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Edwards rolls back mask mandate, limits locations
New Orleans will
keep mask
mandate for
now, mayor says

Statement by
Mayor-President
Sharon Weston
Broome

"A full reopening
would depend on the
city reaching herd
immunity through
vaccination, laying
out a requirement of
at least a 75-percent
vaccination rate."

"As we continue to
assess and revise
mitigation efforts, I am
asking our citizens to
follow CDC guidance
for wearing masks."

NEW ORLEANS, La. —
Mayor LaToya
Cantrell said
New Orleans'
mask mandate
would remain
in effect despite Governor
Mayor
Edwards makLaToya
ing changes to
Cantrel
statewide restrictions.
Cantrell announced during
a news conference Wednesday
that the mandate would remain,
though she said the city might be
closer to lifting some COVID19 restrictions. She said a full
reopening would depend on the
city reaching herd immunity
through vaccination, laying out
a requirement of at least a 75-percent vaccination rate.
Her announcement follows
See CANTRELL, on page 3

odds with the recommendations of
President Joe Biden’s administra-

B AT O N
ROUGE, La.
— East Baton
Rouge Parish has made
considerable
progress in our
fight against
the coronavirus
pandemic since
Mayor
March of 2020.
Sharon
Now is not the
Weston
time to let down
Broom
our guard; we
must continue to work together
to end of this pandemic.
Governor Edwards announced
revisions to the current statewide
mask mandate today, allowing
local leaders to determine guidelines within their municipalities.
To that end, the City-Parish will
continue to require masks to be
worn inside all City-Parish buildings, including City Hall, for the
foreseeable future.
As we continue to assess and
revise mitigation efforts, I am asking our citizens to follow CDC

See MASK, on page 2

See BROOME, on page 3

Louisiana Gov. John Bel Edwards talks about the coronavirus outbreak and state vaccination efforts, Thursday, April 22, 2021, in Baton Rouge,
La. (AP Photo/Melinda Deslatte)

BATON ROUGE, La. —
Gov. John Bel Edwards on Tuesday partially lifted Louisiana’s
statewide mask mandate enacted

to combat the coronavirus outbreak, limiting the face covering
requirement to schools, hospitals, clinics and other specific

locations.
The Democratic governor’s
decision to roll back the mask
mandate he enacted in July is at

‘Go get the shot’: Biden highlights path back to normal
“We’re excited about
the progress we’ve made,
and the opportunity ahead
of us, and because of the
vaccination program we
built we’re further along than
almost anyone predicted,”
said White House COVID19 coordinator Jeff Zients
in a Monday interview.

WASHINGTON — President
Joe Biden spent his first 100 days
in office encouraging Americans
to mask up and stay home to slow
the spread of the coronavirus. His
task for the next 100 days will be
to lay out the path back to normal.
When he entered office, Biden
moved swiftly to overcome problems with vaccine supply and more
than tripled the country’s ability to
administer them. But ending the
coronavirus pandemic, the central
challenge of his presidency, will

require not only
putting shots
into arms — a
task now growing more difficult as demand
sags — but also
a robust plan to
help the nation
President
emerge from a
Joe Biden
year of isolation, disruption
and confusion.
If Biden launched the na-

tion onto a war footing against a
virus that infected nearly 200,000
Americans in January and killed
about 3,000 of them per day, the
next months will be tantamount to
winning the peace. Already, deaths
are down to fewer than 700 per
day, and average daily cases are
below 60,000. U.S. officials insist
there is a long way to go before the
country can be fully at ease, but
the progress is marked.
Going forward, success will
mean finishing the nation’s her-

culean vaccination campaign —
to date, 43% of Americans have
received at least one shot — overcoming lagging demand and communicating in clear terms what
activities can be safely resumed
by those who are vaccinated. Key
milestones include Biden’s July
Fourth pledge that Americans can
safely gather with friends and family, and the start of the new school
year, when the president hopes to
have all schools open safely.
The Centers for Disease Con-

trol and Prevention on Tuesday
unveiled new guidance lessening
requirements for outdoor maskwearing, especially for vaccinated
people.
“We’re excited about the progress we’ve made, and the opportunity ahead of us, and because of
the vaccination program we built
we’re further along than almost
anyone predicted,” said White
House COVID-19 coordinator
See BIDEN, on page 3
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Bill would restrict law enforcement officials from using no-knock warrants and chokeholds
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BATON ROUGE, La. – A bill
that would restrict law enforcement
officials from using no-knock warrants and chokeholds advanced
Tuesday.
Sen. Cleo Fields, D-Baton
Rouge, moved his bill, SB34,
through the Senate Judiciary B
Committee, and it will next go to
the Senate floor. The bill restricts
law enforcement officers from conducting no-knock warrants at night
and from using chokeholds, and it
calls for more cameras to increase
accountability.
Sen. Gregory Tarver, DShreveport said, however, that he
would debate the restriction on
no-knock warrant on the Senate
floor as “most bad things happen
at night.”

Sen. Cleo Fields moved a bill Tuesday
that would restrict law-enforcement
officials from using no-knock warrants
and chokeholds.

Sen. Gregory Tarver said, however,
that he would debate the restriction on
no-knock warrant on the Senate floor
as “most bad things happen at night.”

“I think we need to have a very
serious discussion about this,” Talbot said. “When a judge assigns
it, they ought to be able to do this
thing at night or day. As long as
it’s legal and they follow the rules
and regs.”
Rebekah Taylor, program
manager at the Louisiana Commission on Law Enforcement and
Administration of Criminal Justice,
sat with Fields as he introduced
his bill and said it gave the courts
clarity on how these warrants are
being served.
"The officers are not announcing themselves as they entering a
residence based on a warrant that’s
been signed by a judge,” said
Talbot. “This legislation would
prohibit those types of warrants

from being executed, except when
probable cause has been shown.”
Lt. Robert Burns of the Louisiana State Police said the practice
of serving no-knock warrants has
“greatly diminished” over the years.
“We do a lot more of what's
called a surround-and-call-out
where we protect all entrances and
exits of a property, and we use as
many tactics as we can to try to gain
communication with occupants of
the property,” said Burns.
Ending no-knock warrants has
been part of the Black Lives Matter
agenda. The organization cities that
Breonna Taylor was shot and killed
in March 2020 by Louisville police
officers while serving a no-knock
See BILL, on page 3
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Southern interested in former NFL star Marshall Faulk
READER
INFORMATION becoming head football coach; list narrows to 3 finalists
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BATON ROUGE, La. —
Southern athletic director Roman
Banks said Wednesday, April 28,
that he’s narrowed the list of head
football coach finalists to three.
Banks wasn’t ready to share
any names at this time but would
like the new coach hired and introduced at a news conference before
the weekend.
Ian Rapoport with NFL Network first reported the university
and former NFL star running back
Marshall Faulk have a “mutual interest” in Faulk becoming the next
head coach of the Jaguars.
Rapoport tweeted the report

citing sources Tuesday, April 27.
The reporter, known for breaking news about NFL trades and
acquisitions, says no moves have
officially been made but “there’s
been conversations.”
Faulk is a native of New Orleans.
Former NFL star Deion
Sanders became the head coach
of Southern’s SWAC rival, Jackson
State, in 2020.
Multiple sources have confirmed that one of the coaches in
this weekend’s SWAC Championship game, Alabama A&M’s Connell Maynor, has interviewed with

Mask from page 1

The new rules starting Wednesday will require people in Louisiana to wear masks on public transit
and in health care facilities, daycare
centers, K-12 schools, colleges and
universities. A face covering will be
required in some state buildings as
well, as decided by the leaders in

tion, but puts him more in line with
other Southern state leaders who
have either ended their statewide
face covering requirement or never
enacted one at all.

Southern.
Other names circulating include Mickey Joseph and Jabbar
Juluke but D1 assistant coaches
would command a significant increase in salary from Odums’s deal
after 10 seasons.
Sources are also saying Louisiana native and Odums’s defensive
coordinator Lionel Washington
plus offensive coordinator Zach
Grossi plan to stay at Southern,
keeping the current team together
after success this spring.
Elevating Odums from Stump
Mitchell’s staff did work out well.

charge of the building. Edwards said
all buildings under his administration’s control will require masks,
including the three floors that house
his offices in the Louisiana Capitol.
Local officials and businesses
can enact their own mask mandates,
if they choose.
Despite the change to his restrictions, Edwards still argued that
mask wearing is one of the most
effective ways to lessen the spread
of the COVID-19 illness caused by
the coronavirus.
“It’s not an end to mask wearing. It’s not an end to recommendations that people wear masks,” the
governor said. “But I think it is a
reflection of where we are at this
stage of the pandemic.”
But the Edwards administration has not tightly enforced the
face covering requirement when
it’s been on the books. Many people
around the state already have flouted
the mask mandate, including Republican and Democratic lawmakers meeting in session at the state
Capitol.
Since he expanded access to
the coronavirus vaccine to anyone
16 and older in the state, Edwards
has loosened his restrictions — even
though the state has had trouble persuading people to get immunized.
In March, the governor ended many
of the statewide coronavirus limits
for businesses.
Specific restrictions have remained in place for sporting events,
live music venues, event spaces,
See MASK, on page 3
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Legislation proposed to ban
life without parole sentences
for children in Louisiana
The bill will abolish
extreme sentences
handed down to those
under the age of 18
BATON ROUGE, La.-- In a
critical piece of reform legislation,
a bill proposed in the Louisiana
Legislature would abolish the extreme punishment of Life Without
Parole for persons whose crimes
were committed when they were
children. House Bill 254 would
provide individuals sentenced to
life as a child the opportunity to
appear before the parole board
after serving a minimum of 25
years.
The bill, sponsored by State
Representative Richard Nelson
(R-Mandeville), would also
ensure that no child would face
the prospect of dying in prison
without an opportunity for release.
If passed, Louisiana would join
neighbors Texas and Arkansas in
banning the practice of sentencing
juveniles to life without parole.
There are currently 31 states that
either prohibit life without parole
for children or have no one serving
the sentence.
Representative Nelson believes that giving people a second
chance is good fiscal and public safety policy. “Every parent
knows that children act irresponsibly, and sometimes those actions
have terrible consequences,” says
Nelson. “By their 40th birthday,
no one is the same person they
were at fifteen. We mature with
age. This is not an automatic release for anyone. HB254 simply
allows a chance at redemption
after 25 years.”
HB 254 is supported by a

coalition of former juvenile lifers
who want to ensure that all those
sentenced to life as children have
the same opportunity for a second chance. “I am not that same
teenager who went to prison years
ago,” says Christie Cheramie, who
served 25 years of a life sentence
given to her at age 16. “Over the
decades, I developed a faith life
and earned an education, and the
parole board recognized my rehabilitation. I have made the most
of my second chance.”
After her release Christi
became a client of Louisiana
Parole Project, a Baton Rougebased nonprofit that provides
advocacy, reentry services, and
transitional housing to persons
who have served long prison
sentences. Today, she is a Parole
Project employee assisting other
juvenile lifers with their transitions.
In support of this legislation, the organization points to
the evidence of juvenile lifers
who have been released since
the U.S. Supreme Court’s Miller
and Montgomery decisions found
juvenile life without parole unconstitutional for most offenders. They have become taxpaying, law-abiding members of their
communities. Andrew Hundley,
Parole Project Executive Director
and a former juvenile lifer, knows
this firsthand. “When I left prison,
I left behind people who are no
less deserving of a second look.
Since coming home, I’ve graduated college, gotten married, and
become a homeowner. I’m not the
exception to the rule, but rather
an example of how people can
change and thrive when given the
opportunity.”

North Baton Rouge Youth Soccer
Association Wants You To Try Out!
Come join to be a Cosmos
camper and develop your soccer
techniques and love for the game
while having a fun and entertaining soccer experience. We are offering 3 week long camp sessions
this summer. Summer Camp aims
to help develop players' skills
through learning exercises that
utilize functional training games
to teach individual techniques,
skills, and tactics through creative and motivating sessions. In
camp your child will participate
in sessions focusing on the skills
of passing, dribbling, shooting,
heading, attacking, defending,
and ball control. All camp sessions, we will build on technique
and concentrate on the tactical aspects of soccer. This environment
is perfect for the young soccer
player to learn from great coaches
and enjoy the game by learning
through fun technical drills and
small sided games.
Sign up Online at
www.NBRYSA.org.
• Co-ed
• Ages 3 to 12
• Registration Check-in:
Monday (5:00-5:30 PM)
• Training Sessions: 5:30-

7:00 PM
For more information call:
225-590-0730
Boys and Girls Tryouts for
the 2021-2022 soccer year will
be on May 10th, 13th, 15th at
J.S. Clark BREC Park. Players
MUST register to attend Tryouts
for FREE.
If you are unable to Attend
Tryouts but still want to be considered for selection for a team,
you MUST still REGISTER for
the tryouts.
Tryout Process:
• Players should arrive at
least 20 minutes ahead of their
scheduled time.
• Players should check-in to
receive tryout numbers.
• Players need to bring their
own water, ball, and shin guards
(required) and other necessary
equipment.
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Booze-to-go
ordinance
approved by
Metro Council
B AT O N
ROUGE, La.
- The Metro
Council voted
unanimously
to allow curbside pickup and
delivery indefinitely, including
Councilmen
to-go drinks.
Cleve Dunn
Those alcohol restrictions were
eased last year
to help bars and
local restaurants
make money
during the pandemic.
Councilmen Cleve
Dunn and Aaron
Councilmen
Moak said the
Aaron Moak
new ordinance
will help the already-suffering
foodservice industry.
The ordinance also lowers fees
for some liquor licenses and adds
a provision to include nail and hair
salons that serve alcohol.

Mask from page 2
reception halls and large indoor
gatherings. Edwards tweaked those
rules as well Tuesday. Weddings,
sporting events and conferences
will be limited to 75% of their
occupancy capacity, but they can
move to 100% if they enforce a
mask mandate.
The leader of the Baton Rouge
Area Chamber applauded the
governor’s announcement. Adam
Knapp called it an “indication that
our efforts around vaccination and
lowering the rate of transmission
have so far been successful.”
“This will be an opportunity
for business owners to reassess
their protocols and establish safety
practices that work for them, their
employees and their customers,”
Knapp said in a statement.
The governor’s latest coronavirus executive order expires May 26.
Louisiana has seen significant
declines in the number of people
hospitalized with COVID-19 since
vaccinations began. But public
health officials have worried that
vaccination rates in Louisiana remain low as a more contagious
variant of the virus is spreading in
the state.
Meanwhile, Louisiana lags
most other states in vaccine distribution.
Nearly 1.5 million people in
Louisiana — 32% of the state’s
total population — have received
at least one dose of the vaccine, according to state health department
data. More than 1.2 million people
have been fully immunized, about
26% of the population.
Still, Louisiana continues to
lag behind many other states in vaccine distribution. The state ranked
41st among states Tuesday in the
number of vaccine doses administered per capita, according to the
U.S. Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

Weekly Press • Page 3

La. lawmaker picks
President Biden to Unveil
fight with big social
Ambitious ‘American Family Plan’ media companies
NATIONAL

The American Family Plan will add at least four years of free education for every student and make transformational investments from
early childhood to higher education so that all children and young
people can learn and grow and gain the skills they need, the senior
administration official stated.

Dubbed “The American Family Plan” the proposal invests in children and families, helping families cover
the expenses with which many currently struggle. (Photo: iStockphoto / NNPA)

By Stacy M. Brown,
NNPA Newswire
Senior National Correspondent
President Joe Biden will
unveil a massive $1.8 trillion
federal investment plan that
directly supports education,
childcare, and paid family leave.
The President’s first address to Congress on Wednesday, April 28, comes one month
after the administration proposed
a nearly $2 trillion infrastructure plan geared toward helping America recover from the
pandemic.
To raise the money for
his latest proposal, President
Biden plans to raise taxes on
the wealthy.
“These are generational
investments in our future, in
the future of our families, and
the future of our kids,” a senior
administration official said during a call on Tuesday.
Dubbed “The American
Family Plan” the proposal invests in children and families,
helping families cover the expenses with which many currently struggle.
It aims to lower health
insurance premiums, cut child
poverty, and produce a more
significant, more productive,
and healthier workforce in the
future.
The American Family Plan
will add at least four years of free
education for every student and
make transformational investments from early childhood to

Broome from page 1
guidance for wearing masks.
With the revisions to the current statewide mask mandate, it
is important for our community
to recognize the importance of

higher education so that all children and young people can learn
and grow and gain the skills they
need, the senior administration
official stated.
Specifically, the plan would
provide high-quality universal
preschool to all 3- and 4-yearolds, two years of free community college to all Americans,
and up to $1,400 in additional
assistance to low-income students by expanding the maximum Pell Grant.
It will invest in making college more affordable for lowincome students and students at
Historically Black Colleges and
Universities, Tribal Colleges and
Universities, and other MinorityServing Institutions.
Under the plan, those institutions would receive grants
to create or expand educational
programs in high-demand fields.
“The plan will also invest in
our teachers, improving teacher
training and support so that
our schools become engines
of growth at every level,” the
administration said
“It will address teacher
shortages, which have only
gotten more critical in the context of the pandemic. It’ll improve teacher preparation and
strengthen pipelines for teachers
of color.”
The officials continued:
“It will help teachers earn
credentials in high-demand areas
like special ed, bilingual education, and certifications that
improve teacher performance.

receiving their COVID-19 vaccinations, especially those who
work in areas where they have
frequent interaction with the
public. Receiving a vaccine is
the best step we can take to help
our community progress in our
recovery from the coronavirus

And it will support programs
that leverage teachers as leaders,
such as high-quality mentorship
programs for new teachers and
teachers of color.”
Further, the plan will invest in the childcare workforce,
funding childcare providers and
their workers, ensuring a $15
minimum wage are in effect for
early childhood staff, along with
improved training.
The American Families
Plan also tackles the nutritional
needs of children by expanding the summer benefits to all
eligible children nationwide.
That includes children who
have free and reduced school
lunches and breakfasts during
the school year – and expanding
that meal program to the summer
on an ongoing basis.
According to the administration, this would reach an
estimated 9.3 million children.
The plan would extend key
tax cuts in the American Rescue Plan that benefit lower- and
middle-income workers and
families.
And these include extending the Affordable Care Act tax
credits permanently to lower
health insurance premiums
and extend Child Tax Credit increases in the American Rescue
Plan through 2025, making it
fully refundable.

pandemic.
Masks will continue to be
mandated for K-12 schools, colleges and universities, public
transportation, state government
buildings, and healthcare facilities accredited by the Louisiana
Department of Health.

BATON ROUGE, La. - Companies like Facebook and Twitter
could end up in court for blocking
people from their social media accounts.
At least 29 other states have
introduced legislation similar to a
bill being discussed in Louisiana. It
allows users to sue the companies if
they are censored for any political or
religious speech, which is protected
under the First Amendment.
However, it doesn’t allow you
to sue for being censored if you
post any calls for violence, pornographic content, falsely impersonating someone, or things of that
nature. Sen. John C. “Jay” Morris
(R-West Monroe) says he just wants
people to be able to freely express
themselves.
“Without having a building full
of people in California deciding
what the American public, particularly the Louisiana public, can see,
hear, or write about,” said Morris.
“It’s the number one issue at
conferences all across America
that’s both left and right,” said
Christopher Servier with Special
Forces of Liberty.
Social media platforms are pro-

tected under Section 230, a federal
law that doesn’t recognize them as
publishers. That law allows them
to deactivate or block whoever and
whatever they want. But Morris’s
bill might be the answer around that.
“Because he has a bill that’s
narrowly tailored to fall within
what’s called the ‘state law exemption’ under Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act. All this
bill is doing is catching up existing
law with modern-day technology,”
Servier added.
Part of the proposed bill allows people to sue if they are censored for hate speech, only because
there isn’t a clear definition of what
constitutes hate speech.
“Hate speech is in the eye of
the beholder,” said Morris.
“To prevent a defendant from
using a defense on why they did
something is just wrong in my
opinion,” said Sen. Patrick Connick (R-Marrero), who was one
of two to oppose the bill.
With only two objections, the
bill passed and now heads to the
Senate floor.

Cantrell from page 1

allowed local governments to set
their own mask requirements.
Cantrell will release more
information in her Thursday address to the city with Dr. Jennifer
Avegno, the city's health director.

Gov. John Bel Edwards' Tuesday
announcement, where he ended
a statewide mask mandate and

Bill from page 1
warrant at night.
The Baton Rouge Police
Department has banned chokeholds since 2017. But a video was
posted to social media websites as
a BRPD officer used a chokehold
while detaining a 13-year-old child
in February. Activists have called
for the body camera footage to be
released, but it has not been made
public due to the child's age.
Fields’ bill would restrict
neck holds statewide, except when

Biden from page 1
Jeff Zients in a Monday interview.
“It means we’re closer to returning to normal.”
Highlighting the new guidelines at the White House on Tuesday, Biden said the vaccines are
increasingly helping America “get
back to more normal living,” and he
promised more details next week

for when an officer reasonably believes that they are in a risk of great
bodily harm.
The bill provides funding for
more law-enforcement body cameras and for dash cams that start to
record when the emergency lights
are turned on from a vehicle.
The bill was a collaborative
effort, as Fields worked with the
Louisiana Sheriffs’Association, the
Louisiana State Police, the Chief
of Police Association, the Fraternal
Order of Police and the Attorney
General.
on making that possible. It’s part of
what officials said will be a focus in
the coming weeks on easing restrictions for vaccinated people, both in
recognition of their lower risk and
as an incentive to get shots.
“Getting together with friends,
going to the park for a picnic without needing to mask up, we’re back
to that place now as long as you
get vaccinated,” Biden said. “So
go get the shot.”
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RELIGION
Kirk Franklin, Brent Jones, Yolanda Adams inducted into Hall of Fame
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Stevie Wonder's
powerhouse station
KJLH inducts its
first gospel stars into
the Hall of Fame

Hollywood, CA – Recently
awarded Gold & Platinum certification by the Recording Industry
Association of America® (RIAA)
- to certify over a million albums
sold of “Awaken My Love”, his
critically acclaimed collaboration Kirk Franklin
with superstar Childish Gambino
(who made history as the first rap“What an honor to be inper ever to win Record of the Year
ducted
with Kirk Franklin,
& Song of the Year - 62nd Annual
Yolanda
Adams, Marvin Sapp,
Grammy
Awards),
constant atoneBy Creflo
Dollar Brent Jones Mary
Mary,
Hezekiah Walker,
has now been inducted into the
ment for sin
and
Donnie
McClurkin
into the
Hall of Fame
Wonder's
Whenby
weStevie
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How convention centers,
hotels, tourism will benefit
from new COVID guidelines
BATON ROUGE, La. Gov. John Bel Edwards announced Tuesday, April 27,
that people can attend indoor
and outdoor gatherings with
looser restrictions.
Outdoor events won’t have
any capacity limitations. Indoor
event centers, conferences, and
sporting events can go to 75%
capacity or 100% if people are
masked.
This is huge news for hotels and tourism.
“That would really open up
some barriers for us that’s been
closed for over a year now,”
said Scott Michelet, general
manager of Crowne Plaza.
Michelet said this will help
an industry that has struggled
tremendously over the past
year.
“It just continues to build
each day. It’s allowing us to
bring in more employees. It’s
allowing us to bring more
people back, which to guests,
the city, and economic development, it’s going to help with the
city because we won’t be the
only ones hosting,” Michelet
explained.
Officials with Visit Baton
Rouge say this will help stimu-

late the economy in more ways
than one. President & CEO Paul
Arrigo said the state has missed
out on millions because of the
pandemic.
“The last few months our
weekend business has been
stronger than our weekday
business,” said Arrigo. “Most
conventions are held during
the weekday and leisure travel
weekends. So, we really see this
helping our weekday business
when we need business right
now.”
Officials expect things will
pick up gradually over the next
few months.
“I think the fall is going
to turn around to as normal as
we can expect. I think the remainder of the spring will do
well and again, the travel, the
pinned-up demand for travel,
I think is going to affect us
positively, absolutely,” Arrigo added.
With this new sense of
hope, they believe this will help
lead us to a better tomorrow.
“So, it’s going to be slow
but it’s happening. That’s
what’s most important. It’s
happening,” Michelet added.
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of the 12 Most Effective Preachers in the English-Speaking
World by Baylor University. Dr.
Evans holds the honor of writing
and publishing the first full-Bible
commentary and study Bible by
an African American. His radio
broadcast, The Alternative with
Dr. Tony Evans, can be heard on
over 1,400 radio outlets daily and
in more than 130 countries. Dr.
Evans’ sermons are also streamed
and downloaded over 20,000,000
times annually.

believe in. Like David facing the
giant, sometimes God gives you
a bigger-than-life problem so that
He can show you His bigger-thanGoliath solution. Keep your eyes
on Him, and keep the faith. He
is faithful.
Dr. Tony Evans is the
founder and senior pastor of
Oak Cliff Bible Fellowship in
Dallas, founder and president of
The Urban Alternative and author
of over 100 books, booklets and
Bible studies. The first African
American to earn a doctorate of
theology from Dallas Theological
Seminary, he has been named one
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Wells Fargo Expands Commitment to Black-owned Banks
By Stacy M. Brown,
NNPA Newswire Senior
National Correspondent
Wells Fargo & Company
announced equity investments in
five African American Minority
Depository Institutions, or MDIs,
as part of a 2020 pledge to invest
up to $50 million in Black-owned
banks.
The banking giant said it is
also offering access to a dedicated
relationship team that can work
with each MDI on financial, technological, and product development strategies to help each institution strengthen and grow.
“Wells Fargo is really committed to helping foster a more inclusive world, quite frankly, and
we want to make sure that we are
reaching into the economically disadvantaged communities as well
as serving all of our customers and
constituents across the footprint of
the enterprise,” Georgette “Gigi”
Dixon, head of External Relations for Wells Fargo, told NNPA
Newswire.
“This past year has been a
terrible year for all of us, and it
makes it extra-special that we can
provide this investment at this
time,” Dixon, the 27-year banking veteran, stated.
“I’ve never seen this type of
approach to ensuring the legacy
like MDIs and, more specifically,
Black-owned banks to be preserved
and promoted nationally the way
Wells Fargo is taking with this
position,” she continued.
Dixon added that Wells Fargo
began working on the initiative
one year before the pandemic and
before the police killing of George
Floyd in Minneapolis.
“We started meeting with each
one of the MDIs, and we partnered
with the National Banking Association,” Dixon revealed.
“We had these meetings with
the banks and said, ‘let’s walk
through your strategic plan and
the things you need to stabilize
and or grow the institution so that
you are better able to serve your

constituents.’ When all these banks
are thriving and, in a position, to
grow, that helps everybody.”
With that, Wells Fargo decided
to provide what Dixon called an
injection of equity that gave the
MDIs opportunities to maintain
their positions as majority owners.
Wells Fargo then created a relationship management team that
focused on understanding what the
MDIs needed.
Throughout the process, Wells
Fargo remained engaged by providing resources from various factions
of the banking organization.
“We reached across all our
lines of business and said, ‘we
have these great MDIs who are
sustaining, stabilizing, growing,
and expanding, and we want to
make ourselves available through
subject matter expertise,’” Dixon
recalled. “I’m so excited about
this.”
Wells Fargo’s latest announce-

ment includes investments in
Carver State Bank in Savannah,
Georgia; Citizens Trust Bank in
Atlanta; First Independence Bank
in Detroit; Liberty Bank in New
Orleans; and Unity National Bank
in Houston.
The investments follow Wells
Fargo’s Feb. 8 announcement
regarding its investments in six
African American MDIs and take
its total investment to 11 MDIs
overall.
Additionally, Wells Fargo
plans to make its nationwide ATM
network available for customers
of the 11 MDIs to use without incurring fees.
The company announced that
its financial commitments are in
the form of critical equity capital, which is foundational to the
MDIs’ ability to expand lending
and deposit-taking capacity in their
communities.
“The thing that impressed

us the most is that these are solid
institutions,” Dixon voiced.
“They all unequivocally,
across-the-board, have a huge
mission to provide financial help
to their community and customers.
These communities are disproportionately not in the banking system and are not necessarily taking
full advantage of the wide range
of financial products and services
available.
“These MDIs are trusted, and
that’s important for all to realize
that, when you have trust and credibility, you are going to be able to
reach communities that others cannot. Their mission is focused, and
it’s all about the financial health in
the community and about expanding access to financial products
and services.”

OVER 18 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Hall Of Fame from page 4
Franklin and urban contemporary
gospel, JDI artist Brent Jones' upcoming new CD "Nothing Else
Matters" is the highly anticipated
follow-up to "Open Your Mouth
and Say Something", which
topped the Billboard charts for
over 54+ weeks, earning widespread critical acclaim and multiple award nominations including
the 2019 Dove Award and 2019
Stellar Award.
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