house with an LLC, you 
need an LLC. If you don't have one, you can 
research how to set one up in your state or hire 
a service to set one up for you. LLCs are gov-
erned by states, so each state will have different 
requirements and fees for setting one up.

Once you have an LLC set up, you will 
need to finance the purchase. Unfortunately, 
many mortgage lenders don't give out mort-
gages to LLCs. LLCs are ineligible for many 
types of residential mortgages, such as FHA 
and conventional loans. Still, there is specific 
financing available for LLCs. It just may come 
with more costs associated.

Another route you can go is to buy the 
house personally and transfer it to the LLC. 
There could be extra fees and taxes that come 
with this. For example, you may have to pay 
a deed transfer tax.  Also, before considering 
this option, talk to your mortgage lender. If the 

mortgage has a due-on-sale clause that would 
be triggered by the transfer, you would have to 
pay the full remaining mortgage.

 
The Benefits and Drawbacks of Using 
an LLC to Purchase Real Estate

BENEFITS

Privacy: If you own a real estate investment 
business, having an LLC is beneficial to you 
because it allows you to separate your personal 
life from your business. Instead of your name 
and info on the paperwork, it's the LLCs.

Tax benefits: LLCs remove the possibility of 
double taxation. This is also known as a pass-
through tax structure. This means the LLC will 
pay the taxes on profits and you'll only pay taxes 
on your allocated share.

Make it easier to partner with other investors: 
LLCs make it easier for people to partner to-
gether for investments. This could be with a 
single partner, or the LLC can be structured to 
sell shares to distribute profits.

Limited liability: This is the big reason to form 
an LLC. As the owner of the LLC, you're not 
personally liable. The LLC can go into debt or 
be sued without you having to fear that it will 
affect you personally.

Can I Buy a Home with an LLC?

President Joe Biden’s admin-
istration recently slowed down 
the development of offshore wind 
energy in the Gulf of Mexico to 
prioritize oil and gas drilling. The 
move was made to pass the Infla-
tion Reduction Act, which would 
help secure the support of Sen. Joe 
Manchin, a Democrat who often 
sides with Republicans and receives 
financial backing from the oil and 
gas industry. The act requires the 
government to offer new drilling 
opportunities across a vast area of 
the Gulf and mandates that wind 
energy projects take a back seat to 
oil and gas projects. This decision 
has received criticism from envi-
ronmental groups who see it as a 
hindrance to Biden's own climate 
and renewable energy goals.

Wind energy companies 
were previously looking to bid on 
the two lease areas in the Gulf of 
Mexico that had the potential to 
generate power for almost 3 million 
homes. The delay will last at least 
six months and potentially until this 

summer. The Biden administration’s 
goal of generating 30 gigawatts of 
offshore wind energy by 2030 will 
require a new and complex regu-

latory process for offshore wind 
energy. Currently, only two offshore 
wind farms are operating in the US 
with several more planned for the 

East Coast.
The two lease areas in the Gulf 

could produce enough electricity 
for the combined populations of 
Houston, New Orleans, and Baton 
Rouge. Louisiana business leaders 
welcome the prospect of wind proj-
ects as it would bring good-paying 
engineering and construction jobs to 
coastal communities. A study con-
ducted by the National Renewable 
Energy Laboratory predicted that 
a 600-megawatt wind project near 
Lake Charles would create 4,470 
construction jobs and generate about 
$450 million in goods and services.

The wind industry was never 
counting on the government to stick 
to its initial auction schedule, which 
they viewed as more hopeful than 
realistic. They see the recent delay 
as a bump in a planning and con-
struction process that can sometimes 
take more than a decade. Despite 
the delay in the Gulf, the pace of 
wind development has been fine 
elsewhere.

Gulf Wind Energy Delayed for Oil and Gas Drilling

A lift boat installs the base of a wind turbine at the Anholt Offshore Wind Farm 
off the coast of Denmark in 2013. Courtesy of Orsted
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• Jacqueline Allen Addison
• Deborah Alexander
• Doris Alexander
• Pastor Gretha C. Alexander 
• Nette Julian Alexander
• Judge Yvette Alexander
• Deleso Alford
• Dr. Kathy Allen
• ReAzalia Zaneta Allen
• Ann Denise Anderson 
• Candace Vaughn Bates Anderson
• Agnes Andrews
• Nayo Andrews
• Stephanie Anthony
• Joy “Tynae” Antoine
• Dr. Theresa Faye Armstead, DPC. 
• Tonia Antoinette Askins
• Luverta August
• Annette Evans Austin
• Lacy Baaheth
• Jahanna Bailey
• Kimberly Marie Bainguel 
• Geri Broussard Baloney 
• Mary Clark Banks 
• Mikayla Banks
• Regine’ Barlow, M.Ed.
• Dr. Kiki Baker Barnes
• Regina Ashford Barrow 
• Judge Regina Bartholomew
• Mikayla J. Bates 
• Carol Bebelle
• Angela A. Allen Bell
• Ada Womack Bell
• Mia Bell 
• Arianne Bellizaire
• Chance A. Bennett
• Chaney M. Bennett
• Wendy Wilkins Bergeron
• Alfreda Tillman Bester
• Avis Marie Bickham
• Cheryl M. Brandon 
• Shonda Brooks

• Mayor Sharon Wester Broome
• Dr. Bertha Lee Brown 
• Judge Paula A. Brown
• Judge Nanette Jolivette Brown 
• Sonya Robinson Brown 
• Lori A. Burgess
• Pastor Sherdren Burnside 
• Pastor Chris Dawson Butler 
• Minister JaVon Ophelia Butler, MPA 
• Mayor LaToya Cantrell 
• Barbara West Carpenter 
• J. Ashley Mitchell Carter
• Cassandra Chaney
• Desiree M. Charbonnet 
• Apostle Denise Chase 
• Leah Chase 
• Benita Nwokolo Chatman 
• Dr. Brenda Cherry 
• Judge Aisha S. Clark 
• Andrea D. Clarks 
• Mayda McDonald-Clark 
• Dawn Chanet Collins 
• Maxine Crump 
• Helena R. Cunningham 
• Chauna Banks Daniel
• Dr. Dorothy L.-Stewart Daniel
• Judge June Berry Darensburg 
• Dr. Takeisha Davis 
• Dr. Lisa Green Derry 
• Dr. Toscha L. Dickerson 
• Tiffany Dickerson 
• Stephanie Green Dixon 
• Jacalyn Dixon
• Angela Domingue 
• DaKenya Vaughn Douglas 
• Alsie R. Dunbar 
• Dr. Evonne Michelle Dunn
• Kalisha Eackles 
• Joyce Ann Edwards  
• Tia Williams Edwards 
• Ronne Edwards 
• Mary Ellis 

• Tonnisha Ellis
• Leslie Ellison
• Judge Ramona L. Emanuel 
• Malaika Favorite 
• Marcy Fisher, Minister 
• Starr Daigre Flemming 
• Candace Bostic-Ford 
• Teiko Maria Foxx
• Nadia M. Francois 
• Sharon Harris Franklin 
• Lisa T. French
• Levette Fuller
• LIss L. Gates
• Kristie Y. Gauthreaux 
• Pearl George 
• Dr. So`Nia L. Gilkey
• Donna Glapion
• Maurya Glaude
• Norisha Kirts Glover
• Demetra Latrice Glover 
• Mamie Pearl Goins 
• Shalonda Wallace Golden 
• Mary Mason Gordon 
• Barbara W. Green 
• Judge Erica L. Green 
• Jane S. Green 
• LaDonna Butler Green 
• Evangelist Sharon Michelle Green
• Vanessa Olevia Green 
• Letrece Roychelle Griffin 
• Judge Piper Griffin 
• Evangelist Rose Lynette Grigsby
• Camalla Kimbrough Guyton 
• Ellen Lewis Hall
• KaNisha L. Hall 
• Gisele Haralson
• Badreka Shaunte Harper
• Cheryl Jones Hart 
• Eula Mae Hatter 
• Dr. Deidre D. Hayes 
• Zoalee H. Hayes 
• LaShaunté S. Henry 

• Judge Veronica E. Henry 
• Isabelle Morgan Herson 
• Simone O. Higgenbotham 
• Dr. Jacqueline D. Hill 
• Sherry D. Hill 
• K. Rene Horton 
• Edith M. Clark-Howard
• Joyce E. Howard 
• Shanna Deaena Howard
• Christina Payne Hull 
• Nina S. Hunter 
• Nomzamo Iyanu 
• Brenda G. Jackson 
• Jennifer Hightower Jackson 
• Kathe Hambrick Jackson 
• Toni Marie Jackson 
• Alice Marie James 
• Dr. Kimberly Rayshun James
• Shawann Yvette James 
• Janea Jamison
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• Judge Bernette Joshua Johnson 
• Bianca A. McCormick Johnson
• Judge Keva Landrum Johnson 
• Latasha Chatman Johnson 
• Judge Pamela Taylor-Johnson (Retired)
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• Judge ReeCasey Jones 
• Sheleen Jones 
• Brianne Joseph 
• Dr. Erica Joseph 
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• Judge Ethel Simms Julien (Retired) 
• Dr. Joyce Turner Keller 
• Andrea Kelly 
• Phoebe Kimble, PhD 
• Stephanie Pitre - Kirk
• Judge Lori A. Landry
• Ashley W. Landry
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• Vanessa D. Landry 
• Jessica Latin 
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• Troy Roberson Lee 
• Vanessa Caston LeFleur 
• Donna Collins Lewis
• Joan Louis 
• Judge Terri F. Love 
• Dr. Kourtni Atkins-Luster 
• C. Denise Marcelle 
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• Cynthia Mathews 
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• Lauren McCoy 
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• Whitney McCray 
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• Ellen McKnight 
• Dr. Tia Mills 
• Natalie Raby Mitchell 
• Shameka Mitchell 
• Helen Drawhorn Mitchell, M.Ed. 
• Juanita M. Montgomery 
• Dr. Paula S. Montgomery 
• Tamara Foster Montgomery 
• Darlene Anita Moore 
• Judge Monique Morial 
• Judy Reese Morse 
• Pastor Debra Morton 
• Dr. Mary Whitley Moss 
• Alexis D. Motley 
• Mildred D. Muhammed 
• Nakia Noel Wilson Nelson 
• Franisia Netter
• Tresslyn Nixon 
• Ginger Northern
• Nicondra Norwood
• Dr. Josephine Allen Oubre 
• Nancy Parker 
• Dr. Cordell Parris 
• Sandra Pate 
• Dr. Dawn Mellion Patin 
• Celeste Michelle Payne

• Martha Dunn-Jarrell Payne 
• Autumn Marie Payton 
• Dianna Renee Payton 
• Bishop Thelma L.-Hayes Pearl
• Jamila Pennington 
• Chrishawnta Denise Austin Perry
• Dr. Markey W. Pierre’, PHD
• Judge Robin Pittman 
• Bianca Phillice Plant 
• Juanita Qunicy Powell 
• Dr. Leah Hunter Raby
• Rene Randle
• Evangelist Nerissa Jenell Redditt 
• Angelique Reed
• Cynthia N. Reed
• Darlene H. Reese
• Tyshica Rhodes, LCSW
• Dr. Vernita P. Riley .
• Kristen A. Robair 
• Judge Tiffany Foxworth Roberts
• LaKeisha Robichaux 
• Natalie Robottom nment
• Shirmoda Robinson 
• Leslie Danielle Rose 
• Dr. Lue Russell 
• Helen Louise Turner-Rutledge
• Rachel B. Sam 
• Ladavia Savoie 
• Chakesha Webb Scott
• Jacqueline A. Scott 
• Paula Shepard
• Laci Monet Sherman
• Minister Carolyn D. Shield 
• Judge Sheva M. Simms 
• Dr. Darica  Nechille Simon 
• Minister Sherri Moses Smart 
• Danielle L. Smith
• Patricia Haynes Smith
• Delores R Spikes 
• Dawn Marie Stanley
• 
• and many more history makers
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LOUISIANA HISTORY MAKER


